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Dear Family,   

 

There is a Chinese proverb that says, “If you 
want to know what water is, don’t ask a fish.”  
The idea behind the proverb is that water is the 
sum and substance of the world in which the 
fish is immersed.  The fish may not reflect on its 
own environment until suddenly it is thrust  
onto dry land, where it struggles for life. Then it 
realizes that water provided its sustenance. 

 

In the same way we all live in a culture which is 
like the water around us.  There are ideas and 
values that surround that seem normal, and the 
danger is that most will seldom if ever reflect on 
or evaluate those ideas to question if they are 
right.  That struggle is at the heart of Paul’s  
challenge in Romans 12:2, where he says, “do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind.”  We don’t have to do    
anything to be conformed to the world – it’s 
what happens naturally as the result of living in 
the world as we, in a sense, swim in the waters 
of its culture.  Our only hope is to make the 
choice to be transformed by the renewal of our 
minds.  But we have to ask, what does it mean 
to be transformed by the renewal of our minds?  
Put another way, what does it mean to think 
Biblically about all areas of life?   

 

It’s not merely a matter of knowing the Bible.  
That is where we must start, but it is only a start.  
We need to take that knowledge of the Bible 
and its teaching and know how to apply it to 

everyday life.  We need to learn to see every   
aspect of our world through the lens of Biblical 
truth.  We need to develop a comprehensive 
Biblical worldview.     

 

Put simply, a worldview can be defined as how 
one sees life and the world at large. In this   
manner it can be compared to a pair of glasses.  
You could say that how a person makes sense of 
the world depends upon that their "vision.”  A 
person’s worldview is the “lens” through which 
they see and interpret the world.  If their lenses 
are distorted and/or blurred, then as a result 
their perception and interpretation of            
everything they see in life will likewise be       
distorted and/or blurred.    

 

For example, if a 2-year-old believes he's the cen-
ter of his world, the result will be that he be-
lieves that people are there to serve him. His 
whole interpretation of life is defined by his im-
mature self-centered world-view. In a similar way 
a secular humanist believes that the material 
world is all that exists, and a Buddhist believes 
he can be liberated from suffering by self-
purification.  Someone with a biblical worldview 
believes his primary reason for existence is to 
love and serve God. 

 

 

 

    cont. on page 2  
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(from the Pastor) 

Whether conscious or subconscious, every person has some type of worldview. In practice, it is even more 
than just the lens you see the world through, because your worldview shapes, influences, and directs your 
entire life.  A personal worldview is a combination of all you believe to be true.  This will totally shape your 
life because what you believe will always be the driving force behind every emotion, decision and action. 
Therefore, your worldview affects your response to every area of life: from philosophy to science, theology 
and anthropology to economics, law, politics, art and social order — everything. 

 

So a person’s worldview is an extremely important issue.  But that leads to the bad news.  In one study the 
Barna Research Group revealed a stunning statistic – only nine percent of professing Christians have a 
Biblical worldview.  That means that less than one in ten professing Christians have the ability to see our 
world in a comprehensive and consistent way through the lens of Biblical truth.  In commenting on this, 
George Barna wrote, "Although most people own a Bible and know some of its content, our research found 
that most Americans have little idea how to integrate core biblical principles to form a unified and meaning-
ful response to the challenges and opportunities of life."  In other words, while most Christians own a Bible 
and may even study their Bible, they don’t know how to make Biblical truth the lens through which they see 
and interpret their world and through which they define truth.   

 

But the problem is much worse than the fact that most Christians don’t see aspects of our world properly 
through the lens of Biblical truth.  The deeper problem is we don’t even realize where our thinking is 
wrong!  The vast majority of Christians are sure that we are in the 9%, and never stop to consider that we 
might be part of the 91%.  Most Christians don’t realize where our thinking has been more shaped by the 
world’s wisdom than by God’s truth.  Because so many Christians don’t have a consistent Biblical world-
view, we often feel more and more confused and overwhelmed as we try to live out our faith in every aspect 
of life.     

 

The Truth Project was developed by Focus on the Family to help Christ-followers evaluate the lenses we 
look through to understand our world, and to help us develop a comprehensive Biblical worldview.  It was 
developed to help bring transformation within the church as the people within the church are “transformed 
by the renewing of their mind” (Romans 12:2).   As your pastor, I want you to know that I believe this to be 
one of the most important issues we face as Christians today, and thus I believe that this is one of the most 
important and valuable classes we can offer.   

 

Because this is such an important issue, we will be offering The Truth Project as a study on Sunday nights 
this winter and spring.  The study will begin on Sunday, February 9th, and will run through mid-May.  The 
study will meet from 6:30-8:00 in the worship center and is open to all who would like to attend.  We do 
ask that you please let the church office know if you will need child-care, so that we can plan accordingly.   

 

I strongly encourage you to join us for this important study.  When you come – come ready to think.  I 
promise that you will be challenged, and I anticipate that you may walk away from the study with a changed 
perspective how you see aspects of our culture and world.      

          - Pastor Mike 



 

 

There are two new biographies in your CCPL Library. 

  

"God's Hostage" --  In 1993 Andrew and Norine Brunson traveled to Turkey as missionaries.  In 2016 both were         

arrested. Noreen was released, but Andrew was accused of spying and was incarcerated.  This is the tension-

laden, faith-laced account of his imprisonment brokenness and eventual freedom.   251 pages 

 "Nerves of Steel" -- One of the Navy's first female fighter pilots tells the story of her time of her defining moment in 

the cockpit.  Minutes into a routine domestic flight, a catastrophic engine failure severely damaged the Boeing 

737.  Relive  her struggle to land the aircraft and save the lives of 148 passengers.  288 pages 

 Also, in our "NEW" section are some wonderful donations from Dave Tomich.  While not newly published, they are 

new to our collection. 

  

Come visit your CCPL Library!  
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The Truth Project;   

6:30-8:00 Sunday nights, starting February 9
th

  

 

Romans 12:2 calls us to “not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”  But we 

have to ask, what does it mean to be    transformed by the renewal of our minds?  What does it mean to think      

Biblically about all areas of life?   

The lens through which we see, interpret, and understand life is often referred to as a ‘worldview.’ A Biblical 

worldview is the ability to see the whole of our world and our place in the world in a comprehensive and consistent 

way through the lens of Biblical truth.   

One recent study revealed that only 9% of professing Christians have a Biblical worldview!  The problem isn’t just 

that most Christians don’t see our world through the lens of Biblical truth, but it’s that we don’t even realize where 

our thinking has been more shaped by the world than by God’s truth.  It is because we don’t have a consistent     

Biblical world-view that we often feel confused and overwhelmed as we try to live out our faith in every aspect of life.     

The Truth Project was developed by Focus on the Family to help Christ-followers evaluate the lenses we look 
through to understand our world, and to help us develop a comprehensive Biblical worldview.  Please join us for this 

important and valuable study which will help you better understand every aspect of life through the perspective of 

God’s truth.     

The study will meet from 6:30-8:00pm on Sunday nights beginning February 9
th
, through mid-May.  All are           

encouraged to attend; please let us know if you will need child-care.   
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Just One More Chapter! Book Club is meeting on 
Tuesday, February 25 @ 6:30pm. The book for 

February is Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. 
This book is based on “one of America’s most      

notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, 
director of a Memphis-based adoption organization,  

kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all 
over the country—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, 
and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even 

though the paths we take can lead to many places, the 
heart never forgets where we belong.” All ladies are 

welcome to join us. Contact Jessica Krege 
(330.622.3897) if you have any questions. 

 

Tuesday Morning 

Ladies Study 

1. A letter of thanks 

2. Regarding Epaphroditus 

3. Encouragement 

4.  Appeal for unity 

mailto:fearzero@aol.com
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Men’s Upcoming Event Summary 

 

Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
  
Leader: Jim Reedy 
When:   Tuesday’s 6:30 – 8:00am 
Place:   Community Church Room 128 
Occurrence:   Weekly  
Topic:  1st Thessalonians 

 

Men’s Tuesday Evening Bible Study  
  
Leader: Kevin Nash 
When:   Tuesday’s 6:30 – 8:30pm 
Place:   Community Church Room 128 
Occurrence:   Weekly 
Topic:  Spiritual Warfare 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast    
 

When:   3rd Saturday of the Month beginning 
  in October 9:00 am through March 
Place:   Community Church Parlor  
Donation: $3.00

Men’s Bowling -- February 21st 

Bowling for ALL MEN will be taking place on Friday, February 21st at 6:00pm.  This 
year we will be at Norton Charger Lanes located at 1213 Norton Ave, Norton, OH 
44203.  The cost is $6.00 for 3 games.  Shoes are included in the price.  Prizes will be 
provided by the MFL.  The snack counter will be open for those wishing to purchase 
snacks. See Mark Brunty with any questions. 
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               THE VALUE OF BEING HEAVENLY MINDED   

 

“Hope is one of the theological virtues. This means that a continual looking forward to 
the eternal world is not (as some moderns think) a form of escapism or wishful      
thinking, but one of the things a Christian is meant to do. It does not mean that we 
are to leave the present world as it is. If you read history you will find that the      
Christians that did most for the present world were just those who thought most of the 
next. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this one. Aim at Heaven and you will get earth “thrown in”; 
aim at earth alone and you will get neither.” 

                                                                       C.S.Lewis  
  

Luncheon February 8th our program will be a presentation by the Malone Chancel Players, we 
will be serving sub sandwiches and those attending will be asked to bring; A-M salads, N-Z des-
sert.   

Seniors’ February Matinee  Wednesday February 26th will be THE WRONG MAN starring 
Henry Fonda and Vera Miles.  The story of an innocent man accused of a crime committed by a 
close look-alike. This is the only Alfred Hitchcock film that was based on an actual incident.  

Seniors’ Bible Study What events tool place in the life of Jesus during the last week He was on 
earth? A period of time we know as Holy Week that culminated on Easter Sunday Join us as we 
take a detailed look at the events that took place during this week in history--Palm Sunday, the 
Last Supper, the trial, Jesus' death and his resurrection--are foundational to our salvation and our 
Christian life. This bible study gives us the opportunity to focus more closely on these amazing 
events recorded in Scripture. We'll gain a deeper understanding about who Jesus is and how much 
He loves us. This LifeGuide Bible Study in IVP's revised format features questions for starting 
group discussions and for meeting God in personal reflection, as well as a new "Now or Later" sec-
tion following each session that is designed to help us act on what we’ve learned. Please join us on 
Thursday, February 13th at 10:00 AM as we begin this nine week journey.   
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Frank & Bonnie Koby  02/02/2008 

Candy & Eugene Elliott  02/14/1980 

        Josh & Melissa Wilcox        02/23/2008 

Raette George     3 

Jim Thorpe     3 

Marilyn Clounie     6 

Barry Ganoe     6 

Phil Magenau     6 

Donald Mervine     6 

Betty Reynolds     6 

Becky Warner     7 

Madison Bint     8 

Jim Mitchell     8 

Cole Bruno     9 

Leah Kline     9 

Bob Henry     10 

Gail Bleibtrey     11 

Marilyn Barkey     12 

Andrea Easterling     14 

Saige Rankin            15 

Jackson Eplin     17 

Leesa Sears     17 

Mike Cameron     20 

Catherine Hartenstein    20 

Katie Butcher     21 

Carolyn Hayes     23 

George Stiffler     23 

Ayden Pamer     25 

Alexander Eplin     26 

Zachary Yastrab     26 

Maggie Gale     27 

Rob McCall     27 

Bud Nine      27 

   

Birthdays   

Anniversaries  



COMMUNITY CHURCH MINISTRY CALENDAR 
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Thank you to my church family 
 

If you were able to be a part of the nearly 350 of our Community Church 

family, our immediate family and the many friends from the past and   

present at Marianne’s memorial service, you heard me express my over-

whelming thankfulness for your help in seeing us through these last 6 

months.  For those who were not able to attend, I want to, once again, tell 

you how difficult it is for me to express in words just how amazing it has 

been to feel your love and to know that you have been praying regularly 

for Marianne and me.  Your notes of encouragement each day, inside the 

hundreds of cards that we received, were a constant reminder of God’s 

faithfulness and His love for us.  We read those cards and notes together 

each day.  What a blessing it was to our souls.  Thank you for being there 

for us and for reaching out to us during the days of treatments and        

ultimately the final days of Marianne’s life.  You have been a gift of God to 

us both. 

 

Now as I begin a new chapter in my journey alone, I ask that you continue 

to pray that God will help me to remain focused and excited about the 

future ministry that He has planned for me here at Community Church.  I 

know my life will be different, but I also know that God’s love, His peace 

and His healing will be closer to me than it has ever been.  I want to finish 

strong, like Marianne did, and to ultimately be welcomed into God’s   

presence as a “good and faithful servant”.  On behalf of my family and 

me, thank you!  

      -- Pastor Dave Schroyer 
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Thank you for all of your 
thoughts, prayers and 
cards while I was sick.    

-- Emily Bishop 

Jesus said, “They will know you by your love for one another”. This 
was very much exemplified by my Community Church                  
family.  Pastor Mike, thank you for sharing God’s Words in a       
relevant and loving manner. Pastor Bob, thank you for taking care of 
the audio/visual stuff. Thank you, Linda Reedy, for sharing how you 
ministered to my sister, Sherry, and how it impacted her, and your 
insight into Sherry’s struggles.  Thank you Scott and Jaime Oden, 
Missy & Tom Falor, and all who worked the dinner, and Jaime for 
handling details for us.  

 

Thank you to all who ventured out in the nasty weather to support 
us, and honor Sherry. I love each of you! Thank you for the flowers, 
cards, prayers, love and support from all of you!  I heard from several 
friends and family, “you have some amazing people here at your 
Church”..yes, we do! 

 

Community Church is exactly that:  A COMMUNITY of Believers 
who love and support each other; as well as have a heart for the lost. 

     -- Sonya DeBerte 

 

The Warner’s experienced the best of 
Christian Fellowship while under the 

weather in January!  Thanks for all your 
prayers and well wishes!   

Becky and Harry 


