
SERMON NOTES October 30, 2022 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 
 

Ephesians 6:4 & Deuteronomy 6:6-9  
Parent’s Highest Priority  

Pastor Mike 
 
 

I. Parenting according to ______________________________________________ for the family  
 
 
 

a. The center of the family is the _________________, not the _______________________ 
 
 
 
The greatest gift you can give you children is ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 

b. The foundation of honoring God-given ________________________________________ 
 
 
 
II. Making our kids _______________________________________________ our highest priority  
 
 
 
What is revealed by where we _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
III. God’s _______________________________________________ for raising our kids spiritually  
 
 
 

a. God calls us to be ____________________________________________ in our teaching  
 
 
 

b. We teach our children primarily through _______________________________________ 
 
 
 
IV. Seeking to be ______________________ while relying on ____________________________ 
 
 
 
Our job is to share the truth and then _________________________________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 

1. Conventional wisdom is that when a couple has children, those children should become 
the center of their attention and of the family, and during the child-raising years, the 
couple should expect to sacrifice time working on their marriage to give more time to the 
kids.  
a. Do you agree that this is the conventional wisdom of our culture? Why or why not?  
b. If you are a parent, to what degree has this priority of your children over your 

marriage been true of your family?   
c. In his message Pastor Mike said, “The greatest gift you can give your children is a 

healthy and strong marriage relationship.”  Do you agree with this?  Why or why not?  
d. If you are married, what practical steps can you take to put a higher priority of 

strengthening your relationship with your spouse?   
 
2. Some modern Christian parents believe that they shouldn’t make their children go to 

church, because doing so might cause them to grow up resenting church?  Do you agree 
or disagree with this view, and why?  What scriptures speak to this question?  Consider 
Exodus 20:8-11; Deut 6:4-9; Romans 10:9-15; Hebrews 10:24-25.    

 
3. While there are numerous important areas of our children’s investment that we as parents 

should commit ourselves to, Pastor Mike argued that the Bible teaches that we should 
make their spiritual development our highest priority.   
a. Do you agree that our kid’s spiritual development is more important than their 

physical development? Or their social or academic involvement?  Why or why not?   
b. Pastor Mike said that it is easy to say that we put our kid’s spiritual development at 

the top, but our real prioritization is revealed by where we invest our time and 
resources.  Do you agree with this?  Why or why not?  What is revealed by where 
you invest your time and resources about the importance you place on your 
children’s spiritual growth?  

 
4. Deuteronomy 6 teaches that the foundation of a God honoring community loving God with 

all our heart, soul, and might, and teaching our faith to our children and grandchildren. 
a. The command calls us to “teach them diligently to your children.”  What does it mean 

to teach diligently?  Can this command be kept without intentional efforts to go out of 
our way to teach our children? Explain your answer. 

b. For those with older children, when does our obligation to keep this commandment 
end? Explain your answer.  

c. If you have children or grandchildren involved in your life, what are you doing to 
personally live out this commandment 

 
5. In Deut 6:7-9 parents (and grandparents) are told that it is imperative that we diligently 

teach God’s words to our children by talking about them “when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” 
a. While it’s important to bring our kids to church, this passage teaches that the primary 

responsibility rests in the home; it is primarily the responsibility of the parents and 
grandparents.  Why is it vital that parents and grandparents take this responsibility?   

b. If you are a parent or grandparent, how are you doing living out this commandment?  
What changes can you make to better live out this commandment in your home?   
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