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James 2:1-13 

Judging on Face Value 
Pastor Mike  

 
 
The challenge of ____________________________________________________________ God’s word 
 
 
I. Applying God’s word regarding ____________________ and __________________________ 
 
 

a. The command in vs 1 is literally, “___________________________________________” 
 
 

b. The core issue; Being awed by ________________________________________________ 
 
 
II. The problem of partiality __________________________________________________________  
 
 

a. The danger of seeing ______________________ in _________________________________ 
 
 

b. Following the __________________________ of Jesus’ ______________________________  
 
 
Jesus always treated people with the same ___________________________________________ 
 
 
III. Practical challenges of ______________________________________________________________  
 
 

a. Our love is demonstrated by our actions toward the _______________________  
 
and the _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

b. We need to see each other through __________________________________________ 
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Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 

1. How big of a problem is prejudice and favoritism in our contemporary American 
culture? 
a. How big of a problem is it in the contemporary American church? How big of a 

problem is it in our church? 
b. Should our faith as followers of Christ make a radical difference on this issue?  If so, 

why should it make a radical difference?   
 
2. In James 2:1, when James calls us to show no partiality, he literally calls us to stop 

judging the face, or in our modern language we would say stop judging on face value.  
He then talks about the twin sins of partiality or favoritism (vs. 1) and prejudice (vs. 4).  
Both judge others on external; favoritism gives some special treatment based on eternal 
qualities, while prejudice treats some worse because of external traits.   
a. Are you more likely to fall prey to the temptation of favoritism (special attention to 

the blessed) or prejudice?  
b. Through most of the passage James uses the example of our tendency to judge 

people based on their dress and financial status.  What are other externals that we 
tend to judge people based on face value?   Which are most common in our culture? 
Which will tend to be most common in the church? Which would you personally 
tend to struggle with? 

 
3. James challenges his readers on these issues of prejudice and favoritism as sins the 

church was blind to.  To what degree do you believe that is still true of us today?   
a. Some have said that Sunday morning is the most segregated time of the week, not 

only racially, but also socially, economically and generationally.  Do you agree with 
this criticism?  If so, should this be an issue of concern?  If this is true, why is it 
true?  

b. How different do you think the American Church is (in general) than the rest of our 
culture when it comes to prejudice and favoritism?  Are there areas where we 
judge on externals even more than the culture?  

 
4. It has been said that the opposite of love is not hate, but indifference; when we don’t 

even care enough about another person to notice them.  Thus, our prejudice against the 
unlovely can make itself known not by our rejection of them, but by our indifference. 
a. What was the error of the church in James illustration (vs. 2-4), the special 

attention given to the rich man, or the lack of attention given to the poor man?   
b. Who are people in our church, and in our lives that we can fail to notice, and to 

recognize their special needs?   
c. What is one practical step that you can take this week to show love toward 

someone with special needs, or whom you might be tempted to overlook?  
 
5. James teaches that the core issue that should negate favoritism and prejudice in the 

church is that as believers we should be awed by the glory of Jesus.  What is the 
relationship between being awed by the glory of Jesus and treating each other without 
partiality?   

 
6. The overarching challenge behind James teaching in chapter 2 is the call in 1:22 to “be 

doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”  What will it look like 
for you personally to be a doer of the word that James teaches in James 2:1-13?    
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