
SERMON NOTES December 12, 2021 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

 

Luke 15:11-24 
The Prodigal Son 

Pastor Mike  
 
 
Introduction: What are the _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I. The son’s choice ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

a. His ___________________________ of the father’s ___________________________________ 
 
 

b. His _____________________________ about his ____________________________ for life  
 
 

c. His _____________________________ of the father’s _________________________________ 
 
 
II. The ___________________________________________________________________ of his choices   
 
 
 
III. The son’s ___________________________________________________________________ and 

return  
 
 

a. The famine didn’t _____________________, but only ____________________ his need  
 
 

b. His problem was _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

c. ____________________________ by the humility of __________________________________ 
 
 
IV. The fathers loving ___________________________ and __________________________________ 
 
 

a. The ______________________________________________________ nature of God’s love  
 
 

b. The __________________________ that flow from __________________________________  
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 

 

1. The son’s great sin in asking for his inheritance was that the son was 

rejecting his relationship with his father.  He was telling him, “I wish you 

were dead; I want your money, but without a relationship with you.”   

a. If Jesus is giving this as an example to us of how we reject God, 

practically how do we tell God this in our lives today?  

b. Jesus is redefining sin as not primarily the bad things we do, but our 

rejection of our relationship with God.  As you look back at periods in 

your life when you were caught up in various sins, can you see how 

the real problem was your rejection of God?   

 

2. In asking for his inheritance the younger son he was telling his father, "I 

don't want a relationship with you, but I expect you to still give me 

whatever I demand.”  While we may not use those words, do we still tell 

God this in our lives?  If so, what are some practical examples of how we 

can tell God this in our actions and attitudes?   

 

3. In Luke 15:14 we are told that after the son spent everything he had, “a 

severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need.”  In his 

message Pastor Mike said that the famine didn’t cause the son’s need, it 

only revealed his need.  His real source of need came from his rejection of 

his father.  The famine was the breaking point that revealed an unhealthy 

life.   

a. When most people reach a breaking point there is some event or crisis 

that pushes them over the edge.  How can we know if the crisis is the 

real problem, or if it is only revealing a deeper need?   

b. What is the danger of blaming all our problems on other people 

and/or events (the famine), and never looking deeper in our life and 

identifying the poor decisions that are making us susceptible to the 

famine?   

 

4. Luke 15:17 tells us that the son “came to himself,” or in “came to his 

senses.”  In what way did he come to his senses?  What did he suddenly 

see that he hadn’t seen before?   

 

5. What can and should we learn about repentance from the son’s repentance 

to his father?    

 

6. What do we learn about God and his love for us from the Father’s 

response when the son returned home?   
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