
SERMON NOTES August 14, 2022 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 
 

Ephesians 5:21-33 
Men, Women, and God’s Design 

Pastor Mike  
 
 
I. The overarching call to ________________________________________________________ 
 
 

a. Our problem of __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

b. The radical call to _____________________________________________________ love  
 
 

c. Submissive love within ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
II. The ____________________________________________________ of gender and marriage  
 
 

a. Three views of ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 1.     Products of biological and historical ______________________________________ 

 
 

2. Christian ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In this view __________________________ is the same as _______________________________ 
 
 

3. Created as _______________________________________ in design and structure  
 
 

b. The differences come from _________________________________________________ 
 
 
III. The __________________________________________________________ nature of gender  
 
 
IV. Different _________________________ and complementary __________________________ 
 
 
V. The ________________________________________________________ of our ability to love  
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 

1. When most people think of the word submission, they think of a passive weakness that 
surrenders.  However, when Paul calls us to submit to one another in love he is calling us to a 
type of submission that is strong, proactive, and engaging.  Submissive love does not submit 
our will to another’s will, but our needs to another’s needs.   
a. Have you ever thought about submission being an act of strength rather than weakness?  

Why is this such as hard concept to comprehend?   
b. In Philippians 2:1-8 we see Jesus as our model of submissive love.  How does his 

example of submissive love challenge you?   
c. Can you think of a person in your life that has lived with this kind of submissive love?  

What about their example stands out to you?     
 

2. Paul is calling us to a mutual submission that is defined by its strength and selflessness.  The 
type of weak surrender that we often think of as submission is really driven by selfishness.  
How can our submission or giving in to another person really be driven by selfish desires?   

 
3. When applying this principle toward marriage, Paul is teaching us that both husbands and 

wives are to love each other with a mutual submission, as we each submit our needs to the 
needs of our spouse.   
a. If you are married, how much time have you spent thinking about your spouse’s greatest 

needs?  Do you think that their greatest needs and strongest desires are always the 
same?   

b. What have you done in the past week to give yourself to meet their greatest needs?  
What can you do in the coming week to give of yourself to meet their greatest need?   

 
4. In marriage a husband and wife are also called to submit to each other’s differences.  This 

involves understanding and valuing the unique gender differences that each person brings into 
the marriage.   
a. How much marital conflict is rooted in a failure to understand and value the unique God-

designed differences between men and women?   
b. How is the way a husband is called to submit to his wife different from the way that a wife 

is called to submit to her husband?   
 
5. There is a great deal of disagreement and controversy in our modern culture about the ideas of 

gender, and how gender differences should be expressed within the context of marriage.   
a. Why is there such confusion and disagreement over these issues?  What is the source or 

basis for the world’s views on these issues?   
b. What is the difference between the egalitarian view of gender and the complementary 

view of gender?  Which do you think is more consistent with the teaching of the Bible, and 
why do you think that?   

 
6. The Bible teaches us that many of the differences between men and women are designed by 

God to reflect different aspects of His character.  If you are (or have been) married, what traits 
does your spouse have that can help balance your personality and even help you grow in 
areas that you are naturally weak in?  
a. What are some of these differences, and how could they help you?  

b. These differences can, and often do, cause frustration and division, but God has 
designed them to foster growth and to complete us.  How can we direct our hearts so that 
we see these differences as blessings rather than the cause of division (see Phil 4:8)?   
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