
SERMON NOTES January 17, 2021 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

 
John 16:4-15 

God’s Definitive Provision  
Pastor Mike 

 
 
I. Our ____________________________________________________________ in times of crisis  
 
 
II. God’s _____________________________________________________ for our ultimate needs  
 
 
How Jesus’ leaving is for ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

a. We have God’s ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

b. We have God’s __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
III. The Spirit’s ministry ______________________________ to the _________________________ 
 
 

a. The spirit will ______________________ the world regarding ____________________ 
 
 

b. Our world’s greatest problem is _____________________________________________ 
 
 

c. The ____________________________ of faith in the ________________________________ 
 
 
 
IV. The Spirit’s ministry ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

a. God’s ____________________________________________________ in teaching us truth  
 
 

b. He teaches us to fix what’s ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Closing challenge;  
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
 

1. In John 16:5-6 Jesus tells his disciples, “But now I am going to him who sent me, and none 
of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your heart.”  The disciples were so overwhelmed by the emotion of the crisis 
that they were unable to rightly understand and process the truth Jesus was teaching.   
a. It is easy to see how this was true of the disciples back then, but can the same thing 

be true of us today? How can we know if the emotion of a crisis is keeping us from 
understanding and applying God’s truth properly?   

b. Can you think of times in your past when the emotion of a crisis blurred your ability 
to rightly understand and apply God’s teaching?  If so, what did you learn from that 
experience that you can apply going forward?  

c. What does this truth suggest about how we as believers need to love and shepherd 
other believers when they are going through a time of major crisis?    

 
2. Many Christians have expressed how they would love to be able to go back in time to be 

with the disciples, and to have the advantage of being able to see and hear Jesus 
ministry and observe his miracles.  But in John 16:7 Jesus said to his disciples, “it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But 
if I go, I will send him to you.”   How is it to our advantage that we live after Jesus 
ministry and ascension?  How do we have more in the Holy Spirit than if we were with 
Jesus in his earthly ministry?   

 
3. In John 16:8 Jesus taught that when the Holy Spirit comes, “he will convict the world 

concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”  
a. Do you see the Holy Spirit convicting the world concerning sin, righteousness, and 

judgment?  In a world that increasingly rejects truth, how do you see him doing this 
today?  What is our role as believers in this ministry of the Holy Spirit?   

b. In verse 9 Jesus teaches that the essence of sin is “they do not believe in me.”  In his 
message Pastor Mike said that the world’s greatest problem is unbelief in Jesus.  Do 
you agree?  If so, how is this the greatest problem in the world?  

c. In our world we face all kinds of needs and problems.  If the root of all problems is 
unbelief in Jesus, how should this impact the way we respond to world’s crises?    

 
4. In explaining the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives as followers of Jesus, Jesus taught in 

John 16:12-13, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.”  In his message, 
Pastor Mike said Jesus is teaching us about the Holy Spirit’s patience in teaching and 
growing us in our Christian life.  When we are young, there are many truths we cannot 
bear.   
a. Can you relate to this ministry of the Holy Spirit in your own life?  How have you seen 

God’s patience in teaching, convicting, and growing you in your Christian life?   
b. How can understanding this aspect of the Holy Spirit’s patience in growing us 

encourage your in your Christian life?   
c. How should this teach you to be patient with others in their growth?  

 
5. How do you define what’s most wrong in the world? How do you define what’s most 

wrong in your life?  How can the Holy Spirit’s ministry in your life fix what is most 
wrong in your life?    

 

 

Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 

2. In John 16:5-6 Jesus tells his disciples, “But now I am going to him who sent me, and none 
of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your heart.”  The disciples were so overwhelmed by the emotion of the crisis 
that they were unable to rightly understand and process the truth Jesus was teaching.   
a. It is easy to see how this was true of the disciples back then, but can the same thing 

be true of us today? How can we know if the emotion of a crisis is keeping us from 
understanding and applying God’s truth properly?   

b. Can you think of times in your past when the emotion of a crisis blurred your ability 
to rightly understand and apply God’s teaching?  If so, what did you learn from that 
experience that you can apply going forward?  

c. What does this truth suggest about how we as believers need to love and shepherd 
other believers when they are going through a time of major crisis?    

 
2. Many Christians have expressed how they would love to be able to go back in time to be 

with the disciples, and to have the advantage of being able to see and hear Jesus 
ministry and observe his miracles.  But in John 16:7 Jesus said to his disciples, “it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But 
if I go, I will send him to you.”   How is it to our advantage that we live after Jesus 
ministry and ascension?  How do we have more in the Holy Spirit than if we were with 
Jesus in his earthly ministry?   

 
3. In John 16:8 Jesus taught that when the Holy Spirit comes, “he will convict the world 

concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”  
d. Do you see the Holy Spirit convicting the world concerning sin, righteousness, and 

judgment?  In a world that increasingly rejects truth, how do you see him doing this 
today?  What is our role as believers in this ministry of the Holy Spirit?   

e. In verse 9 Jesus teaches that the essence of sin is “they do not believe in me.”  In his 
message Pastor Mike said that the world’s greatest problem is unbelief in Jesus.  Do 
you agree?  If so, how is this the greatest problem in the world?  

f. In our world we face all kinds of needs and problems.  If the root of all problems is 
unbelief in Jesus, how should this impact the way we respond to world’s crises?    

 
4. In explaining the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives as followers of Jesus, Jesus taught in 

John 16:12-13, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.”  In his message, 
Pastor Mike said Jesus is teaching us about the Holy Spirit’s patience in teaching and 
growing us in our Christian life.  When we are young, there are many truths we cannot 
bear.   
d. Can you relate to this ministry of the Holy Spirit in your own life?  How have you seen 

God’s patience in teaching, convicting, and growing you in your Christian life?   
e. How can understanding this aspect of the Holy Spirit’s patience in growing us 

encourage your in your Christian life?   
f. How should this teach you to be patient with others in their growth?  

 
5. How do you define what’s most wrong in the world? How do you define what’s most 

wrong in your life?  How can the Holy Spirit’s ministry in your life fix what is most 
wrong in your life?    
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