
SERMON NOTES December 4, 2022 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

Ephesians 6:16 
The Shield of Faith 

Pastor Mike 

I. _______________________ and the soldier’s ______________________________________

II. The shield of our faith in the ____________________________________________________

Faith is confidence in the _____________________ of God and the ________________ of his word 

III. The flaming arrows of _________________________________________________________

The core deception; Doubting God’s __________________________________________________  

IV. The flaming arrows of _________________________________________________________

The core deception; doubting God’s __________________________________________________ 

V. To call to use faith as an ________________________________________________ weapon

Faith is something we need to _____________________ and _________________________ to life 

VI. The importance of ______________________________________________________ to faith

Closing challenge; 

________________________________ to take up and use _______________________________ 
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Ephesians 6:16 
The Shield of Faith 

Pastor Mike 

VII. _______________________ and the soldier’s ______________________________________

VIII. The shield of our faith in the ____________________________________________________

Faith is confidence in the _____________________ of God and the ________________ of his word 

IX. The flaming arrows of _________________________________________________________

The core deception; Doubting God’s __________________________________________________  

X. The flaming arrows of _________________________________________________________

The core deception; doubting God’s __________________________________________________ 

XI. To call to use faith as an ________________________________________________ weapon

Faith is something we need to _____________________ and _________________________ to life 

XII. The importance of ______________________________________________________ to faith

Closing challenge; 

________________________________ to take up and use _______________________________ 



Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
1. The core issue behind every flaming arrow of temptation or trial is one of faith; Will we 

have confidence in the goodness of God’s character and the reliability of his promises.  In 
time of trials Satan’s arrows will tempt us to doubt God’s control over the situation we 
face, the wisdom of his plan, and/or the extent of his love.   
a. Think of a period of trial you have faced.  Was this the strategy Satan used to attack 

you?  How effective was this strategy?   
b. What are the long-term consequences if we buy Satan’s lie, and doubt that God is 

really in control, or that His plan is really the best, or that He is really loving?  
c. If we held an unwavering shield of faith that allowed us to be fully confident of God’s 

sovereign control, the wisdom of his plan, and the totality of his love, what impact 
would this have on your ability to face trials?   

 
2. Like trials, temptation ultimately is rooted in a crisis of faith.  In temptation we doubt the 

goodness of God’s charter and the completeness of his provision.  We ultimately face the 
same lie and temptation as Eve, that while God has given us many blessings, He has 
withheld the best fruit from us.   
a. This is different than the way we usually think of temptation; what is your initial 

response to this definition of temptation?  
b. Is this the root of every temptation?  Think about the areas in your life where Satan 

often attacks you with flaming arrows of temptation.  How are those temptations 
rooted ultimately in a doubt of the goodness of God?  

c. If we understand temptation as being ultimately rooted in dissatisfaction with God 
and His provision, how might this impact the way that we react and defend ourselves 
when faced with a temptation?   

 
3. Paul describes Satan’s attacks on us not only as arrows, but flaming arrows.  In his 

message Pastor Mike described the unique threat of flaming arrows on the battlefield to 
over time destroy the shield.  In what ways can Satan’s attacks against us be like flaming 
arrows?   

 
4. Many people see faith as a passive trait; something we just have.  But Paul teaches that it 

is an active piece of armor that we must take up and use – applying it to the specific 
temptations and trials we face.   
a. Have you tended to see faith as more of a passive or an active trait?   
b. How do we actively take up the shield of faith?  What does it look like in our daily 

lives?  
 
5. When advancing on the field of battle the shield was not used by each soldier alone, but a 

group of soldiers joined their shields together.  This suggests that taking the shield of faith 
is something that is most effective in community.   
a. Can you think of a period when you struggled with a trial or a temptation?  How 

comfortable where you in talking about your struggle and your need for faith with 
believing friends?  

b. Why is it so difficult to talk about struggles and doubts with other believers?  
c. If you remembered that part of Satan’s strategy is to isolate us in our battle, how 

might this help you deal with your difficult times?   
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6. The core issue behind every flaming arrow of temptation or trial is one of faith; Will we 

have confidence in the goodness of God’s character and the reliability of his promises.  In 
time of trials Satan’s arrows will tempt us to doubt God’s control over the situation we 
face, the wisdom of his plan, and/or the extent of his love.   
a. Think of a period of trial you have faced.  Was this the strategy Satan used to attack 

you?  How effective was this strategy?   
b. What are the long-term consequences if we buy Satan’s lie, and doubt that God is 

really in control, or that His plan is really the best, or that He is really loving?  
c. If we held an unwavering shield of faith that allowed us to be fully confident of God’s 

sovereign control, the wisdom of his plan, and the totality of his love, what impact 
would this have on your ability to face trials?   

 
7. Like trials, temptation ultimately is rooted in a crisis of faith.  In temptation we doubt the 

goodness of God’s charter and the completeness of his provision.  We ultimately face the 
same lie and temptation as Eve, that while God has given us many blessings, He has 
withheld the best fruit from us.   
a. This is different than the way we usually think of temptation; what is your initial 

response to this definition of temptation?  
b. Is this the root of every temptation?  Think about the areas in your life where Satan 

often attacks you with flaming arrows of temptation.  How are those temptations 
rooted ultimately in a doubt of the goodness of God?  

c. If we understand temptation as being ultimately rooted in dissatisfaction with God 
and His provision, how might this impact the way that we react and defend ourselves 
when faced with a temptation?   

 
8. Paul describes Satan’s attacks on us not only as arrows, but flaming arrows.  In his 

message Pastor Mike described the unique threat of flaming arrows on the battlefield to 
over time destroy the shield.  In what ways can Satan’s attacks against us be like flaming 
arrows?   

 
9. Many people see faith as a passive trait; something we just have.  But Paul teaches that it 

is an active piece of armor that we must take up and use – applying it to the specific 
temptations and trials we face.   
a. Have you tended to see faith as more of a passive or an active trait?   
b. How do we actively take up the shield of faith?  What does it look like in our daily 

lives?  
 
10. When advancing on the field of battle the shield was not used by each soldier alone, but a 

group of soldiers joined their shields together.  This suggests that taking the shield of faith 
is something that is most effective in community.   
a. Can you think of a period when you struggled with a trial or a temptation?  How 

comfortable where you in talking about your struggle and your need for faith with 
believing friends?  

b. Why is it so difficult to talk about struggles and doubts with other believers?  
c. If you remembered that part of Satan’s strategy is to isolate us in our battle, how 

might this help you deal with your difficult times?   
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