FACILITATION GUIDE
Twelve apostles were chosen and trained by Jesus. 2000 years later, their mark on the world is still seen
everywhere -- in the names of churches, hospitals, cities, and universities. These men came out of nowhere to
change the world. They had none of the attributes that we would expect of people who would lead movements
that change the world for the better, but Jesus chose them. They carried much of the baggage that we would
expect to limit their influence or destroy their effectiveness, but Jesus used them. In this series we’ll look at
each of their stories, as well as our own stories, and ask the question, “What things would need to change for
me if Jesus wanted to change the world through me?”
February 10

Andrew – The Apostle of Small Things

John 1:35-42; John 6:8-9

February 17

James & John – The Powerful

Mark 1:19-20; Mark 10:35-40

February 24

Philip – The Cautious

John 6:5-7; John 14:7-10

March 3

Nathanael – The Prejudiced

John 1:45-49

March 10

Matthew – The Half-Hearted

Matthew 9:9-13

March 17

Simon the Zealot, Thaddaeus, James the Less – The Unseen

March 24

Thomas – The Doubter

John 20:24-29

March 31

Judas – The Traitor

John 12:1-6; Matthew 26:14-16

April 7

Peter – The Performer

Matthew 16:13-18, 21-23

Mark 3:13-19, 31-35

Your group will discuss the passage of scripture after it is taught on Sunday. Group members will use a
Community Group Discussion Guide to copy and paraphrase that Scripture before their group meeting.
You can pick up copies of the Discussion Guide for your group at the Next Step Center in the church lobby.
Background information on each scripture portion will be posted at doxology.church/leaders.

1. What is a Neighborhood Group?
A Neighborhood Group is a safe environment for engaging with Scripture and encouraging discussion and
participation. Neighborhood Groups will meet for 9 weeks beginning the week of February 10.

2. What does a Neighborhood Group Facilitator do?
A group facilitator will…
• Follow-up with group prospects within 24 hours, giving them info about the day, time, and location of
your group. Re-contact anyone who does not reply.
• Before the first meeting, communicate with the group about the Discussion Guide and scripture.
Encourage the group members to copy and paraphrase the scripture portion for the first meeting.
• Provide simple hospitality for the first meeting.
• Before each meeting, complete the Discussion Guide.

•

Encourage conversation by being a facilitator, not a teacher.

3. Who should you invite to a Neighborhood Group?
A Neighborhood Group is for anyone who has an interest in exploring the Bible and community.
• Ask God to prompt you about who could benefit. (See “Circles of Life” p4)
• Aim for 3-10 participants.

•
•

Invite neighbors, friends, or family members who aren’t in a group.

You can also open your group to unconnected people at Doxology Church.

4. What happens during a Neighborhood Group meeting?
Here is a sample time-line…
• 15 minutes – Share some snacks and use the CATCH UP section of the Discussion Guide.
• 30-40 minutes – Use the Discussion Guide for the GOD’S WORDS, MY WORDS, and DISCUSSION of the
assigned Scripture portion.
• 10 minutes – Use the Discussion Guide for the OBEY and SHARE sections. If you have more than 7
people in your group, it will be helpful to create sub-groups of 3-5 people to increase the level of
participation and authenticity.
• 5 minutes – Pass around the Group Calendar, and make sure everyone knows the location and scripture
portion for the next meeting.

5. How can you make this a great experience for everyone?
A group facilitator will…
• Set the pace by engaging with the Scriptures and being authentic about your personal challenges.
• Share responsibility for hosting the group meetings, facilitating the discussion, providing the snacks, etc.
Use the Group Calendar at each group meeting. (See p3)
• Conclude the series with a social gathering and a serving opportunity. We will provide your group with
information about participating in The Cowtown Cleanup on March 30.
• Stay in touch with us regarding any problems or celebrations.
NOTE: Group Hosts will have a check-up on Sunday, March 17, 9am.

QUESTIONS?

Contact Gary Foran

gforan@doxology.church

Mobile 512.589.4188

Group Calendar
In healthy groups everyone shares in the responsibilities instead of leaving it up
to a few people. Planning ahead can ensure the greatest participation.
At the end of each meeting, review this calendar. Be sure to encourage a regular
rotation of discussion leaders, host homes, snack providers, and any other needs
of the group.
Date

Discussion
leader

Host home

Snacks

Other

NOTE:
We encourage groups to conclude with a social gathering and a serving opportunity.
SERVOLUTION our annual community service initiative is in late October.
We encourage your group to participate together! More details to come.

“Circles of Life” Exercise
Use the following categories to help you identify people who you could invite to participate in our
group.

