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Exodus 20:17 
The Heart of the Commandments 

Pastor Mike  
 

 
I. Understanding the _______________________________________________ against coveting  
 
 

a. A simple definition; Desiring __________________________________________________ 
 
 

b. A Biblical definition; An intense ______________________________________________ 
 
 

c. The call to the __________________________________________________________________  
 
 
II. The 10th commandment ______________________________________________ the other 9   
 
 
Discontentment is the ____________________________________________ behind all other sin  
 
 
III. Coveting and the __________________________________________________ commandment  
 
 
Coveting grows from distrust in ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
IV. Coveting and the __________________________________________________ commandment  
 
 

a. Our desires reveal _______________________ in whom we _______________________ 
 
 

b. Finding contentment by pursuing the ________________________________________ 
 
 

c. ______________________________ with _____________________________ is great wealth  
 
 
V. New ____________________________ flow from a new __________________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 

 
1. Most people would agree that the commandments against things like murder, 

stealing, and adultery are important, but in your experience how important do 
people think the 10th commandment is, with its prohibition against coveting?   
a. Considering how culture promotes coveting through advertising, do you 

think that most people even think that coveting is a sin?  Explain your 
answer.   

b. In your experience and opinion, do most people think that they struggle 
with the sin of coveting.  If not, why do you think that’s the case?   

c. Do you think that you struggle with coveting?  Explain your answer.  
d. How important is this commandment?  What practical impact does ignoring 

and/or breaking this commandment have on our lives?   
 
2. Many who have studied the Ten Commandments have commented that the tenth 

command can be seen as the key to keeping all the others – especially the 
commands that deal with our relationship with other people (the 4th through the 
9th).   
a. Do you agree with this?  If we were totally content with what we have which 

of the other commandments might we still be tempted to break?   
b. How do you understand and how would you explain the relationship 

between the command against coveting and all the other commandments?   
 
3. In his message Pastor Mike said that coveting and discontentment always from a 

distrust in the goodness of God.  It always grows from believing the wrong things 
about God.   
a. What does he mean by that?  Do you agree that coveting and 

discontentment are always rooted a distrust in God?  Can you think of 
examples where this has been the case?  Can you think of any examples 
where discontent and coveting had another source?   

b. Are there areas of your life where you are struggling with coveting and 
discontentment right now?  If so, what are the wrong ideas about God that 
are behind these struggles?   

 
4. What is the relationship between the 1st commandment (You shall have no other 

gods before or in addition to me) and the 10th commandment?  If we truly put 
God first in our lives how would that impact our temptation to covet?   
a. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement; “Coveting reveals 

that we are seeking another god before or in addition to the true God, 
because it reveals where we are putting our hope, thoughts, affection and 
faith in our pursuit of happiness, fulfillment, and/or security”?   

b. Is this always true?  If not, what are the exceptions?  
 
5. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “The sin of coveting is 

not that we pursue our happiness and contentment; God wants us to do that.  
The sin is that we pursue our happiness and contentment in the wrong things.”   
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5. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “The sin of coveting is 

not that we pursue our happiness and contentment; God wants us to do that.  
The sin is that we pursue our happiness and contentment in the wrong things.”   
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