
Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
 1. The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the fiery furnace is one of the 

best known and most loved stories of the Old Testament.  While it is well known 
and loved, it’s practical meaning and application is often not well understood, since 
none of us are likely to be commanded to bow to a statue or face death in a furnace.  
a. How well do you think most Christians understand the practical meaning of 

this story?  How do you think most would explain its basic meaning?  
b. Understanding that we likely won’t be told to bow before a statue or face 

death, what is the practical meaning of this passage?  In the context of our 
culture, how are we commanded to bow down before a statue?  What threat of 
consequence do we face if we fail to comply?   

  
2. In his message Pastor Mike taught that the statue was likely a symbol of Babylon 

and its dedication was likely an event where the king called the people of his 
government together, which included people from the numerous countries he had 
conquered, calling them to make a visible and public oath of loyalty to Babylon and 
its king.      
a. If this was the case how did this become an issue of worship?  What is the 

difference between obeying our authorities, giving an oath of loyalty, and 
worship?      

b. What authorities and/or institutions can pressure us beyond loyalty and 
demand worship?  How can we tell the difference?     

 
3. In his message Pastor Mike pointed out that our culture tries to separate the sacred 

and the secular, claiming that our worship of God is a sacred or religious matter, 
but in secular areas of life we should follow secular rules and authorities.   
a. Do you agree that this is a problem?  
b. How have you experienced this effort to separate the sacred and secular?  How 

should we as followers of Christ understand the Bible’s teaching on this issue?   
 
4. When confronted with the threat of death in the fiery furnace Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego responded, “our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image 
that you have set up.”   
a. What can we learn from their faith in God’s ability to save them from the 

furnace?  What would it look like for us to have that kind of faith?  
b. What can we learn from their faith in saying while God could save them, but if 

not – even if he doesn’t – we will not bow down?  What would it look like for us 
to have that kind of faith? 

 
5. In Daniel 3:29 Nebuchadnezzar responded in amazement and praise not only in the 

fact that God saved Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, but that he saved him in the 
way he did.  He proclaimed, “for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this 
way.” 
a. What was it about the way that God saved them that is so remarkable?   
b. What does the way that God saved them teach us about God?  What does it 

teach us about our relationship with God?  
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