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 There has been a lot of Christian cultural talk over the last year and a half about the 
role of our government and our response as Christians. This has been a constant theme 
throughout Covid. The role of our government is highlighted in the news most recently as 
we see Afghanistan fall apart before our eyes. The various sides of the argument usually 
look at Roman 13, verses one through seven, take a minute and read it now. I am going to 
take a closer look at these verses and propose possible applications to consider as you 
dive into the very real issues in your life like wearing masks, liberty, and morality.   
 There are some surface level applications we can draw from these passages      
immediately. For example, God calls us to pay our taxes. God does indeed call us to     
follow the various laws created by our governing authorities. Additionally, we are to        
respect and honor our authorities. Digging a little deeper these applications become     
ambiguous. A classic example is when a corrupt government demands that we do     
something we know to be morally wrong. It’s late 1930’s, in Germany, and the Nazi’s ask 
you to turn in Jews you are hiding. So that ultimately these Jews can have their lives torn 
apart and forced into concentration camps. In these camps they will be forced into labor 
and most likely die. It should become fairly clear, from this example, that God does not call 
us to obey our government over His moral law. If the government conflicts with God’s  
moral standards, we are to obey God and not the government. This standard is implied in 
verses one and two, in that God establishes the various world governments so he      
therefore is a higher authority. The first application is that God’s law, which is given in 
scripture, is more authoritative in our life than the government. No matter what government 
it is.  
 The second application is that we should obey the government and our local and 
state authorities as an extension of the government. This second application has become 
very ambiguous in the world of Covid. What do we do when different governing authorities 
disagree? When the CDC disagrees with the local school system, or the governor of a 
state? What about when a police officer refuses to implement a law? What if that law is 
created illegally? It is very simple to say that we should obey the government but this can 
bring the clarity of murky water in reality.  
 A third application can be seen that I think brings clarity to the second application. 
The third application is that the type of government or authority matters in how you      
practically obey the government. For example, Paul the author of Romans, in the Holy 
Spirit, wrote chapter 13 when all of Israel was under occupation to Rome. He wrote the 
letter to the Christians who lived in Rome. The letter was written before 60AD. During the 
reign of Emperor Nero. As Emperor, Nero had complete and total power. He was also  
considered insane and was absolutely morally corrupt. He was suspected of starting a 
huge fire in Rome in order to clear space for a giant palace he wanted to build. He blamed 
Christians and began a massive persecution campaign that led to many Christians dying 
in the Gladiator arena. It is even recorded that Nero used Christians as torches in his    
palace garden to light his path at night. Meaning he burned them, presumably alive. This 
comes from an ancient Roman historian named Tacitus.        
           cont. on page 2  
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It is in this backdrop that God writes through Paul, obey our earthly government, pay our taxes, 
and show respect and honor. For Christians in Rome when they paid their taxes, showed      
respect, and obeyed the government it was shockingly hard to swallow. They had no rights, no 
appeal, and no ability to formally affect the government of Rome. They could however indirectly 
affect everything by spreading the Gospel to everyone around them. In this way they changed 
the heart of Rome and ultimately the Emperors a couple hundred years later. Within 200 years 
Christianity became the dominant faith in Rome.   
 What does obeying the government look like in Democratic Republic like America? We 
elect our President, Governor, and various representatives. Obeying the government means 
working within the system setup with respect and honor. First and foremost this means voting. 
Our government calls us to vote our conscience. Are you doing that? Are you voting in state, 
local, and national elections? Expanding on this concept of government, let us look at a specific 
example. The government has in recent past required us to wear masks, and as we all know, it 
might be coming back. I have heard people say. “We must obey the government therefore wear 
your mask”. I have heard others say “don’t wear your mask, it is an illegal law that infringes on 
our rights.” Which is the higher authority? National law? State law? CDC mandates? What is 
clear, is that we have freedom. These freedoms give us the right to respectfully protest a law 
we think is morally wrong or illegal, or even if we just think it is a bad law. This is guaranteed in 
the Bill of Rights. We protest, with civility, by not obeying the law; then when the law is forced 
on us we can bring it to the court system. Finally it is decided by the judicial system, potentially 
all the way up to the Supreme Court. This is how our Democratic Republic works. It is proper 
and encouraged to challenge laws we disagree with by taking those laws to the courts through 
civil disobedience. This is obeying our government because this is how our government works. 
We are honoring and respecting people when we do this.   
 Who is right? Which is still a question hanging out there? How do we obey the governing 
authorities as Romans 13 calls us to do? Here are some applications to answering this ques-
tion specifically. First, obey your conscience. 1 Corinthians 8 makes it clear (in the context of 
food sacrificed to idols), that people will disagree at times on minor issues. I propose that  
wearing masks, and the greater conversation of how to obey the government is one of those 
minor issues. They seem major because of the reality of Covid 19 in the last 18 months but 
they are not. The second, have respect and honor to our governing authorities if we disagree. 
Go through the proper system of taking your disagreement to the courts so that legality of a law 
can be raised. Third, show respect and honor to others as we are called to love our neighbors 
(Matthew 22). Regardless of what they choose to do concerning masks they deserve to be 
treated with love in Christ. If we keep these ideas in mind we will be ready to deal with the  
heated battles to come over masks, social distancing, and vaccinations in schools, work, home, 
etc. We will handle each issue in a God honoring way that points people to Christ and           
encourages people to ask questions about our faith because we are clearly different. We will 
also know how to apply Romans chapter 13 to our everyday life.     
 
 
        -Pastor Bob
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Encore September Luncheon 
 

On Saturday Sept 18, 2021 in the gymnasium at CCPL the Encore Ministry will host a 
luncheon. Doors are open at 11:30 for those who wish to arrive a little early. The menu 
will be fried chicken along with salads and desserts provided by those attending. Lunch 
will be served a 12:00 noon so plan on arriving a little earlier. After lunch Join us as the 
members of the Derbytown Barbershop Chorus share their many talents to perpetuate 

the old American institution of barbershop singing and to promote and encourage vocal 
harmony. A time of good fellowship, you don’t want to miss. Signup is provided at the 
Connect Center today. COVID-19 guidelines including face masks, hand sanitizer and 

social distancing are encouraged.  
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Wednesday September 22nd  

10am/chapel 

We will begin a 9 week study ; We will be using 
LifeGuide Bible Study book titled "Letters of 

John: Embracing Certainty In Times of          
Insecurity" by John Stott, Dale and Sandy   

Larson.   

Cost of the book will be $5 
 

 

 

 
 Senior Matinee  

 

Thursday September 16th  

1pm/Chapel 

 

"Only Angels Have Wings" 

starring Cary Grant and Jean 

Arthur. At a remote South 

American trading port, the 

manager of an air-freight com-

pany is forced to risk his pi-

lots' lives in order to win an 

important contract.  
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My latest purchase is a book called "Angels" by David 
Jeremiah.  It is a book about who angels are, how they 
help and what the Bible reveals about them.   I think 
there is much confusion about this subject and this book 
is well researched and carefully written.  This is a small, 
easily read book.  Hope you will stop by and take a look! 
 
     - Diana 
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JOMC! Book Club 
is for all ladies who 
love to read books 

and want to get     
together to discuss 
the stories while 

making friends in 
the process. The 

group meets once a 
month on the 

4th Tuesday of the 
month (Jan.-Nov.) 

Our next meeting is 
scheduled for      

September 28, 
6:30pm in the 

church parlor. Our 
book for September 

is Journey to Freedom by Charlotte J Marky. Journey to       
Freedom tells Charlotte’s journey of leaving her homeland of 

Hungary and finally ending up in Akron, Ohio, where she 
learns about ultimate freedom in Jesus Christ, through the 

ministry of Haven of Rest. Charlotte lives locally and is   
planning to join the ladies at their September meeting. All 

ladies are welcome. Contact Jessica Krege (330-622-3897) or 
Nancy Robeson (330-819-1462) with questions. 
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Doug & Mary Ann Shisler  09/02/1966 

Josh & Leah Kline   09/03/2005 

Jim & Carol Twiddy  09/04/1964 

Jim & Brenda Thorpe  09/08/1973 

Gary & Lola Meeks  09/10/1966 

Harold & Judy Bloom  09/12/1959 

John & Kim Sulek   09/12/1992 

Gene & Charlene Inherst  09/17/1964 

Ralph & Darlene Carris  09/25/1948 

Scott & Jaime Oden  09/27/1997 

Brian & Kelly Twiddy  09/28/1994 

David & Mary Ann Benjamin 09/29/1972 

Charles Banwart   1 

Jene Jackson   2 

Lori Pinkston   2 

Dakota Hudson   3 

Thelma Brettschneider  3 

Dakota Hudson   3 

Linda McLaughlin   3 

Dorris Patterson   3 

Cindy Wright   3 

Gabriel Ryan   4 

Brenda Thorpe   4 

Paul Wright   4 

Susan Gale   5 

Hillary Smith   5 

Bill Buffington   7 

Chris Greene   7 

Jeanie Hicks   7 

Naomi Stephens   7 

Debbie Obreza   9 

Mark Bint   10 

Darla Webster   10 

Knox Williams   10 

Mary Lee Friedt   14 

Emily Keleman   14 

Lucy Cox    15 

Jayma Miller   15 

Johnathan Vollmer   15 

Anita VanBuskirk   16 

Bella Howatae   17 

David Tomich   17 

Ralph Carris   18 

Jordan Mobley   18 

Rebekah Sulek   18 

Ben Easterling   19 

Michelle Flower   19 

Kennedy Moorefield  19 

Andrew Brunty   20 

Gene Inherst   21 

Luke Bruno   23 

Wes Cox    23 

Danny Mitchell   23 

Natalie Brady   24 

Sonya DeBerte   25 

Brad Eplin   25 

Lucas Weaver   25 

Carol Nash   26 

Bob Carmack   27 

Nick Keleman   27 

Maureen Wilson   27 

Mel Channell   29 

John Dolence   29 

Deborah Jackson   30 

Ben Walker   30 



         Sun                     Mon           Tues             Wed            Thur            Fri                Sat    



The Cornerstone 
Community Church of Portage Lakes 
3260 Cormany Rd. 
Akron, OH   44319-1440 
330-644-6121 

Two service format 

First Service-9:15 am 

Second Service—11:00 am 

Children’s classes and Adult Bible Fellowships  

during both service times 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.CCPL.life 


