
SERMON NOTES March 27, 2022 

Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 
 

Ephesians 3:1-13 
Driven by a Cause 

Pastor Mike 
 
Opening Question; What would our lives look like if…  
 
 
 
I. The ________________________________________________________ and the cause  
 
 
II. The _________________________________________________________ of the cause  
 
 

a. The Biblical definition of a ______________________________________________ 
 
 

b. Instead of __________________________ we have _________________________ 
 
 
 
III. The __________________________________________________________ of the called  
 
 

a. Paul is teaching us about _______________________________________________ 
 
 

b. Our only credential is __________________________________________________ 
 
 
IV. Our __________________________________________________________ in the cause  
 
 
 
V. _______________________________________________________________ our calling  
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
1. Pastor Mike opened his message by asking, what would our lives look like if we really believed the 

promises and truths taught in Ephesians 1 & 2 and applied them to our lives.  Paul’s description of his life 
and ministry in Ephesians 3:1-13 is Paul’s description of how these truths impacted his life.   

a. Do you think that really understanding, believing, and applying these truths will always have this 
kind of radical impact on our life?  Why or why not?  

b. To what degree to you think you really understand, believe, and apply the truths taught in Ephesians 
about who you are in Christ?  What impact are these truths having on your life?   
 

2. When you think of people who are excited about a product (from vitamins to cosmetics), committed to an 
interest (such as a hobby, a sport, or a team), or passionate about a cause (such as a political or social 
cause), in a way that it is something that they consistently talk about - who do you think of, and what is 
their cause?   

a. What are some causes that you’ve seen people give themselves to that you feel worthwhile?  What 
are some of the more unusual causes you’ve seen people devote themselves to?  

b. What factors produce this kind of excitement and commitment to a product or a cause? What is the 
core difference between someone who lives for a cause, and someone who doesn’t?   

 
3. In verse 8 Paul states, “though I am the very least of the saints.” He used this kind of language to describe 

himself in other passages as well, such as 1 Timothy 1:13-16 where he calls himself the “worst of sinners” 
and 1 Corinthians 15:9-10.  Do you think that in these passages Paul was only using hyperbole to make a 
point, or did he really mean it?  If he really meant it, what does that suggest about how we should look at 
ourselves?  

 
4. How does Paul seeing oneself as “the very least of the saints” not result a low self-image and a lack of 

confidence, but instead in a confidence and courage?     

a. How can we discover and live in the kind of confidence that defined Paul’s life?  

b. How do you respond to the idea that Paul’s confidence was rooted in his low view of himself?   

c. Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 and 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.  What insight do these passages give on this 
question?    

 
5. As you consider the state of our country, the problems we face, and the direction we appear to be 

heading, how hopeful and/or confident are you in the ability of God through the instrument of the church to 
bring substantive change to our culture?  

a. How hopeful and confident are you that God will use Community Church to make a substantive 
impact on the city of Akron?  

b. How hopeful and confident are you that God can and will use you to make a substantive impact on 
our church and on your sphere of influence.   

c. If we truly believed that our country really needed the gospel and that God empowers us to live for 
that cause, what would be different about our lives?  About our church?   
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