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I think all of us would agree that the first half of 

2020 has brought a level of crisis and stress 

that is unprecedented in most of our lifetimes.  

Just when things seem to be looking better 

with the pandemic, the terrible events leading 

to the death of George Floyd has exposed the 

deep racial divide that persists in our country.  

Then what started as peaceful protests has in 

many places mutated into violent riots and 

looting.  While we keep hoping things will get 

better, deep down we fear what else might 

happen to make things worse.  I think we 

would all agree that in these times it is easy to 

get overwhelmed and discouraged.   

 

How do we find hope in times like these?     

According to the Bible, one of the most       

important things we can do is worship.  That 

may sound like a surprising diagnosis, but it is 

what is clearly taught in the Bible.  If you read 

through the Psalms, you will find that it was  

worship that carried David through his darkest 

days.  Job was overwhelmed by his series of 

tragedies, until he had a new vision of God’s 

glory in chapters 38-42.   

 

In Isaiah 61 the prophet Isaiah tells us that God 

anointed him to bring hope and good news to 

God’s people in the midst of major national 

crisis.  In verse 2 he says that he was           

proclaiming, “the year of the LORD’s favor, and 

the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 

all who mourn.”  He continued that his       

message would “grant those who mourn in 

Zion” the hope they needed; “to give them a 

beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the garment of 

praise instead of a faint spirit.”   We need the 

oil of gladness instead of mourning, and the 

garment of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

 

Let me ask you to think about this picture – 

putting on a garment of praise instead of a 

faint spirit.  A garment is something you have 

to put on.  It’s not something you are born with.  

It may be given to you, but you still have to put 

it on.  Beyond that, garments aren’t made to 

be hung in a closet, or to be put in a drawer. 

Garments are made to be put on and worn.  It 

is something that you must choose to put on.  

 

So, what is the Bible teaching us about the 

garment of praise?  It is a beautiful gift God 

has given to us; When we are adopted into 

God’s family, it’s part of the gift he gives us to 

welcome us to the family.  But while it is ours, 

each of us have to make the decision to put it 

on.  Nobody can do praising for you.  When 

life is overwhelming, and you find yourself  

overcome, worn out, and discouraged – at 

that time we have to decide to put on the 

garment of praise.  In doing this we will have to 

take off the garment of discouragement – the 

faint spirit.  You can wear one or the other – 

but you can’t wear both at the same time.   

 

As elders, it was our awareness of the im-

portance of worship that contributed to our 

decision to re-open our church as soon as we 

felt that it was safe.  Through this pandemic, 

there has been all kinds of discussion about 

essential and nonessential services.  Some 

governors have argued that churches are 

nonessential, and therefore even now in some 

States churches are extremely limited in their 

ability to reopen based on this designation.  

However, we need to remember that histori-

cally churches have always been considered 

amongst the most essential institutions in a cul-

ture’s life. Cities were built around the church 

being at the center. And worship was consid-

ered an essential activity. 

 

 

    cont. on page 2  
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(from the Pastor) 

That is not only true historically, but the Bible teaches that worship is an essential part of our life.  

One of the 10 Commandments, which were given by God as the 10 foundational directives 

upon which a culture can be built is to “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.”  In Psalm 

42 David describes his need for worship as being comparable to our need for water – you can’t 

get more essential than that.   

Because of the threat of the pandemic, through the past few months we’ve worked hard to do 

our best to provide the highest quality possible services in our online streaming.  However, we 

also realize that meeting through online streaming it’s not the same as meeting in person.     

Hebrews 10:25 teaches to not neglect “to meet together, as is the habit of some, but            

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

 

Now we know there are some in our congregation who are in a high-risk category, and who feel 

unsafe about coming out in such a public setting.  For that reason, we are committed to    

continuing to live streaming our services, as well as other on-line studies and ministries.          

However, I also want to encourage those who are feeling safe to leave your homes for other 

activities, remember the Bible teaches that worship is essential for our spiritual health.             

Regardless if you are able to join us live or not, remember the teaching of Isaiah 61, that in 

these trying times, the only way that we can avoid being overwhelmed by a faint spirit is to 

make the choice to put on the garment of praise    

           

          -- Pastor Mike 
 
 
 

                                     Picnic & Worship 

On Sunday June 28th at 10:30am we will have an outdoor worship service. It will be our only 
worship service that morning. We will still stream the service live. We will have chairs setup to 
use in a Covid 19 approved manor. You are also encouraged to bring your own chairs and blan-
kets to use on the grass. For more details check our website.  
 
Immediately following the worship service we will have a Picnic. This will be a “bring your own 
food” Picnic. We want to get together as a community and fellowship but want to be aware of 
possible Covid 19 concerns. You can pack a lunch and bring it, or visit a local food establish-
ment and bring it back to the church. There will also be a bounce slide available for kids along 
with various yard games. For more details check our website.  
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Update about our ministries during the shutdown 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving forward we will have limited Children's   ministry and 

child care available during the 11am service only. This in-

cludes activities and care for kids who are infants through 

5th grade. Please note that you are welcome to keep your 

kids in the service with you as well.  

 

Specifically we are following these best practices in           

response to Covid 19 concerns.  

 

Each room will be limited to 9 kids with 2 adults watching 

over them.  

Social distancing will be encouraged. 

Each room will be thoroughly cleaned after use.  

When possible, outdoor activity will be utilized.    
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Weekly online studies and groups 

Sunday 

Worship Services; 9:15am and 11:00am; View our live services that are available on our website 
(www.ccpl.life) and the Community Church of Portage Lakes YouTube channel.  Video of previous 
sermons are always available on our YouTube Channel, simply go to YouTube.com and search 
“Community Church of Portage Lakes” 

 

College and Young Adults Pray 15 Live on Zoom; 10:30am; On Zoom. Call Luke Wagner at          
330-760-0903 to get an invitation and instructions on how to join this amazing prayer circle. 

 

Kids – Sunday Mornings Check out the Kids@Community Group Facebook page. Our children’s   
director Sarah Wroblewski will be posting both fun and educational posts for the kids. Log into your 
Facebook and search Community Church of Portage Lakes, click on the Groups and look for 
Kids@Community.  Click “Request to Join” if you haven’t joined that group previously. study.)  

 

Q and A with Pastor Mike; 3:00pm; On Facebook live. Log into your Facebook and search           
Community Church of Portage Lakes, click on the Groups and look for Church Community.  Click 
“Request to Join” if you haven’t joined that group previously. 

 

Youth Group; 6:30pm; On Instagram, Log into your Instagram account and search 
@studentsatcommunity then click the “follow” button.  Watch the live sessions by clicking on the    
circular picture on the upper right hand side. 

 

College and Young Adults Bible study; 8:00pm; On Zoom. Call Luke Wagner at 330-760-0903 to get 
an invitation and instructions on how to join this study. 
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Weekly online studies and groups (Cont.) 
Monday  NEW STUDY!!!! 

 

Monday Night Bible Study – The Reason for God; 7:00pm; On Zoom with Pastor Bob.  This will be a 6 week study BEGIN-
NING MAY 18.  This study will be answering questions about the Bible and God including:  Is the Bible a myth? Why does 
God allow suffering?  How can God be full of love and wrath at the same time?   

Zoom meeting ID & Password (these will be the same every week) 

Meeting ID:  995 328 8488 

Password:  12345678 

If you have any problems or any questions, please call Pastor Bob directly at 330-316-7663 

 

Tuesday  

 

Bible Study on Philippians with Pastor Mike; 3:00pm; On Facebook live. Log into your Facebook and search Community 
Church of Portage Lakes, click on the Groups and look for Church Community.  Click “Request to Join” if you haven’t joined 
that group previously. 

 

Wednesday  

 

Zoom Small Groups – Youth Ministry; 6:30pm on Zoom Call Pastor Joseph Furno at 330-904-8073 to get an invitation and 
instructions on how to join these Live Small Groups. 

 

Kids – Wednesday Evenings - Check out the Kids@Community Group Facebook page. Our children’s director Sarah 
Wroblewski will be posting both fun and educational posts for the kids. Log into your Facebook and search Community 
Church of Portage Lakes, click on the Groups and look for Kids@Community.  Click “Request to Join” if you haven’t joined 
that group previously. 

 

Thursday 

 

Live Worship with Pastor Dave; 2: On Facebook live. Log into your Facebook and search Community Church of Portage 
Lakes, click on the Groups and look for Church Community.  Click “Request to Join” if you haven’t joined that group previ-
ously. 

 

Galvanized – Recovery Group; 7:00pm on Zoom call Tom Hutchison at 234-206-0004  to get an invitation and instructions 
on how to join this live recovery group. 

 

College and Young Adults game night; 7:00pm On Facebook live. Log into your Facebook and search Community Church of 
Portage Lakes, click on the Groups and look for College&Career@community.  Click “Request to Join” if you haven’t joined 
that group previously. 
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Church Family,  

 

We do live in strange times. Covid 19 and 2020 in general might be the most defining event of this generation of 

youth. There is a lot that we could be thinking about and considering. The pandemic has changed life temporarily 

for everyone in the country. For some it has changed their financial outlook for a very long time. Loved ones, friends, 

and strangers alike are suffering and sometimes dying because of Covid 19. The psychological toll might be even 

higher through the rise of addiction, loss of faith, and feeling of helplessness. Now most recently racial unrest, rioting, 

and pillaging that stems from the controversy that came out of Minnesota.  

 

A lot can and should be said about these events as they effect everyone. Certainly there are deeper issues and 

power struggles at play. Including politics, hatred, fear, and spiritual warfare. Satan is using these events for his pur-

poses. Of course, God is also using these events for His glory and His plan for He is sovereign over all that happens. 

Throughout all this I find myself pondering a variety of questions: what can I do? What should I do? How can I help? 

What is my responsibility? What would God want me to do?  

 

We have been working through James on Sunday morning as you all know. James addresses this issue broadly 

when he states: “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 

affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world (James 1:27).” Jesus also addresses what we should do in 

Matthew: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me (Matthew 

25:40).” So what is the answer? What can we do to help? You might not be able to stop all rioting in Cleveland/Akron. 

You cannot stop all spread of Covid 19. Yet you can do your part. You can care for the people around you every 

day. You can look for opportunities to care for the poor, afflicted, widows, and orphans.  

 

Only you can answer who are the “least” in your context. Someone at work perhaps? Someone down the street? 

Someone who lost their job from Covid 19. Someone who lost a family member or friend? How might you help? Fi-

nancial concerns are the easiest to spot and certainly needed. Someone you know might need help with rent or a 

medical bill. Someone else might need help picking up the pieces after looting and rioting did serious damage to 

their store. These are legitimate needs but there is another kind of need that can be met. Someone you know might 

need someone to talk to in order to keep them grounded through the stress and anxiety of this time. Do you know 

any high school seniors who are missing out on the end of their year? How can you say “good job” or “I understand” 

to these kids? Perhaps you know someone who just needs you to listen to their story of being a victim of racism. May-

be you know someone who needs to find a job? How can you help them accomplish this? The ultimate thing you 

can do to help someone change their life for the better regardless of what they are struggling with is to share the 

Gospel of Jesus with them. The Gospel is the reality that Jesus is God and that he came down to earth 2000 years 

ago to die for our sins. So that we can have right relationship with God. So that we can be forgiven of our sins. The 

death of Jesus on the cross brings us salvation and opens the door for that relationship. He took our punishment and 

we received his righteousness. So that God now sees Jesus instead of our sin when we enter into relationship with 

him. When was the last time you shared the Gospel with the “least of these”? I encourage you to look around and 

see the need that is before you. Ask God to show you the need you can meet and how you can meet it? Get crea-

tive in how you care for the orphan and widow. Take this opportunity to care for the “least of these”.  Share the Gos-

pel, meet a financial need, tell a senior how proud you are of them. Ask God to show you what you can do and 

then faithfully do it! In this way we can all do our part to help in the strange times, in the crisis that is before all of 

us.      

 

Pastor Bob        
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Bob & Patti Young   6/10/2014 

David & Rebekah Stephens 6/17/2006 

Jim & Sandra Schonover 6/18/1955 

Terry & Darla Smith  6/20/1975 

Bill & Nancy Randall  6/21/1964 

Paul & Sandy Wilson  6/22/1974 

Dave & Chris Wokaty  6/25/1977 

Don & Bonnie Hutchison 6/28/1969 

Craig & Brenda Larson 6/28 

Bud & Joyce Nine  6/28/1957 

Jim & Lori Mitchell  6/29/1984 

Bob & Becky White  6/29/2013 

Brad & Ashley Eplin  6/30/2012 

Rob & Michelle Gonser 6/30/1984 

Lynn & Sue Myers  6/30/1962  

Paula Magenau  1 

Bob Watkins   1 

Rob Chaffin   2 

Margaret Starcher  4 

Melissa Wilcox   4 

Aaron Nash   5 

Becky Oden   5 

Easton Papp   5 

Joe Dalton   6 

Steven Haines   6 

Breanna Sellers  6 

Joseph Cole, Jr.  8 

Janet Riley   8 

Tadd Howatae  9 

Mary Ellen Seibert  9 

McKenna Snow  9 

Jim Twiddy   9 

Betty Grandy   10 

Mary Jane Thorsson  10 

Andy Pfaff   11 

Kelly Twiddy   13 

Jim Pryor   14 

Jayson Rowe   14 

Maria McLane   15 

Al Moses   15 

Dave Rankin   16 

Jan Pluck   17 

Sandy Rybka   17 

David Bradford  18 

Alan Buckley   18 

Diana Pryor   19 

Darla Uhl   19 

Wendi Mobley   19 

Kelsey Watkins   20 

Sharon Ganoe   21 

Chris Keleman   21 

Mary Ann Barnes  22 

Phillip Brady   22 

Debbie Virden   22 

Hunter Oden   23 

Karl Boss   23 

Aiden Howatae  24 

John Jacoby   24 

Joseph Furno   26 

Roger Fling   28 

Shelly Sandmann  28 

Jack Williams   28 

Betty Eller   30 

Birthdays   

Anniversaries  
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