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Dear Family,  

In the past year I’ve heard countless people express their concern about the spiritual and moral state of our country.           
Spiritually and morally our country seems to be in decline.  Reflecting on our political climate, many have commented that 
our country has never been more divided.  There seems to be a lot to be discouraged by, and little hope going forward.   

I have found that often I find hope looking forward by looking back and seeing in history how God has worked in similar 
times.  There has been a time that our country has been as or even more divided politically, morally and spiritually.  In the 
1840s and 50s the country was in the midst of a great political divide.  The fight over votes during the settling of the Kansas 
territory led to bloodshed and hundreds of deaths as people on both sides formed their own militias.  The divide amongst  
politicians was so great that in 1956 Representative Preston Brooks used a walking cane to attack and nearly kill Senator 
Charles Sumner.  As we know, that divide  eventually led to the Civil War.   

Spiritually American was also in decline through the 1840s.  It was a time of prosperity, and people were seeking riches rather 
than God. The churches were losing people, and worldliness was creeping in.  A number of Christians who had become    
concerned over the materialism that pervaded the land, and the fact that the young were growing up without God, began to 
pray that God would break the love of money over people's lives and send another revival to the nation.  Morally the country 
was divided over slavery.   

In the midst of these discouraging times, God brought a great revival in the most unexpected of ways.  It started in 1957 when 
a New York businessman felt called to start a lunchtime prayer meeting.  At the start of the first meeting no one showed up, 
but by the end 6 had wondered in.  Within weeks it grew to 100, and they started meeting daily.  Over the next few months 
pray meetings started to spring up throughout the country.   It became such a phenomenon that even the secular press began to 
report on it.  For example, an article in the March 20th, 1858 copy of the New York Times had this to say about the revival: 

"The great wave of religious excitement which is now sweeping over this nation, is one of the most remarkable movements 
since the Reformation . . . Travelers relate that on cars and steamboats, in banks and markets, everywhere through the      
interior, this matter is an absorbing topic. Churches are crowded; bank-directors' rooms become oratories; schoolhouses are 
turned into chapels; converts are numbered by the scores of thousands. In this City, we have beheld a sight which not the 
most enthusiastic fanatic for church-observances could ever have hoped to look upon;--we have seen in a business quarter of 
the City, in the busiest hours, assemblies of merchants, clerks and working-men, to the number of some 5,000, gathered day 
after day for a simple and solemn worship. Similar assemblies we find in other portions of the City; a theatre is turned into a 
chapel; churches of all sects are open and crowded by day and night."    

The article concluded, “It is most impressive to think that over this great land tens and fifties of thousands of men and women 
are putting to themselves at this time in a simple, serious way, the greatest question that can ever come before the human 
mind--'What shall we do to be saved from sin?'"  
 
Many churches began having nightly services in which to lead people Christ.  People across the nation prayed, and churches 
filled.  At its peak, there was an estimated 50,000 converts per week. During a two-year period, 10,000 were joining churches 
weekly.  The Awakening of 1857-1858 brought over one million new converts into the American Church and revived the over 
four million church members present before the Revival. The new life within the churches was shown most dramatically by 
the resurgence of           evangelism. 
 
In previous revivals there were pastors who sparked the revival and who were known as the great evangelists, but in this 
awakening, it was the laymen who stepped out as the great evangelists.  This was a revival driven by prayer.   Though it 
peaked in 1858, it did not stop there. Throughout the Civil War, camps had great revival meetings--over 150,000 were      
converted in the Confederate army alone.  It also crossed the oceans. In Britain, close to a million people joined the churches 
due to the revival that swept that land. 
         cont. on page 2  
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(from the Pastor) 
 
  
 As I look back at how God has worked in the past, it gives me great hope for how God could work in the future.  God worked 
powerfully in response to people’s prayer, and we still have that same access to God’s presence and power.  And as we look at 
what is happening in our country and the world, we need God’s intervention now more than ever.  Because we feel so strongly 
about the need of the prayer, the elders have annual set aside a week to call the church to pray.  Usually, we start the year with 
our week of prayer in January, but this year because of concerns with COVID, we decided to move the week of prayer to the 
end of March, as a preparation for Easter.    
I want to encourage and challenge you to participate in this year’s week of prayer.  As more people have participated, we’ve 
had to expand our week of prayer to 12 days, to give more opportunities for people to participate.  It will start Sunday, March 
21st, and is scheduled to run through Thursday, April 1st.  The primary focus of our “100 Hours of Prayer” is a call for people to 
sign up to pray for an hour, ideally in our church’s prayer room.  We realize that the idea of spending an hour in prayer might 
seem intimidating to many, so we have set up the prayer room with various aids and guides to help make your prayer time more 
meaningful.  Most significantly, each person will also have the opportunity to share prayer requests, knowing that more than a 
hundred other people from the church will be praying over the requests, as the walls will literally be covered with prayer     
requests and praises.  

We realize that because of COVID concerns or for other reasons, there will be some who are not comfortable or who are not 
able to come into the prayer room.  We are still encouraging you to sign up for an hour and join others in our church in our 
commitment to pray.  For those praying at home, we will be making some resources available online to help you in your prayer 
time.     

There will be signup sheets in the church lobby, and you can also sign up online or by calling the church office.  I hope and 
prayer that you will sign up and come pray for an hour – or more!  There is something really exciting about being part of an 
ongoing week of prayer -- when you know someone else has been praying in the prayer room before you arrived, and then 
when you finish your hour, you are able to pass the baton to the next person.  It’s been wonderful over the years to hear       
numerous people share how the tools in the prayer room helped them, how quickly the hour went, and how meaningful their 
prayer time was.  

I hope and pray that this week of prayer will be meaningful to each of us that participates, helping prepare our hearts for our 
Easter celebration.  I pray that it will be significant for us as a church, as we seek God’s blessing.  And I pray that it will be a 
small part of the great work we pray God will do in our country – that once again he will bring a great revival that grows out of 
the prayers of his people.  I cannot overstate the importance of this coming week.  While we seldom realize it, our real need for 
God’s intervention is overwhelming.  In close, I want to ask you to read and reflect upon the words of Jesus in John 16:23-24; 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked  
nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

 
        - Pastor Mike 
 

  New Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 

Little is known about the prophet, Micah, other than 
he lived in a town in southern Judah; a contemporary 
of Isaiah and Hosea. His message was the coming 
wrath, the fall of Samaria.  Our new Wednesday   
Ladies Study will begin Wednesday, March 24@9:30 
am. Those meeting in person, we will meet in the 

Chapel (far end by Robinson). those who aren’t  comfortable with, or can’t attend in person, 
there will be Livestream. In the event of bad weather, or cancellation of in-person meeting, I 
will do the Livestream from home, on Facebook. Please let me know if you will be participating 
and whether you will attend in-person, or by Livestream. Any questions? Text Sonya DeBerte 
at (330) 592-6132; email me at fearzero@aol.com, Or call the office and ask to be added to 
the class. 
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MISSIONS AND PRAYER 

As you are all probably aware, in February we had a coffee drive for the Haven of Rest.  We would 
like to thank all those who participated and brought cans of coffee in to the church office.  I can tell 
you that this coffee is deeply appreciated by the Haven, as at this time of the year when it is so cold, 
they go through a lot of coffee.  Not having to purchase this coffee is a blessing and saves them a 
great deal of money. 

At the present time, we are still being a collection point for items for the Haven of Rest’s Hope 
Totes program.  If you are not aware, the Hope Totes contain, for the most part, personal hygiene 
products.  There is a flyer on the bulletin board across from the Chapel which lists all the items 
needed.  Jan Pluck, who leads the volunteer program at the Haven, will be taking the items          
collected to the Haven for us.  Thanks, Jan! 

Our Mission budget has been set for 2021 and once again, the Mission Board would like to thank 
everyone for their generous giving to Missions.  Because of your generous giving, we did not have to 
cut any of our funding to our missionaries and are looking forward to the blessings of 2021.   

As a Mission Board, we would certainly like to thank each of our missionary partners and agencies 
for their faithful service in bringing the Gospel to the world.  We would also like to thank you, the 
Church, for your giving to support these servants of the Lord over the years. 

If any of you have a heart for missions and would like to serve on CCPL’s Mission Board, please let 
me know.  I would welcome the chance to speak with you about it. 

Please continue to lift up our missionaries in prayer often. 

        Don Hutchison 
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Contact Dave Schroyer (330.644.6121) if you have any questions about the Encore Ministry. 

SOME THINGS I HAVE LEARNED OVER THE PAST YEAR 
 

 

It has been over a year now since my wife, Marianne, died. The loss of the partner who was by my side for a 
half century created a Grand Canyon-sized hole in my life.  The present and the future have changed         
drastically.  I’m so thankful that she was such an integral part of my existence for so long. Her presence       
enriched my life and helped me become a better person.  She was beautiful in life and she was beautiful in 
death.  Her love for Jesus Christ, her personal Savior, radiated around her. Marianne was an encourager of 
others.  I remembered that again this Christmas season when a few friends here at church enclosed notes in 
Christmas cards of things they remembered about her.  I read those notes many times during the holidays.  
They really helped me maneuver through my first Christmas alone. 
 

“I do.”  Two words, that’s all, but they signified the beginning of a committed relationship designed to last a   
lifetime on earth.  They were much anticipated words, and their expression to each other was filled with joy.  
Two little words…but very significant.  Throughout our marriage there were many couplets of words that       
became standard: “See you.” “I’m home.” “What’s up?” “Love you.” “Ready yet?” “Let’s go.”  They were all part 
of an ongoing relationship, and they connected two people together. 
 

But there comes a time when words disconnect a relationship or signify with sadness that it ’s over.  There are 
words I’ll never hear again from Marianne, and words I’ll never say again to her.  Sometimes when something 
occurs, I think of going home and sharing it with Marianne...but now different words come to mind: “Not here,” 
“Never again.” “She’s gone.” “Marianne died.” What I would give for one more conversation with her. 
 

I have never felt the presence of God as close as I have felt Him over these past 12 months.  I have such 
peace that He has control of my life and my future.  I had no idea that I would be ‘single’ again after 53 years, 
but God knew and I have no doubt that His plan is absolutely better than what I would choose.  Marianne ’s 
mother will celebrate her 98

th
 birthday in August.  So, I figured I’d be gone long before Marianne died with that 

heritage.  However, God had a different ending that neither of us anticipated.  Has that shaken my faith in 
God’s plan or His timing?  Not one bit! 
 

Each of our lives is totally in His control and part of His master plan for our days on earth.  His Word reminds us 
that ‘our days are in His hands’ and He is the ‘author’ of those days.  The Bible also says that we are to trust 
Him for everything…and be anxious for nothing.  So, why are we anxious and frightened of the things that we 
can’t control?  How clear the Bible is: 
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths”.  Proverbs 3:5-6   

 

This past year my faith in and my love for my Savior has grown tremendously.  Am I still on my grief journey?  
Absolutely.  I attend a monthly grief group with 4 other men.  It is still very lonely as I face the reality of being 
single again and identified as Dave instead of Dave & Marianne when I’m introduced.  It is, but now I            
understand more than ever when Jesus said that “I will never leave you nor forsake you”.  He has never failed 
to be my Rock in a storm or my Helper in a time of need. And now I understand His assurance of being my 
Comforter in my time of loneliness and sorrow.   

 

 “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is Thy faithfulness.  The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in 
Him’” (Lamentations 3:22-24 rsv). 
 

Father God, I’m so glad that You will never leave me.  You love me so much; I can barely comprehend it.     
Yes, Lord, my hope is in You.  Amen.      

         - Pastor Dave 
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Join us on Wednesday, March 17th for 
our Movie Matinee in the Chapel at 

1:00pm 

 
During World War II, 8-year-old Bruno                   

(Asa Butterfield) and his family leave Berlin to take up 
residence near the concentration camp where his  

father (David Thewlis) has just become commandant. 
Unhappy and lonely, he wanders out behind his 

house one day and finds Shmuel (Jack Scanlon), a 
Jewish boy of his age. Though the barbed-wire fence 

of the camp separates them, the boys begin a        
forbidden friendship, oblivious to the real nature of 

their surroundings  

 

 

March Luncheon 

Saturday March 20, 2021 

Noon 

Sign-up in the lobby or online   
starting February 28th 
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Rich & Billie Arny   03/06/1971 

Ben & Kathy Walker  03/17/1967 

 

 

 

Tom & Becky Oden   03/20/1971 

Jim & Diana Pryor  03/24/1978 

Charlie Gale     1 

Lauren Wagner     1 

Mary Ann Shisler     2 

David Mobley     3 

Jaime Oden     3 

Dave Baker     4 

Stevie Galemmo     7 

Carol Talley     7 

Becky White     7 

Don Burdette     8 

Gene Hill     8 

Seth Uhl      9 

Candy Elliott     10 

Richard Fox     10 

Brooklyn Rector     10 

Cynthia Burdette     11 

Dave Dickson     12 

Steve Rector            12 

Hannah Stephens     12 

Gabe Martter     15 

Nate Martter     15 

Faith Brunty     16 

Judy Rowe     16 

Vincent Connelly     17 

Logan Miller     17 

Gavin Robeson     18 

Ingrid Stillman     19 

Ryan Wallis     19 

Michelle Wright     21 

Beth Brunty     22 

Samuel Keleman     22 

Jasren Mobley     23 

Christian Gale     27 

Chip Seibert     27 

Sarah Wroblewski    27 

Evey Gale     28 

Kadynce McCann     31 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays   





The Cornerstone 
Community Church of Portage Lakes 
3260 Cormany Rd. 
Akron, OH   44319-1440 
330-644-6121 

Two service format 

First Service-9:15 am 

Second Service—11:00 am 

Children’s classes and Adult Bible Fellowships  

during both service times 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.CCPL.life 


