
SERMON NOTES August 2, 2020 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

 
James 4:13-17 

The Best Laid Plans 
Pastor Mike 

 
 
Opening Question; How should we ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
I. The wrong kind of ___________________________ God is _______________________________ 
 
 

a. The Bible does not condemn __________________________________________________ 
 
 

b. The problem of making plans _________________________________________ to God  
 
 
When we plan and live without regard to God, we are _______________________________ 
 
 
II. An accurate _____________________________ on the _____________________________ of life  
 
 
 
III. Planning and living life with the __________________ of Biblical ____________________ 
 
 

a. Acknowledging our ____________________ of God’s grace for ___________________ 
 
 

b. Admit what we ______________________ and what _______________________________ 
 
 

c. __________________________ God in our daily ______________________________________ 
 
 
We can’t say, “if the Lord wills” until we first _________________________________________ 
 
 
The key is humility about ______________________ and confidence in ____________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
1. How have you responded to the upheaval to your plans caused by COVID-19?  

How do you feel that James’ teaching in 4:13-17 about our lack of control in life, 
and our inability to accomplish our plans applies to current events?    

 
2. Some might take James’ words here to speak against making long term plans in 

life.  Is that what he is teaching?  Why or why not?   
a. Look at Proverbs 6:6-9 and Luke 14:28-33.  What do these passages teach 

regarding God’s will for us in making plans?  
a. We live in a world where we can exercise far more control in our plans 

than any other generation.  Can our many responsible plans for various 
eventualities (retirement accounts, all kinds of insurance, etc.) cause us to 
look to these plans for our security more than we look to God?  

b. How can we be responsible in planning for these various eventualities 
while we also nurture a proper and necessary trust in God?  

 
3. James 4:13-17 confronts believers who in areas of their life (such as business, 

relationships, entertainment, etc) live and make plans without regard to God.  
While they believe in God and worship Him on Sunday, He plays little or no role 
in their day to day decisions and activities.  In his message, Pastor Mike called 
this problem “practical atheism.”  
a. How do you feel about this description?  
b. Would you agree that this in an increasing problem in the modern 

American church; the faith that we declare on Sunday is increasingly 
disengaged from the way we live through the week.  Do you agree with this 
assessment?  

c. If so, what factors do you believe contribute to this problem?   
d. What factors contribute to this challenge in your own life?  Are there areas 

in your life where you are a practical atheist?   
e. What can you do to change this in your life?  

 
4. James calls us to pray in a way that daily acknowledges our need and God’s 

provision, and that seeks and submits to His will.   
a.  If this is something that you don’t do on a daily basis, why don’t you?  

What are some practical reasons?  
b. If it fair to say that our lack of prayer reveals an inconsistency between 

what we claim to believe (about our need and God’s sovereignty) what we 
really believe, as revealed by our actions?  What does the change in our 
prayer habits when we face a crisis reveal about this?  
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