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Five hundred and four years ago, on October 31
st
 in the year 1517, a Catholic Monk by the 

name of Martin Luther posted 95 thesis to a local Castle Church door in Germany        
challenging some of the basic tenants of the Roman Catholic Church. This sparked the fire 
that launched the Protestant Reformation. In time, as Martin Luther tried to reform the   
Roman Catholic Church, he realized that no 
change was realistic and eventually began 
what would later be called the Lutheran 
Church. Community Church can trace back 
our identity to this moment. Although we have 
very little in   common with the Lutheran 
Church of today, we are ultimately a product 
of the Reformation. Many Protestant   
Churches celebrate October 31st as      
Reformation Day along with Halloween.  
 This reformation would be marked with 
many people being martyred for their              
nonconformist beliefs. This first reformation 
spurred a counter reformation within the 
Catholic Church and additional protestant 
reformations. Many of our basic beliefs come 
from this first reformation. The first and most 
basic belief that we share is a belief in    
scripture being the final and ultimate authority 
in faith and Christian practice. Martin Luther 
called this Sola Scriptura or scripture alone. 
Some verses to consider would be Joshua 1:8, Psalm 1, and 2 Timothy 3:16-17. Sola 
Scriptura was in direct opposition to the Roman Catholic view that scripture and church 
tradition are both equal authorities in Christian faith and practice. This belief in scripture 
was not unique or new within Christianity but a truth that had been lost in Western     
Christianity over the centuries before.  
 Another basic belief our church holds is Sola Fide which means faith alone.         
Although not coined by Martin Luther, it was Martin Luther who propelled this theology into 
a new spotlight.  Specifically, it means that salvation from death and destruction comes 
only through faith in Jesus Christ. Some verses to consider would be Ephesians 2:8-9, 
John 1:12, and Galatians 5:6. No good works or deeds are enough to save people from 
their sins. Additionally, the church cannot commute or lessen the effects of sin in the      
afterlife. This doctrine was another point that separated Martin Luther from the Roman 
Catholic Church. It was common in the Catholic Church of that day to sell what they called 
“indulgences” which could be used to bring relief to suffering in the afterlife on a temporary 
basis.   
      
           cont. on page 2  
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(from the Pastor) 

 
Community Church is an independent nondenominational church which can trace our beliefs back to 
this Protestant Reformation. Community Church believes both of these doctrines that are founded in 
scripture and have been present since the birth of the church. This history lesson should remind us that 
although we are independent, we share a commonality with all Christians that uphold these two basic 
tenants of true authentic Christian faith. As stated above there are many areas we disagree with other 
churches and denominations, yet there are also foundational truths we hold in common. This can and 
should bring us together without compromising our unique beliefs.  
The history of the Christian church can also give us a window into seeing the ongoing care, support, 
and provision of God for his people when they are in need. This is true both corporately and personally. 
The church in America is in need for a variety of reasons, including governmental pressure and Covid 
issues. Personally, the people of God are under attack in unique ways from our culture and government. 
I cannot say what exactly God is doing and will do but I can say that he can handle it. Know that God’s 
people, the church, have been through persecution from within and without. Morality lines have been 
blurred. Governments have been oppressive. Satan has wielded his formidable attacks. Yet God has 
sustained his people, the church, throughout it all. He will do the same in our day until judgment comes.  
 In the meantime, have confidence in the work of God. Meet God in your relational pursuits of 
Him with an open heart. Perhaps God can use you to share the Gospel with someone. Perhaps God 
can use you to meet the gap in someone’s life who is struggling emotionally or physically. Revivals 
begin through God working in ordinary Christians who open up their lives to God. The first thing we can 
practically do, in light of history and the stresses upon believers, is pray. Pray for a change of heart for 
your neighbors, friends, family members and co-workers. Pray that God would change the hearts of 
public officials who are attacking our freedoms. Pray that God would make his presence known and 
change the course of history for the American church! He has done it before and can do it again!     
 

        -Pastor Bob

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD, an international   
program of Samaritan's Purse, 
is drawing to a close.  The     
final Sunday to return your 
completed shoebox gift is    
November 7.  Thanks to each 

individual and family who completed a gift!  And, 
special thanks to each of the OCC Committee  
members who staffed the program's table!  
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MISSIONS AND PRAYER 

 

Our Mission Fair this year was very well received by the 18 missionaries who were with us for the event.  
They were all very thankful for how CCPL makes missions a priority.  Our CCPL family also enjoyed 
the Fair.  I would like to share parts of a letter that we received from Esley and Chris Patsch with Sum-
mit Missions: 

“Please express to Pastor Mike and the entire Mission Committee our sincere appreciation for the privi-
lege of participating in the 2021 Mission Fair… 

For over thirty years we have been privileged to be a part of the church’s generous mission support.   We 
began with Summit Chaplain Services/The Way Out Prison Ministry and continued to be blessed by 
your support of Summit Missions International.  We give thanks to God and to the brothers and sisters 
at CCPL for their commitment to pray and to give. 

Your team has worked diligently to make each missionary feel special and appreciated.  We know of no 
other church who faithfully provides this exposure to their members on an annual basis.  You are truly 
“one of a kind”… 

Please know that we love your church and thank God for your love and encouragement over the years.” 

This was one of many responses we have received from our missionary partners.  All the members of the 
Mission Board and I are truly thankful for how faithfully this church, through Faith Promise, has part-
nered with all the missionaries over the years.   

Thank you to all of you who have turned in your Faith Promise cards.  Even though we said we wanted 
all the cards returned by the end of October, it is still not to late.  Please remember, these cards are de-
stroyed after they are totaled. 

As always, please keep all our missionaries and agencies that we support in your prayers. 

       Don Hutchison 
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FALL FOLIGE EXCURSION BY TRAIN 

 

Last month on a beautiful and sunny Sunday afternoon, 89 of our Encore    
Ministry seniors along with their friends and guests, enjoyed riding through the 
beautiful Cuyahoga Valley aboard the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad. We 
had a relaxing time of fun and fellowship. Joining the group were missionaries 
from around the world who, during the scenic two-hour excursion, enjoyed 
sharing stories of God’s faithfulness and blessing. Our own Andy Pfaff with 
Lyon’s Photography just happened to have his camera with him so we all 
jumped off for a quick “family photo” before heading home.  

 

 

         Pastor Dave
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Encore Senior's Matinee  

Thursday November 18th we will be showing 

the movie "Mr. Hobbs Takes A Vacation"      

starring James Stewart and Maureen O’hara. 

Mr. Hobbs wants to spend a quiet holiday at 

the beach, but his wife has invited all their   

family to stay with them. 

Tickets for our annual Christmas 

Luncheon go on sale soon. Mark 

your calendar now for 12:00 

noon, Saturday, December 11
th
. 

This year we will again enjoy the 

big band sound of the Moonlight 

Serenaders.  Plan now to come 

and invite someone to come with 

you.  

Don’t miss this!!! 
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STAMPS FOR THE 
WOUNDED:  This   
well-established program 
uses canceled or used 
stamps to provide hobby 
therapy for wounded   
veterans.  Personal      
holiday mail peaks now, 
making this an ideal time 
to set aside your stamps.  
Give them to me or place 
an envelope full in the 
CRI collection box by the 
office entrance.  Thanks.  
Becky Warner   

Thanks to all of you who visited the library booth at the Ministry Fair.  I am sorry I 

couldn't be there that day.  Hopefully, you found something of interest. This month I 

have purchased "Beyond the Big C" by Jeremy Marshall who has been a cancer      

patient, as heard on Unlocking the Bible on WCRF. Also, a lovely donation of fiction 

from Maureen Wilson and Pat Barfay.  This is a series that can be read in order "or 

not" according to my friend, Maureen!  I shelved them all together and in series    

order.  You can't miss them! Thank you so much for this donation!  I am willing to 

consider any requests.  Just text to 330-926-7742 or e mail "jeaszse@yahoo.com 

                         - Diana.... "Hoping you will read a book that will change your life." 
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Ready, Aim, Fellowship 
Saturday November 

27th 
8am-10am 

The Armory and Indoor Range 
2043 Locust St. 

Canal Fulton, Ohio 44614  
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Just One More     
Chapter! Book Club 
will be meeting on      

Tuesday, November 
16, 6:30pm. The     

November book is The 
Wedding Dress       

Christmas by Rachel 
Hauck. This will be the 
book club’s Christmas 
celebration meeting 

and the final meeting 
for 2021. JOMC! Book 
Club is for all ladies 

who love to read 
books and want to get        

together to discuss 
the stories. Meetings 

will resume in January 
2022 to discuss the 

book The Book of Joe 
B by Michael Winn. 

Contact Jessica Krege 
(330-622-3897) with 

any questions. All     
ladies are welcome!  
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On Friday, November 19th at 7pm. 
Parents are invited to join us for 
treats, fellowship and a              
conversation about handing     
technology use with our kids! Bob 
and Becky White will be leading a 
conversation based on "The Tech 
Wise Family" by Andy Crouch. 
Each family will also be given a 
copy of the book. Complimentary 
childcare and a book will be      
provided.  
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Phil & Ana Magenau  11/04/2006 

Rob & Lorma McCall  11/06/1986 

Bill & Kathy Buffington  11/15/1969 

 

 

Rick & Maureen Wilson  11/23/1985 

Denny & Sharon Martin  11/26/1966 

Mike & Sandy Rybka  11/30/1991 

Chrissie Clayton   1 

Ann Fargo    1 

Barbara Scrattish   1 

Tom Falor    2 

David Wright    2 

Sheri Watkins    4 

Sherri Fox    7 

Andy White    7 

Conner Wokaty    8 

Courtney Sandman   10 

Luke Wagner    10 

Ariel Bradford    11 

Rusty Robeson    11 

Donna Rowe    11 

Sue Myers           12 

David Nash    12 

John Sulek    12 

Cheryl Nash    13 

Doug Shisler    13 

Colin Ambriola      14 

Alma Painter    17 

Rob Holton    18 

Mary Ostrow    18 

Andrew George    19 

Eva Marris    20 

Darla Smith     21 

Adam Sulek    21 

Josh Osburn    22 

Jason Eplin    23 

Susan Ratliff    23 

John Quitter    24 

Marge Vance    26 

Joey Tummel    27 

Logan Uhl    27 

Sandra Wallace    27 

Josh Wilcox    28 

Marilyn Henry    29 

Dave Wokaty    29 

Noah Kline    30 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 



         Sun                     Mon           Tues             Wed            Thur            Fri             Sat    



The Cornerstone 
Community Church of Portage Lakes 
3260 Cormany Rd. 
Akron, OH   44319-1440 
330-644-6121 

Two service format 

First Service-9:15 am 

Second Service—11:00 am 

Children’s classes and Adult Bible Fellowships  

during both service times 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.CCPL.life 


