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Church Family, 
 

 The cold and snow have arrived and we are in the long days of winter 
before the spring thaw. With changes to our calendar at the church because 
of Covid we seem uncharacteristically slow around here, yet as busy as ever 
with the many Bible studies available. The changes I mentioned include  
postponing baptisms and the 100 hours of prayer over Covid concerns. Both 
of these items are slated to take place in March now. It might be surprising to 
realize that it is time to begin looking to the Lent season and Easter. Covid 19 
is still on the mind of everybody, but with the vaccine beginning to be rolled 
out, the end seems to be slowly approaching.  
 
 Lent is one of the oldest Christian traditions that dates back to the     
Apostolic Church. That means it existed before the Catholic Church. Lent is 
short for Lenten which is middle English for “spring”. This year, Lent begins 
February 17th, on what is traditionally called “Ash Wednesday” and continues 
until Easter on April 4th. Lent is a forty day period before Easter, excluding 
Sundays, that is used by Christians for fasting, baptism, and in preparation 
for Easter by drawing closer to Christ.  
 
 Many evangelicial Christians have a negative association with Lent 
because of past experiences. Maybe you remember the ritual of getting 
ashes put on your forehead, or you assocaite Lent with a stale religion that 
breeds death, verses having a relationship with a living God. Perhaps you 
were guilted into undertaking a discipline for Lent, like fasting, and it did not 
go well. For others, you might night have been exposed to Lent at all. I do not 
want to minimize these bad associations because your experiences are valid 
and they bring clarity to who you are and what you believe today, yet Lent 
can be a great tradition that helps us connect with God and prepare our 
hearts for the Passion of Christ.  It is my hope that regardless of where you 
come from, as you read this, you will be challenged to reconnect with God 
and discover the power of his resurrection anew.   
 
          cont. on page 2  
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(from the Pastor) 
 

  There is a variety of ways you can draw close to God over the 40 day 
Lent period.  I suggest you pick an activity that you enjoy that will help foster a 
deeper relationship with God.  These activities are called spiritual disciplines.  I will 
recommend a few but there are many more than what I will reference here.  If you 
like to write, you could read through the passion narrative (the week before Jesus 
goes to the cross beginning with his trimphal entry) and journal your thoughts, 
meditations and feelings along the way.  You could even write down your prayers.  
Another possiblility might be to meditate upon scripture through taking an aspect 
of God or a verse of scripture and prayerfully considering it each day of Lent. In 
this way God will teach you about himself and his character. Be sure to pray for 
him to join you in this process and to help you understand what it is that you can 
learn from your time with God.  Traditionally Lent has been a time of fasting.    
Fasting is actively choosing to deny yourself food in order to partake in spiritual 
food from God (Matthew 4:4, John 6:50-59, Romans12:1).  If you are going to fast, 
make sure it is not about legalism and pride but about connecting with Christ.  Use 
the time you are not eating to pray and study scripture.  If you love music and want 
to connect to God through worship during Lent, you can take extra time and     
worship him through praise songs.  These songs can be found online for free and 
do not need to be purchased.  If you really want to be adventurous, you can listen 
to Johann Bach’s “Passion of St. John” check it out with subtitles on YouTube.  For 
those people reading this online simply copy this in your browser 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=dd__Ak6OONk).   It will not appeal to everyone, but 
for some of you, it might be a great way to focus and worship God this Lent      
season. 
 
 Although 2020 is over, much of the stress, confusion and frustration remains 
as many of the issues that plagued last year are still evident today.  Why not find a 
way to bring new life and meaning to the Lent season by embracing God in a new 
way? You have nothing to lose and everything to gain. 
 
  

        - Pastor Bob 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dd__Ak6OONk
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WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 24th 

6:30pm—8:30pm 

Springfield Lake Roller Rink 

1220 Main St. 

Lakemore, Oh 44250 

$3.00 skate rental 
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Contact Dave Schroyer (330.644.6121) if you have any questions about the Encore Ministry. 

DON’T FLINCH…….STAND FIRM! 

 

Not long ago I was reading, Hebrews 11, one of the great ‘Faith Chapters’ in the Old Testament and being en-
couraged that great men of God had to learn to walk by faith just like I have had to learn that too.  Verse one 
says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (ESV).  In that 
context the chapter goes on naming these great men. 

 

“By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain”…(vs 4).  “By faith Enoch was tak-
en up so that he should not see death”…(vs 5).  “By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning 
events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household.” (vs 7).  “By 
faith Abraham…by faith Sarah…by faith Issac…by faith Jacob…by faith Joseph…by faith Moses…”   

 

Moses?  The murderer Moses?  The dude that ran for his life from Pharaoh and hid for 40 years in the desert?  
The Moses that God continually pursued to rescue his people from Egypt?  The Moses that continually gave 
God excuses about his stuttering and lack of confidence?  But because of Moses’ faith God promised Him that 
he would be with him…with him on top of Mt. Sinai when God gave him the 10 commandments.  Even when 
Moses messed up, due to his anger, which disallowed him from entering the promised land, God was with him.  
Moses understood fear…but he acted by FAITH. 

 

Tucked away in the folds of Hebrews 11 is a two-word biography worth a second glance:  “He endured” (11:27, 
NASB)  The Living Bible says, “He kept right on going.”  The New International Version: “He persevered.”  
Moffattt’s quaint rendering says, “He never flinched.” 

 

Moses was the one who hung tough…who refused to give in or give up…who decided that no number of odds 
against him would cause him to surrender and give up.  He possessed the disciplines of durability.  He had 
staying power.  Once Moses made up his mind, nothing would deter the man.  He endured, despite the criti-
cism of some who were closest to him.  Often the words of those he trusted most cut deeply; but he refused to 
back off.  Misunderstood, murmured against and misrepresented, Moses “never flinched.” 

 

The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 6:13 possibly had in mind when he boldly proclaimed that we put on every piece 
of God’s armor so that we will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil.   

 

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm.” (Ephesians 6:13) 

 

Then after the battle you will be standing firm having seen first hand the reward of our faith in God’s provision 
and protection. 

 

I don’t know where this finds you?  Maybe you are stronger than ever…determined not to shrink back…
pressing on with a full tank of resolve.  That’s great, however, you may be getting shaky.   Your normally thick 
hid of moral purity and ethical integrity may be wearing thin.  It’s possible you’ve begun to listen too closely to 
the world and their approval?  In the past you have stood strong alone against the tide, but today you’re feeling 
yourself weakening? 
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         Join us for this 8 week  
LifeGuide Bible study and discussion 

         Thursday mornings 10:00AM -11:30 AM in the 
Chapel and on Facebook Live 
Starting February 11 2021 

 
          Given all the turmoil of this past year the one 

thing that Christians 
          Should, and do, possess rises to the top... 

HOPE. 
 

          "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, 

          to give strong support to those whose heart is 
blameless"  

           2 Chronicles 16:9 (a)           
            Study Guides are available in the office 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVIE MATINEE 

WED, FEB 17TH AT 1:00PM 

CHAPEL 
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Ron & Mary Ostrow  01/02/2012 

Jack & Pam Ford   01/13/1968 

 

 

 

Chip & Mary Ellen Seibert  01/15/1966 

George & Theresa Keleman 01/22/1991 

Raette George     3 

Jim Thorpe     3 

Marilyn Clounie     6 

Barry Ganoe     6 

Phil Magenau     6 

Don Mervine     6 

Betty Reynolds     6 

Loretta Slezak     6 

Becky Warner     7 

Madison Bint     8 

Jim Mitchell     8 

Kylie Berry     9 

Cole Bruno     9 

Leah Kline     9 

Bob Henry     10 

Gail Bleibtrey     11 

Marilyn Barkey     12 

Andrea Easterling    14 

Saige Rankin            15 

Jackson Eplin     17 

Leesa Sears     17 

Mike Cameron     20 

Catherine Hartenstein    20 

Katie Butcher     21 

Carolyn Hayes     23 

George Stiffler     23 

Ken Slezak     24 

Ayden Pamer     25 

Alexander Eplin     26 

Dan Cortel     27 

Rob McCall     27 

Bud Nine     27 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays   




