
SERMON NOTES June 7, 2020 
Today’s notes also available at CCPL.life/Connect 

James 2:14-26 
Living Faith  
Pastor Mike 

 
 
I. An _________________________________________________________________________ contradiction  
 
Remember the rules for interpreting scripture…   
 
 

a. The Bible is all __________________________ so we should look for __________________ 
 
 

b. ___________________________ passages are intended to _______________________________ 
 
 
II. ____________________________________ thought by ___________________________________ words  
 
 

a. Two meanings of ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The primary use of the word means __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
It can also mean _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

b. Two types of ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The equation illustrating saving faith 
 
 
 
III. _____________________________________________________________________ signs of a truth faith  
 
 

a. A ____________________________________________________________________________ of faith  
 
 

b. An _________________________________ faith based on right ___________________________ 
 
 
IV. ____________________________________ sign of a ________________________________________ faith  
 
 
Closing question; 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 

1. Over the years many people have struggled with the teaching of James 2:14-26 
because of its apparent contradiction with the teaching of Paul about faith and 
works.  For example, in Romans 3:28 Paul teaches “For we hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law.”  But James 2:17 teaches, “So also 
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”  How do you understand, and 
how would you explain what many see as this apparent contradiction between 
the teaching of Paul and James about faith and works?  How did Pastor Mike’s 
message help you understand this issue?     

 
2. James 2:14 asks, “What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have 

faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone?”  The 
key words are “if you say you have faith,” and can “that kind of faith save 
anyone?”   
a. James seems to be saying that it is possible for someone to say or claim 

that they have faith, while in reality they don’t have the faith they claim.  
How is this possible?  What does this look like?   

b. When James refers to “that kind of faith,” it implies that there is a kind of 
faith which is different from Biblical saving faith.  What is he talking about?   

c. How can we know we have a true Biblical saving faith?    
 
3. A recent nation-wide poll amongst Americans by George Barna revealed that 

68% consider themselves Christians.  Yet the same poll reveals that there is 
virtually no difference between the morality and behavior between those who 
claim to be Christians and the rest of the population.   
a. What is your reaction to the high percent of Americans who consider 

themselves Christians?  Why do you think the numbers are so high?  
b. Why do you think Barna’s poll (like other similar polls) reveals that there 

is little or no difference between the behavior and morality of those who 
claim to be Christians and those who don’t?   

 
4. James teaches that while both are important, by themselves neither a public 

profession of faith or good theology is necessarily a sign of true faith.  Is this 
consistent with what you have heard or believed? 
a. Look at and compare James 2:14-17 and 1 John 2:9-11.  
b. Look at and compare James 2:18-20 and Matthew 25:31-46.   

 
5. James 2:18 says, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? 

I will show you my faith by my good deeds.”  
a. In an honest self-assessment, what does the nature of your character and 

behavior say about the nature of your faith?  What does it show or reveal 
about your faith?  

b. What would your coworkers say that your attitude and actions at work say 
about the nature of your faith? 

c. What would your family members say that your attitude and actions at 
home say about the nature of your faith? 
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