
SERMON NOTES September 6, 2020 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

 
James 5:13-16 
Healing Prayer  

Pastor Mike 
 
 
I. The __________________________________________ and __________________________________ of prayer  

 
II. ______________________________________________________________________________ of healing prayer  

 
a. It must be a prayer ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. __________________________________________________________ about the prayer of faith   

 
2. It is an expression of faith in the __________________________________________ of God  

 
b. The ______________________________________________________________________________ with oil  

 
c. The _______________________________________________________________________________ of sins  

 
III. The promise ________________________________________________________________ through prayer  

 
a. It’s not a promise of ____________________________________________________________ healing  

 
Remember to use ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

b. The promise is defined by the __________________________________________________________ 

 
IV. Bringing our ________________________________ to God with the ________________________________ 

 
a. We need faith in _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. We need to surrender to ________________________________________________________________ 

 
God doesn’t want us to __________________________; He wants us to _______________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 

1. There is a lot of confusion and disagreement about the idea of God’s healing and 
prayer among Christians today.  Opinions range from some who say that all 
miracles have ceased to others who use passages such at James 5 as the basis for 
faith healing ministries.   
a. What has been your opinion about the Bible’s teaching on issues related to the 

idea of the spiritual gifts of healing, prayer and healing? 
b. Why do you think there is so much confusion and/or disagreement in the 

church on this subject?   Many churches avoid the teaching of James 5:13-16, 
and the kind of prayer ministry it calls the church to; why do you think this is 
the case?   

 
2. James 5:15 promise that “the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick.”  What is 

the prayer of faith that God is calling us to in this passage?  
a. In his message, Pastor Mike talked about several wrong interpretations of 

what God is calling us to with the prayer of faith.  What is your experience with 
some different ideas about this prayer of faith, and what is your response to 
Pastor Mike’s teaching about how we should view these different ideas?   

b. According to Pastor Mike in his message, what is the prayer of faith God is 
calling us to?  Practically, what does it mean for you to pray this kind of prayer 
of faith in hard times?    

 
3. James also teaches that as part of this prayer, we are to confess our sins to one 

another, and that this confession is related to healing.  
a. Some have interpreted this to teach that our sickness is the result of 

unconfessed sin, and only after we confess this sin can we be healed.  Why is 
this view wrong?  How would you respond to someone who voiced that view?   

b. What is the relationship between healing and the confession of sins that James 
is teaching?    

 
4. James 5:15 seems to give a unconditional promise; “the prayer of faith will save the 

one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up.” 
a. Is God promising that is if we pray in the right way, God will always answer 

our prayer through physical healing?  Why or why not?   
b. If this is not what this passage is teaching, then what is it teaching?  What is the 

unconditional promise we are given?   
 
5. One of the most common pictures of prayer is a person trying to negotiate with God 

during times of crisis.  We say something like, “God, if you get me out of this, I 
promise I will do….” 

a. Do you ever negotiate with God in your prayers?  
b. If we negotiate with God, we may not use these blatant words, but this is still the 

heart behind our prayers.  What other forms can our negotiating prayers take?   
c. If God does not answer our prayers as we hoped, and our response is anger, 

frustration, or a sense of “God should do this…” should we see this as revealing a 
heart that is driven by performance and or negotiation rather than unconditional 
surrender?  Why or why not?  
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