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A few weeks ago, our church began a new Sunday morning series on the Ten Commandments. As I’ve dug 
more deeply into my study of the Commandments, I’ve come to understand that they are far more than 
God’s moral rules for our lives.  They are God’s foundational truths for building a healthy, happy life and for 
building a healthy culture.   
 

This becomes even clearer when we remember the context of when God gave his people the Ten                 
Commandments.  The people of Israel had just been freed from 400 years of slavery in Egypt and were on 
their way to the Promised Land where God would establish them as a new nation.  Before that, they had  
never existed as a nation, and therefore had no laws, and no system of government. In that setting, God gave 
them the Ten Commandments as his God-given ten foundational truths they should build this new nation    
upon.   
 

Since these are God’s truth, the Ten Commandments are just as true and essential for all people, and all   
cultures through history as they were for the people of Israel.  Through history, a culture’s long-term health 
and success has been directly related to the degree that the culture has embraced or rejected the principles of 
the Ten Commandments.  As we get ready to celebrate our country’s 245th birthday this 4th of July, I think 
that it is important to correctly remember our history, and recognize that God has blessed America because 
our founders built this country on the foundational truths of Gods Word and the Ten Commandments.  Many 
today will argue that the United States has always been a secular country founded by the separation of 
church and state.  The facts are, as told clearly by history, that our founding documents prohibited the      
establishment of a national denomination (like the Church of England), but our country was very clearly 
founded on the principles of Biblical Christianity.  
 

Let me give some examples of quotes from our founding fathers that clearly demonstrate this truth.  At the 
Constitutional Convention in 1787 James Madison, who was the primary author of the Constitution,         
suggested a plan to divide the central government into three branches.  He explained that he based his      
proposal on the model of government given by the perfect Governor, as he read Isaiah 33:22; “For the 
LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; He will save us.”  Later, as Madison 
explained the Constitution he said, “We have staked the whole future of our new nation not upon the power 
of government; far from it. We have staked the future of all our political constitutions upon the capacity of 
each of ourselves to govern ourselves according to the moral principles of the Ten Commandments."  

  

Many who argue that the United States was established as a secular country point to Thomas Jefferson, our 
countries third president, as one who argued for this.  But consider this quote from Thomas Jefferson that is 
engraved on the Jefferson Memorial; "God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a nation be 
secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God? Indeed, I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just, that his justice cannot sleep forever.  Our country’s second president 
was John Adams.  He likewise stated his belief that our country’s only hope was building on the foundation 
of God’s truth.  He said, “It must be felt that there is no national security but in the nation’s humble 
acknowledged dependence upon God and His overruling providence.”  Two decades later at a July 4th     
celebration in 1821, the sixth President of our nation, John Quincy Adams (John Adam’s son), said, “The 
highest glory of the American Revolution was this: it connected in one indissoluble bond the principles of 
civil government with the principles of Christianity."   

              
           cont. on page 2  
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Of all our leaders, no one communicated these truths more clearly than our first president, George Washington.  
Through much of our history it was agreed that the two most important presidential speeches were Abraham       
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, and George Washington’s farewell address.  Both were memorized by school     
children in our public schools.  Washington’s farewell address was delivered to our nation as he prepared to step 
down from his last term as president on September 19, 1796.  As part of his speech, George Washington argued that 
the only hope for our nation was in founding our nation upon Biblical principles.  He argued that if we ever        
separated church from state, it would lead to the destruction of our country.  Here are his words; “It is impossible to 
govern the world without God and the Bible. Of all the dispositions and habits that lead to political prosperity, our 
religion and morality are the indispensable supporters. Let us with caution indulge the supposition that morality 
can be maintained without religion. Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that our national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious principle."  

 

Now I know that it is possible to read this short reminder of our history and become discouraged by how far we’ve 
fallen as a nation from these founding principles.  I would agree that we have rejected these truths, and I believe that 
generally all the problems that we now face are related to our country forgetting and/or rejecting the principles of 
the 10 Commandments.  But do not lose hope.  Let me remind you of one more truth from our county’s history; 
they fought for those truths!  Our country was founded on the truths of God’s word as the result of struggle.  

 

Patrick Henry, who is called the firebrand of the American Revolution, is still remembered for his words, “Give me 
liberty or give me death." But in current textbooks the context of these words is deleted. Here is what he actually 
said: “An appeal to arms and the God of hosts is all that is left us. But we shall not fight our battle alone. There is a 
just God that presides over the destinies of nations. The battle sir, is not to the strong alone. Is life so dear or peace 
so sweet as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it almighty God. I know not what course  
others may take, but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death."  

The question to us now is this, are we willing to take up the battle and fight for the soul of our country?  You might 
ask, but how are we to fight? I believe that God has called us to stand up and fight on many fronts, but let me touch 
on one for now. God has called us to appeal to his power and intervention through prayer.  

Benjamin Franklin was likely the most secular and worldly of all our Founding Fathers.  But when the               
Constitutional Convention came close to breaking down, he stood and gave an impassioned speech – urging that 
from that day on the convention begin each day with prayer.  He explained his reasoning by saying, “the longer I 
live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth—that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow 
cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid?”  Many feel 
that his speech and the resulting prayer was the biggest factor in turning the Constitutional Convention around, and 
to this day Congress starts each day with prayer because of the practice incited by his speech.   

 

Prayer changes things.  When He intervenes, God changes things.  Nothing is beyond God’s power to transform.  
We need to remember how God has miraculously worked in the past as an inspiration and a catalyst to seek His 
blessing in the future.  Let me encourage you this 4th of July to remember to pray for our country.  Pray for our  
leaders- that they would remember to pray and seek God’s wisdom and blessing.  Pray for spiritual revival.  Pray 
with great confidence – not confidence in the spiritual discernment of our leaders or in the goodness of our        
country- but pray with great confidence in the power of our Almighty God who has graciously worked in            
miraculous ways through our country’s past, and who has the power to accomplish His will in our country’s future.   

 
        -Pastor Mike 
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MISSIONS AND PRAYER 

This month I would like to highlight CCPL’s own Harry Warner, who has been working with CRI 
(Christian Resources International).  I would like to start by giving you highlights of a citation that was   
given to Harry by the president of Mission Cry/CRI, Rev. Jason Woolford. 

“Man of God Harry Warner, 

When I think about the nearly 22,000 pounds of material that you brought to the mission, it blesses me. 
Thank you for your missions minded heart, your faith in action and the ministry of introduction that you 
have. It encourages me to think that you have been a part of this ministry for nearly twelve years. The book 
value that you have helped bring to the mission is nearly $250,000 worth of Bibles and Christian books, of 
which all have gone overseas. Someone who needed, desired, and prayed for a Bible or a Christian book to 
encourage them in their faith received it for free due to your generosity. I can only imagine the day that you 
get to Heaven and you are greeted by some of those that got saved or were encouraged by a Bible or a  
Christian book that they received because of you.” 

Harry recently told me that much of the materials that came from this area came from CCPL.  These books 
and materials have all been shipped overseas to missions in Africa, China, the Philippines, etc. The         
materials have been provided to new believers to enable the development of their faith, education and    
service in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.  

Much of the above was made possible by the materials 
donated in the blue tub in the CCPL hallway. Most 
often this is only a handful of materials no longer 
needed in the home. Harry would like to extend his 
genuine appreciation for the generosity and support of 
this project by the CCPL community. It is a perfect 
demonstration of the impact small donations can have 
if maintained over a long period of time.  

On behalf of the Mission Board, we would like to 
thank you, Harry, for your years of service. 

If you would like to know more about Mission Cry/
CRI, you can go to the website www.missioncry.com 
for more information. 

We will all have the opportunity to meet Rev. Jason 
Woolford and his wife, Maria, this October, as he will 
be our Keynote Speaker at the CCPL Mission Fair. 

As always, please continue to pray for all our           
missionary partners and mission agencies. 

Save The Date!  The CCPL Mission Fair will be    
Sunday, October 10.  More details to come later. 

      
 Don Hutchison 

http://www.missioncry.com
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 DID YOU KNOW THAT ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL THINGS YOU CAN DO…WHEN YOU 
ARE IN TROUBLE OR UNDER ATTACK IS TO PRAISE GOD? 

 

 I love 2 Chronicles chapter 20!  I need to read it often.  In that chapter the king of the nation of Judah 
was King Jehoshaphat.  We are told he was a man who feared the Lord; he loved the Lord.  In this passage, 
the Moabites and the Ammonites came against the little nation of Judah and hopelessly outnumbered them.  I 
mean this was NO CONTEST!  The Moabites and the Ammonites (both enemies of God) were set to win hands 
down if God didn’t intervene…and  Jehoshaphat knew that better than anyone! 

 So…Jehoshaphat called the people together and led them first in a prayer meeting.  Not in a strategic 
planning session, which is what I think about doing when things are going crazy at work, at home or at church.  
Jehoshaphat didn’t do that.  He called a prayer meeting and  lifted his eyes upward with the people and led 
them in saying, “Lord, we’re in trouble.”  I’m sure that the Lord already knew that, but God needed to hear His 
people say that; and His people needed to admit that too, I think.  When we say we ’re in trouble that means 
that we are humbling ourselves and we’re acknowledging that we can’t handle this on our own. Jehoshaphat 
said, “Lord, we don’t know what to do.  If You leave us to ourselves, we will be defeated.  But our eyes are   
upon You.  We’re taking our eyes off the enemy; we’re getting our eyes off our own measly troops and         
resources and weapons and we’re lifting our eyes upward to You.” 

 God gave Jehos the assurance that He (God) was going to win the battle the next day.  However, He 
didn’t tell him how.  So Jehos went out in faith.  And on the evening before the battle, he called a PRAISE 
meeting to follow the prayer meeting and said, “God has said He is going to win the victory.  Let’s praise Him 
for it before we can even see the outcome;     before God even shows us how He is going to do this.” 

 Now let me tell you, that’s a hard time to praise the Lord when you have His promises, but you can’t 
see how it’s all going to work!  Somewhere in your head you know that God is going to work in your marriage, 
in your children, in your workplace, in the pressure points of your life.  You know God will see you through, but 
when you can’t see how it’s going to   happen…the first thing I don’t think about doing is to call a PRAISE 
meeting! 

 So…the choir and the people began to sing praises to the Lord. Then the next morning, the day of the 
battle, the day when they all thought they were going to be wiped out, Jehos called another praise meeting…
and this time he sent the choir and the instrumentalists to the front of the battle line!  How’d you like to be in the 
choir THAT day?  I don’t think so!  So, there were the singers and the band out in front of the troops.  In front of 
the men with the weapons!  I might have been willing to sing, but I think I would have preferred to stay BEHIND 
the army! 

 Verse 21 says, “Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise Him for the splendor of 
His holiness as they went out at the head of the army saying:  ‘Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures 
forever.’”  I’m sure that their hearts were pounding.  Mine would have been!  You see, praising the Lord and 
exercising faith doesn’t mean that you don’t feel afraid.  It means that you step out in spite of the fear and you 
praise the Lord anyway!  Verse 22 says, “As they began to sing and praise, the Lord sent ambushes against 
the men of Amon and Moab who were invading Judah and they were defeated.”  How?  It doesn’t say.  I don’t 
know!  I think many of us never enter into deliverance because we don’t do what Jehos did; that was to sing 
and praise the Lord.  It’s easy to do that at the end of the battle.  But doing it in the midst of uncertainty?  That’s 
the challenge.   

 Often times I remind our choir and band that we have the best seats in the house.  We not only lead in 
worship but we can see God at work in our congregation.  Those in the choir and orchestra that day in Judah 
saw, first-hand on the frontline, what God did!  Those behind with their weapons never got to see the          
awesomeness of God that day.  Oh, they heard all about it and joined in praising God for His deliverance, but 
they never got to experience it first-hand like the musicians did.  No doubt the choir and orchestra had stories 
about God’s deliverance that no one else understood. 
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 You know, I guess as I think more about it, I wouldn’t want to be anyplace else than there in the front row 
ahead of the troops leading the charge for God.  Maybe that’s why here at Community Church we sing with such 
conviction and play our instruments with such passion.  We want to be on the front-line praising God for what he 
has done.  And why not?  If I can learn to praise Him in the good times, I will be ready and prepared to praise 
Him during the tough times. 

 

I can hardly wait for Sunday to come!  Let’s join together and lead the charge and see what God will do! 

 

Pastor Dave (PD) 
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Bonjour Ladies!!  

Save the Date for our ‘Weekend in 

Paris’ Women’s Conference! 

When:  Friday September 24th &     

        Saturday September 25th 

Where:  Community Church of 

                  Portage Lakes 

Stay tuned for more details!! 
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Tom & Missy Falor     7/1/1987 

Fred & Mona Hoppstock        7/1/1961 

Josh & Anne Osburn     7/3/1999 

Nick & Stevie Galemmo     7/7/2001 

Bob & Sheri Watkins     7/10/2010 

Karl & Mary Boss      7/13/1985 

Jonathan & McKenna Brunty    7/20/2019 

Harold & Linda Turk     7/24/1976 

Louie & Debbie Obreza     7/25/1970 

Joseph & Jessica Furno     7/26/2014 

Al & Sonya DeBerte     7/28/1979 

Terry & Sunda Papp     7/28/1984  

Anthony Bruno   1 

Cassandra Vollmer  1 

Deborah Cortel   2 

Lois Kline   2 

Frank Cameron   4 

Hannah Keleman   4 

Christine Cole   5 

Nancy Robeson   5 

Lisa Williams   5 

Josh Kline   6 

Jeff Allen   7 

Tom Oden   8 

Kim Sulek   9 

Denny Davis   10 

Frank Koby   10 

Judy Mervine   10 

Abi Sulek   10 

Ana Magenau   11 

Micah Stephens   11 

Michael Zane   11 

Judy Bloom   13 

Kristen Johnson   14 

P. J. Rowe   15 

Brooke Holmgren   16 

Pete Flower   17 

JoAnn Brady   18 

Nancy Randall   18 

Mark Miller   19 

Don George   20 

Craig Larson   20 

Dan Minard   20 

Theresa Keleman   21 

Terry Papp   21 

Brenda Reppa   22 

Paul Wilson   22 

Rich Arny   24 

Don Hutchison   24 

Amanda Howatae  25 

Mandi Rector   26 

Keith Virden   26 

Matthew Galemmo  28 

Sherry Kocher   28 

Teresa Richardson  28 

David Rybka   28 

Jonathan Rybka   28 

Bob White   28 

Sharon Martin   29 

Brooke Eplin   31 

Bill Randall   31 

Rachel Sulek   31 





The Cornerstone 
Community Church of Portage Lakes 
3260 Cormany Rd. 
Akron, OH   44319-1440 
330-644-6121 

Two service format 

First Service-9:15 am 

Second Service—11:00 am 

Children’s classes and Adult Bible Fellowships  

during both service times 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.CCPL.life 


