
SERMON NOTES May 15, 2022 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/notes 
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 
Ministry and Ministers 

Pastor Mike  
 

 
 
I. God’s grace and __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
II. The relationship between _____________________ and __________________________ 
 
 
The role of the pastor isn’t to do _______________________________________ of the church  
 
 
The pastor equips the people of the church to _______________________________________ 
 
 
III. The bond between _____________________ and _______________________________ 
 
 
Our involvement in ministry is essential to ________________________________________…  
 
 
…and is equally as essential to __________________________________________________ 
 
 
IV. Relating to each other in ____________________ and ___________________________ 
 
 
verse 15 literally calls us to be _____________________________________________ in love  
 
 
V. Growing when each _______________________________________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 

 
1. In American churches pastors are often referred to as “the minister,” and pastors talk 

about going “into the ministry.”  To what degree do you think this language reveals an 
underlying belief among Christians that pastors are the ‘paid professionals’ who do the 
important work of the church’s ministry?   
a. How do you think this type of thinking developed in the church?   
b. One of the founding doctrines of the Protestant Reformation was “the Priesthood of 

all the Believers,” that every believer is a priest before God.   If we see the pastors as 
the “minister,” are we in a sense denying this doctrine?  Explain your answer.     

c. In churches where the pastor is the primary ‘minister’ who does the main work of the 
ministry, how does that impact the ministry of that church?   

 
2. Ephesians 4 teaches that God didn’t give the church pastors so that they would do the 

primary work of the church’s ministry, but he gave pastors to equip the other members of 
the church who then will do the primary work of the church’s ministry?   
a. This teaches that the most significant work of the church will not be done by the 

pastors, but by you and the other members of our church.  You are the ministers of 
the church, and the pastors are the equippers.  What is your initial reaction to this 
concept?   

b. This teaches that God calls you to be on the front lines of ministry, while the pastors 
and church staff are to be support personal.  What are the front lines of ministry that 
you think God may be calling you to?   

c. When it comes to front lines of sharing our faith, who do you have regular contact 
with that Pastor Mike or the other church staff could never reach with the gospel?  

d. How can we better equip you for the works of ministry?  Please email Pastor Mike 
any suggestions.   

 
3. Ephesians 4 teaches that the only way for a follower of Christ to grow “to the measure of 

the stature of the fullness of Christ,” is through using their gifts by serving within the 
ministry of the church.  We cannot become fully mature otherwise.   
a.  Have you found this to be true in your own life?  How your personal spiritual growth 

during times of involvement in church ministry in compared to your growth to times 
when you were not involved?   

b. How does this idea contrast with the “consumerism” mindset that has become so 
common in the American church?  How can the church teach this idea to people who 
come to the church thinking like a consumer?   

 
4. Ephesians 4:14-15 teaches that the way to grow beyond spiritual immaturity where we are 

“tossed to and fro by the waves” is by “truthing each other in love.”   
a. What does it mean to “truth each other in love?”  How is this different than the idea of 

“speaking the truth in love?”  
b. When we apply this to the way we minister to other people, what does it mean to 

truth each other in love?  When we apply this to the way we let others minister to us, 
what does it mean to truth each other in love? 

c. What is more difficult for you, to minister to other people in this way, or to be open 
and let others relate to and minister to you in truth?  Why is that?      
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