
SERMON NOTES May 22, 2022 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/notes 
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 & 1st Corinthians 12 
Being the Body of Christ 

Pastor Mike 
 
 
I. We are the _________________________________________________ of Jesus to the world  
 

a. Understanding the ministry of ____________________ and _______________________ 
 

b. We are entrusted with the continuing _________________________________________ 
 
Together we are to function as the ___________________________________________________ 
 

c. Every believer is ________________________________________ to be part of the body  
 

d. We are ___________________________ to this through _________________________ 
 
 
II. Spiritual gifts; our ________________________________________________ within the body  
 
 

a. ____________________________________________________________ spiritual gifts  
 
 

b. They are _________________________ gifts exercised by _______________________ 
 
 
III. Our ___________________________________________________________ within the body  
 

a. The ____________________________________________________ of the human body  
 
 

b. __________________________________________________________ of spiritual gifts  
 
 

c. Gifts and calling by _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
IV. Doing _____________________________________________________________ in the body 
 

a. Reflect on God’s _________________________________________________________ 
 

b. Consider your ___________________________________________________________ 
 

c. Examine the ____________________________________________________________ 
 

d. Start serving where _______________________________________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 

 
 
 
1. Most Christians have longingly thought about what it would have been like to be alive during 

Jesus earthly ministry. However, in John 16:7 Jesus taught that it was for our benefit that He 
went away.  He said, “I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” 
a. What do you think that Jesus meant by this?  
b. Jesus taught that it is to our advantage that he left.  In what ways are we better off after 

Jesus’ ascension and after the coming of the Holy Spirit?  
c. Do you think our longing to be present during Jesus’ ministry reflects an undervaluing of 

the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives?  Why or why not?   
 
2. The Bible is clear in its teaching that every true follower of Jesus Christ has the Holy Spirit of 

God living inside of him, and each has been given by the Holy Spirit a ‘spiritual gift’ or a ‘grace 
gift.’  As Paul says in 1st Corinthians 12:7, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good.” 
a. What is your initial reaction to this idea?  Do you know what your Spiritual gifts are?   
b. How is the Holy Spirit manifesting his power through you for the common good?  

 
3. Paul begins his teaching on Spiritual gifts by saying in 1st Corinthians 12:1, “Now concerning 

spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.”  There was obviously a great deal 
of ignorance, confusion, and disagreement about spiritual gifts in the Corinthian church.  
a. Paul taught on Spiritual gifts because he didn’t want us as believers to be uniformed.  

How would you describe you own personal understanding of the Bible’s teaching on 
spiritual gifts?   

b. What are spiritual gifts?  How would you describe and/or define the idea of spiritual gifts 
to a brand-new Christ follower?   

 
4. In teaching us about the nature of the church and its ministry, Paul uses the analogy of the 

human body.  What applications from this analogy really stick out to you?  
 
5. 1st Corinthians 12:7 teaches, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good.”  Every believer has been given a spiritual gift, and the analogy of the human body 
teaches that every part of the body is essential to the health of the whole body.  There are no 
unimportant parts.   
a. In your opinion do you think that most Christians really believe that they have been given 

“the manifestation of the Spirit?”  Do they believe that the Holy Spirit wants to make His 
power known through them?  If not, why?  Do you believe this about yourself?   

b. Why do so many Christians feel that they don’t have anything significant to offer to the 
church and its ministry?   

c. What would be the impact on your life and ministry if you really believed and lived out 
what the Bible teaches on this?   

 
6. If you apply this teaching to yourself personally, do you know your spiritual gift and how God 

desires to use you in ministry?  Are you giving yourself to ministry in a way that is consistent 
with Paul’s teaching that you are an essential part of the body of Christ?   

 
 
 

Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
 

 
1. Most Christians have longingly thought about what it would have been like to be alive during 

Jesus earthly ministry. However, in John 16:7 Jesus taught that it was for our benefit that He 
went away.  He said, “I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” 
a. What do you think that Jesus meant by this?  
b. Jesus taught that it is to our advantage that he left.  In what ways are we better off after 

Jesus’ ascension and after the coming of the Holy Spirit?  
c. Do you think our longing to be present during Jesus’ ministry reflects an undervaluing of 

the Holy Spirit’s ministry in our lives?  Why or why not?   
 
2. The Bible is clear in its teaching that every true follower of Jesus Christ has the Holy Spirit of 

God living inside of him, and each has been given by the Holy Spirit a ‘spiritual gift’ or a ‘grace 
gift.’  As Paul says in 1st Corinthians 12:7, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good.” 
a. What is your initial reaction to this idea?  Do you know what your Spiritual gifts are?   
b. How is the Holy Spirit manifesting his power through you for the common good?  

 
3. Paul begins his teaching on Spiritual gifts by saying in 1st Corinthians 12:1, “Now concerning 

spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.”  There was obviously a great deal 
of ignorance, confusion, and disagreement about spiritual gifts in the Corinthian church.  
a. Paul taught on Spiritual gifts because he didn’t want us as believers to be uniformed.  

How would you describe you own personal understanding of the Bible’s teaching on 
spiritual gifts?   

b. What are spiritual gifts?  How would you describe and/or define the idea of spiritual gifts 
to a brand-new Christ follower?   

 
4. In teaching us about the nature of the church and its ministry, Paul uses the analogy of the 

human body.  What applications from this analogy really stick out to you?  
 
5. 1st Corinthians 12:7 teaches, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good.”  Every believer has been given a spiritual gift, and the analogy of the human body 
teaches that every part of the body is essential to the health of the whole body.  There are no 
unimportant parts.   
a.     In your opinion do you think that most Christians really believe that they have been given 
 “the manifestation of the Spirit?”  Do they believe that the Holy Spirit wants to make His 
 power known through them?  If not, why?  Do you believe this about yourself?   
b.     Why do so many Christians feel that they don’t have anything significant to offer to the 
 church and its ministry?   
c.     What would be the impact on your life and ministry if you really believed and lived out 
 what the Bible teaches on this?   

 
6. If you apply this teaching to yourself personally, do you know your spiritual gift and how God 

desires to use you in ministry?  Are you giving yourself to ministry in a way that is consistent 
with Paul’s teaching that you are an essential part of the body of Christ?   


	Being the Body of Christ 05_22_2022 A.pdf
	Being the Body of Christ 05_22_2022 B.pdf

