
SERMON NOTES October 17, 2021 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

 
Exodus 20:13 

The Opposite of Murder 
Pastor Mike 

 
 
I. An ____________________________________________________________ of the 6th commandment  
 
 

a. The substance of the command; prohibiting _____________________________________ 
 
 

b. The _______________________________________________________________ of the command    
 
 

c. The underlying foundation; The unique __________________________________________ 
 
 
II. The ______________________________________________________________________ behind the law 
 
 
Rules focus on controlling _______________________, and what ________________________________ 
 
 
God’s word focuses on shaping ________________________, and who __________________________ 
 
 
III. The foundational truth of humanity’s _________________________________________________ 
 
 

a. We are created in ________________________________ with an _________________________ 
 
 

b. All our _____________________________________________________________ come from God 
 
 

c. Our natural tendency to judge by _________________________________________________ 
 
 
IV. _________________________________________________ the moral truth of the commandment  
 
 
 
God want us to see ________________________________________________________ in each person…  
 
 
…and ______________________________________________________________in the way we treat them.  
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
 
1. In recent years there have been several lawsuits filed on behalf of animals, arguing that 

the animals should be considered a person, with all the rights of a person.  A recent poll 
shows that many Americans support the idea of granting animals the same rights as 
humans.    
a. What do you think is behind this argument for the ‘personhood’ of animals?  Do you 

think this is an important issue, and if so, why?  
b. What is the difference between humans and animals?  Should humans have different 

rights than animals?  What is the basis for our rights?   
 
2. In his message, Pastor Mike talked about the difference between two views of morality. 

One is a rule shaped morality, which focuses on behavior and what we do. This is 
contrasted with the Bible’s call to a positive morality which focuses on shaping character 
and who we are. 
a. Pastor Mike mentioned the example of the ‘rule morality’ that prohibits lying in 

contrast with a ‘positive morality’ that focuses on telling the truth.  Can you think of 
other examples of how these views of morality play out in life?   

b. The 6th command against murder focuses on the rule against murder.  What is the 
positive moral principle behind this command?  What is the opposite of murder?   

 
3. Race and racial division is a huge issue in our contemporary culture.  While it hasn’t 

always been black and white, history tells us that prejudice and racism has been a huge 
problem through human history.  Colossians 3:11 teaches that the Gospel is the ultimate 
cure for racism, and in the church there should be no distinction between groups.   
a. What about the Gospel should provide the ultimate cure for racism and prejudice?   
b. Unfortunately, the church has too often fallen short in practice of this picture where 

there is no distinction between groups.  Why do you think we have failed in this?    
 
4. In his message Pastor Mike showed how the Bible teaches that our ultimate identity and 

value are rooted in the fact that all people are created in God’s image and are endowed 
with an eternal soul.  He argued that any time we argue that a person’s identity and value 
is founded in anything else, be it race, or wealth, or appearance, anything else, the real 
effect is always taking away from our true worth and value as image bearers of God. 
a. Why does seeing a person’s identity or value in something other than the fact that 

they are created in God’s image always take away from their true identity and value?   
b. How should this Biblical principle shape our understanding of and response to the 

ideas behind critical theory?  
 
5. In Matthew 25 Jesus referred to the hungry, the poor, the sick, and the imprisoned as “the 

least of these.”  Jesus harshly judged the group whom he referred to as the goats not for 
mistreating these people, but for devaluing them and overlooking them and their needs.  
a. It could be argued that these people didn’t do anything harmful to the needy around 

them but were only apathetic. Why does Jesus condemn their apathy so harshly? 
b. Is our concern or apathy towards someone always an expression of the worth and 

value we see in that person? Can we believe that a person has great value and be 
apathetic toward their needs? Explain your answer.   

c. Let’s make it personal: Who are “the least of these” in your life whom it is easy to 
overlook? What would it look like to see the image and worth of Jesus in them? 
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