
Daniel 5 

The Writing on the Wall 

 

 

1. The challenge of an existential threat  

 

 

A crisis can be an opportunity for growth or a revealer of our nature  

 

 

2. Understanding the disease of pride and the cure of humility 

 

 

a) The hurdle of pride; Believing we are in control  

 

 

b) The stumbling block of humility; Surrendering to God  

 

 

3. The natural response of pride in a crisis  

 

 

a) We self-medicate our fear and pain with parties and pleasure   

 

 

b) We demand that God submit to us and our gods  

 

 

4. The call to submit to God and his truth  

 

 

a) The timeless and absolute nature of truth  

 

 

b) The practical nature of truth  

 

 

c) God’s truth is given as an expression of his grace  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 

 

1. The context of Belshazzar’s party in Daniel 5 was that the Babylonian army had just been 

defeated, and the Persian army was camped outside the city walls. 

a. Why did he choose to react to this existential threat by throwing such a wild party?  What 

do his actions say about our natural reaction to fear and pain?   

b. Understanding that this is a natural human reaction, can you remember times that you 

tried to deal with fear and pain by self-medicating through partying and/or pleasure?  In 

retrospect, how effective was that strategy? 

c. In what ways are you still tempted to try to deal with fear and pain through self-

medicating with substances and/or pleasures  

 

2. In his message, Pastor Mike talked about all addictions being a form of self-medication of 

our fear and/or pain. What did he mean by that? Do you agree that this is always the case? 

 

3. In his message Pastor Mike said that any major crisis in our life can be an opportunity for 

growth, or it can reveal foundational problems in our character.  

a. What do you think he meant by this? 

b. How has this been true for our country in this current crisis?  How has it been an 

opportunity for growth, or what has it revealed about our character? 

c. How has this been true for you personally in this current crisis? 

 

4. We all naturally struggle with the problem of pride; we naturally want to be in control of our 

lives, and it is hard to admit that we are not.  However, the ultimate cure to the problem of 

pride is humility before God – not only admitting that we are not in control, but also 

admitting that God is in control, and then submitting to him, and his wisdom and authority.  

a. Do you agree that the problem of pride – of wanting to be in control – is something that is 

natural for all of us?  How have you struggled with this in your own life?   

b. Can God break us of this pride without sending us through a crisis where we struggle 

because we find ourselves out of control?  Explain your answer.   

c. Can we admit that we are not in control and still not find the humility before God of 

submitting to his wisdom and authority?  Explain your answer?    

 

5. When confronted regarding his pride in Daniel 4, king Nebuchadnezzar not only 

acknowledged he was not in control, but also that God was, and he then put himself in 

submission to God.  But in Daniel 5, when king Belshazzar used the vessels from the temple 

to worship his gods, he was trying to force God to submit to his gods.   

a. How do we do this today?  How do we as a culture, and as individuals try to make God 

submit to our gods, or our values and desires?     

 

  


