
SERMON NOTES January 31, 2021 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

 
John 16:25-33 

An Overcoming Faith  
Pastor Mike 

 
 
I. The foundation of ________________________________________________________ with God  
 
 
It is a relationship that is…  
 

a. Marked __________________________________________________ access and intimacy  
 
 

b. Defined by _____________________________________________________________ for you  
 
 

c. Established by your ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
II. The promise of ______________________ as a means of _______________________________ 
 
 
How is the promise of ________________________ and ________________ the source of peace?  
 
 
Our peace is in knowing the ______________________ of God’s _____________________________ 
 
 
III. God’s ______________________________ overcomes our _________________________________ 
 
 
Personal question: When you fail, is God ______________________________________________? 
 
 
 
IV. God’s ________________________________ overcomes any ______________________________ 
 
 

a. Our_____________________ will be in direct proportion to our __________________ 
 
 

b. Jesus offers us not only _________________ but also _____________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
1. In his message Pastor Mike talked about how some professing Christians talk about 

a divide between the Old Testament and God the Father and the New Testament 
and Jesus.  They argue that the Father is defined by his holiness, justice, and wrath, 
while Jesus is defined by his love, compassion and forgiveness.  An example of this 
kind of thinking are those who call themselves “red letter Christians,” who say we 
should only study the teachings of Jesus.   
a. Have you interacted with people who have argued this view?  How did you 

respond to their arguments – or how do you think you would respond to them?  
b. These arguments convince some because there is clearly a distinction between 

the Old and New Testaments.  Why would you contend that there is a unity 
between the Old and New Testament message and a unity between the Father 
and the Son in spite of those differences?  

c. Pastor Mike said that the most obvious error of those who call themselves “red 
letter Christians” is that they have to ignore the teaching of Jesus to believe it.  
What did he mean?  How do you respond to that idea?     

 
2. In John 16:32-33 Jesus tells his disciples that they will face persecution and 

tribulation, to the point that they would all fail and abandon him. Then he says in 
the beginning of 33, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.”  
How should we understand these words from Jesus to be a source of peace? 
a. Most of us naturally feel that a promise of peaceful circumstances and a lack of 

tribulation is what would bring us peace. Why do we feel this would bring us 
peace? 

b. What is different about Jesus’ perspective so that he tells us our awareness of 
tribulation and of our failure should lead us to peace?  Why would this lead us 
to peace?  

c. As you apply this teaching to your own life, what tribulation do you fear, and/or 
what failure do you regret? What is the peace that Jesus wants you to find in 
him? 

 
3. In John 16. 32 Jesus told his disciples that he knew that a moment of crisis was 

coming, and that when it came, they would all fail and abandon him. 
a. When the disciples failed and abandoned Jesus, do you think that Jesus was 

disappointed in them?  Why or why not?  
b. When that happened, were they disappointed in themselves? Why or why not?  
c. If the disciples were more disappointed in themselves when they failed and 

abandoned Jesus that he was in them, why was this the case?   
d. How does this printable apply to you when you fail God in some way?  When you 

fail God, is he disappointed in you? Why or why not? How should this impact 
the way you approach him after you fail? 

 
4. Jesus ends his teaching to his disciples in John 16:33 by telling them, and us, “In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  
a. How has he overcome the world?   
b. Pastor Mike pointed out that the word translated “take heart,” isn’t a passive 

word calling us to “not be afraid,” but is an active word, calling us to “have 
courage,” and to “be bold.”  Why is this an important distinction?   

c. How is God calling you to be bold?  What does that look like in your life?  
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