
SERMON NOTES February 5, 2023 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 
 

Matthew 9:35-10:1 
The Harvest is Plentiful 

Pastor Mike 
 
 
I. Jesus’ ministry and the Gospel of ____________________________________________ 
 
 
II. Seeing God’s perspective on the world’s _______________________________________ 
 
 

a. The unsaved are _____________________ and in __________________________ 
 
 

b. The _____________________________________ of seeing the harvest as plentiful  
 
 

c. The patience of ______________________________________________________ 
 
 

d. Praying for God’s _________________________ and ________________________ 
 
 
III. Hearing and answering God’s _______________________________________________ 
 
 

a. You are Jesus’ _______________________ continuing his ____________________ 
 
 
You are called to bring his _________________ and _________________________ to others  
 
 

b. You have Jesus’ __________________________________________ for his ministry 
 
 

c.  Jesus changes the world _______________________________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
1. It seems that our world and culture is increasingly moving further from God, Biblical 

morality, and respect of Biblical truth.  This can be very discouraging for us as followers of 
Christ, causing us to feel discouraged and overwhelmed.   
a. To what degree does the spiritual and moral decline of our culture cause you to feel 

discouraged, overwhelmed, and defeated?  
b. What is a Biblical view of the decline of our culture?  To what degree is God 

surprised, discouraged, overwhelmed, or defeated?  What should our perspective be 
as followers of Christ?   

c. How can we learn to have more of God’s perspective on things going on in our 
world?   

 
2. In Matthew 9:37 Jesus said, “the harvest is plentiful, but the labors are few.”   Jesus is 

saying that the limiting factor in the church’s growth isn’t that people today are closed to 
spiritual things, but that there are more people who are spiritually open than there are 
Christians who are willing to share their faith and lead people toward Jesus.  
a. Do you believe that the harvest is still plentiful in Akron Ohio?  Why or why not?   
b. Do you think that most Christians really believe that the harvest is still plentiful?   
c. Does hesitancy in sharing our faith with others reveal an underlying lack of faith in 

God’s harvest and an expectation that our efforts to share our faith will likely be 
fruitless?  

d. How would a belief that the harvest is plentiful, and a corresponding expectation that 
our efforts in sharing our faith will result in fruit impact both our view and our practice 
in evangelism?  

 
3. As he does in Matthew 9:37, Jesus often describes the evangelistic process in agricultural 

terms.  One of the things that define the agricultural process is the realization that the 
process of growing any crop is slow, requiring numerous steps before harvesting, and 
therefore takes patience.   
a.  Why is it so important to remember the picture of this slow agricultural process in the 

challenge of sharing our faith with others?   
b. How will we understand our need to be patient with those with whom we share our 

faith if we remember that this picture of agricultural growth?   
c. How should it impact the way we share our faith with others if we remember this 

process of agricultural growth?   
 
4. Matthew 10:1 teaches that as he sent them out, Jesus called his disciples and “gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every 
affliction.”  What is that authority that Jesus has given us?  What is the practical 
application to you and your efforts of sharing your faith in this description of authority here 
in Matthew 10:1?   

 
5. Jesus calls us to continue his ministry in the world – to change the world, by focusing on 

making disciples – reaching one person at a time.  Why is it so important to remember to 
see God’s call this way?  Who is God calling you to reach?   
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