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I always find prayer to be an interesting 
topic of conversation. In one sense it is the 
universal language that we all speak no 
matter our ethnicity, age, gender, and    
culture. It is why evangelistic ideas like 
“one wish” work because asking what 
someone might want from God is a type of 
prayer, and almost everyone has thought 
of that question. Prayer is the friend of 
those in grave need and suffering,          
including the individual who is caught in a 
fox hole. This is regardless of what they 
say they believe because God has written 
eternity on all the hearts of humanity. Yet 
in another sense, a more biblical one, it is 
the language of believers to interact with 
almighty God. Our prayers can be simple 
or complex, long or short, genuine or rote. 
The type of prayers are endless and 
littered throughout scripture on almost 
every page. I grew up, as I am sure many 
of you did, thinking that you should only 
pray when something bad is happening, or 
when you want something. When we 
communicate to friends and family we talk 
about more than what we want or need 
from them. Prayer to God has a similar 
dynamic. We can and should ask for 
things, but we are also called to praise God 
(Ps. 27), thank God (1 Tim. 2:1), meditate 
on who God is (Ps. 1), and wrestle with 
God through prayer (Heb. 5:7).  
 In trying to teach prayer to Robbie 
my four year old and Andy my 2 year old I 
may have over corrected along the lines of 
praying only when you want something. All 
Robbie understands about praying comes 
out in every prayer and they all sound the 

same. “Thank you for my family and our 
food, amen.” These words come before a 
meal which is great, but also at bedtime 
and whenever I ask him to pray. Andy 
simply claps and yells “amen”. Clearly 
Robbie understands about being grateful 
but there are some other dimensions to 
prayer that need to be introduced. I find 
that I can still be caught in a similar one 
dimensional prayer, perhaps you can relate 
as well. This is common of Christians for a 
variety of reasons. We do know how to 
pray for other things but we find prayer to 
be intimidating or confusing. I often quote 
hero’s of the faith to spur myself and others 
on to greater levels of prayer. Quoting   
people like Martin Luther who began the 
Protestant revolution, who said: “If I fail to 
spend two hours in prayer each morning, 
the devil gets the victory through the day. I 
have so much business I cannot get on 
without spending three hours daily in    
prayer.” You might read this quote and feel 
motivated to pray more, or perhaps it     
intimidates you and makes you give up. If 
we are being honest with ourselves it is 
probably both depending on the season of 
life we are in. I have seen both in my life.  
    

    

 

 

 

    cont. on page 2  
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(from the Pastor) 

2019 has come to a close with all of its traditions over. We now look forward to 2020 and what 
the Lord has laid out before us. Yet we have one more tradition, it is to begin the year on our 
knees collectively as the body of Christ in prayer. Every January as a church we refocus on at-
tention to God. Our 100 hours of prayer will begin Sunday January 19th and run about a week 
and a half until Wednesday January 29th. We will have our customary prayer opportunity to pray 
for one hour slots either in the prayer room or from home, with the goal of having at least 100 
hours of prayer over the week and half. The baptism service and soup and pie social will be 
Sunday January 26th. We will also be building off the momentum created last year through fast-
ing and Facebook live prayer times. There will be more details to come soon.   
 As you consider where you are at in your prayer life I hope you will consider how you can 
be a part of praying together as the body of Christ. Come into the prayer room and write your 
petitions on the wall for all to pray for. Include how God has answered past prayers. What are 
you thankful for as you begin the year? Where does God’s beauty and majesty bring you inspira-
tion? Where has God confused you and left you wondering how he is working? Perhaps like my 
son Robbie you need to step out of a one dimensional prayer life and actively cultivate a second 
dimension. Look for opportunities to step out of your comfort zone. Consider picking up a book 
about prayer like “Prayer” by Richard Foster. He shares about many different types of prayers. A 
real barrier each of us has to face when praying is finding both enough time and enough quiet to 
pray well. In the world of busyness that invades all areas of our life, smart phones, smart watch-
es, social media, television, and even politics can be huge distractions from prayer. Waiting in 
silence before God and listening to what he has to say used to be a natural by-product of our 
day. Now it must be recognized for its importance and sought after intentionally in order to be 
achieved in our busy lives. in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 God commands: “pray without ceasing”, this 
is both a challenge and blessing given by God.  A 17th century Monk called Brother Lawrence 
explained this concept as walking and working through the day in constant communication with 
God. He would take all the different types of prayers and build them into his day naturally and 
relationally with God. He would do this while he cleaned and cooked for the other monks within 
his order.     
 Prayer is the universal language of all people and no matter where you are within this 
conversation God is calling you to commune with him. He meets us where we are at and invites 
us to talk with him. We might not have the fancy words, the long winded ideas, or the perfect 
theology on who God is. Yet he will reach us and be with us in the good and the bad that each 
day, month, and year brings. Will you choose to enter into that conversation with God?   
 
       - Pastor Bob 



 

 

 

Have the after-holiday/winter time blues?  Time to check out a 
good book or DVD, or something for the children!  No new     
purchases this month, but I am open for suggestions! 

 

Hope you have a blessed New Year in 2020!! 

          

          Diana 
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Just One More Chapter! Ladies, do you 
love to read? Do you want to meet with 
other ladies for friendship and fellowship 
while discussing the stories? Then, Just One 
More Chapter! Book Club is for you! We 
meet at the church once a month to discuss 
the book for that month. Our first meeting 
of 2020 is January 26, @ 6:30pm. Our 
book for January is The Orphan’s Tale: A 
Novel by Pam Jenoff. “The Orphan’s Tale is 
a powerful novel of friendship set in a traveling 
circus during World War II that introduces two 
extraordinary women and their harrowing stories 
of sacrifice and survival.” All ladies are wel-
come and we hope you’ll think about join-
ing us in 2020! Contact Jessica Krege 
(330.622.3897) if you have any questions. 

Coming in 

February 2020 

Women’s Retreat!! 
 

Watch for Details in upcoming                

Cornerstone and bulletins 
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Men’s Upcoming Event Summary 

 

Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study  
  
Leader: Jim Reedy 
When:   Tuesday’s 6:30 – 8:00am 
Place:   Community Church Room 128 
Occurrence:   Weekly  
Topic:  1st Thessalonians 

 

Men’s Tuesday Evening Bible Study  
  
Leader: Kevin Nash 
When:   Tuesday’s 6:30 – 8:30pm 
Place:   Community Church Room 128 
Occurrence:   Weekly 
Topic:  Spiritual Warfare 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast    
 

When:   3rd Saturday of the Month beginning 
  in October 9:00 am through March 
Place:   Community Church Parlor  
Donation: $3.00

 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast 
The breakfast will be held the 3rd Saturday of each month October through March.  The cost is only $3 for a delicious 
breakfast prepared by Chef Tom Falor and Al Deberte.  Men of all ages are welcome. Grab a father/son/brother/buddy 
and come join us!   This is a great time to get to know other guys in the church and pack in some tasty eats.  If you have any 
questions please 
contact  Jack Williams @ 330-329-6603 or eMail jwill1880@gmail.com  
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                    THIS CHRISTMAS ~ BITTER OR BETTER?    
And Joseph said to his brethren, come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph, your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me here; for 
God did send me before you to preserve life.  

 Genesis 45:4&5     

  

 Like Joseph each of us have a life story, possibly not as dramatic as Joseph’s, possibly to us 
more so. But I dare say none are perfect and without the element of sin which has in many cases 
has left an indelible mark on our soul. And when we gather with family it often opens old wounds 
in one way or another, might be something that was said or done to us or that we ourselves have   
perpetrated.  

 So, as one who stands saved and claims a relationship with Jesus, what do we do with these 
‘stains’ on our soul? Do we deny they ever happened? Do we allow them to control us resulting in 
our becoming bitter, and hateful, claiming some sort of privilege to act out vengeance which too  
often effects those around us with negativity distancing us from the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives by quenching Him? 

 Have you noticed that in movies the plot is often like this; there are bad people who have 
somehow violated good people and the drama heightens toward a climax where revenge is exacted by 
the “good” people? Which usually brings the response, “that was a good movie”. But that was not 
the plot that God laid out in Joseph’s story, and dare I say in any story of those who follow Jesus, no 
matter how bitter they seem. Forgive ~ yes, forgotten, ~ not possible, but Joseph never let those 
events that were meant for evil determine the course of his life. And neither should we. 

 So, when does forgiveness come for us? When we come to the realization that we too are   
capable of perpetrating the very sin that has caused us heartache! Praise God for His grace that has 
been extended to us through the blood of Christ which cleanses those “stains “and has sets us free 
from the bondage of guilt and shame and God’s Holy Spirit which enables us to pass it forward. 

         After all, our story is not the greatest story and Christmas should be a reminder of just that.        

                                                               

    Encore Ministries         
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Thanks to all who participated and brought cans of coffee in to benefit the Haven of Rest.  The first deliv-
ery we made had enough coffee for over 11,000 cups!  Since we made the delivery we have received more 
donations.  If anyone would still like to donate, you can bring the coffee in to the office and we will see that 
it gets to the Haven of Rest.  As we said last month, during the cold months, the Haven goes through a lot 
of coffee. 

The Mission Board will be changing its meeting night from the second Tuesday of the month to the first 
Tuesday of each month, starting in January 2020.  Meetings will start at 6:30 pm.  This change was made so 
that the pastors and/or elders can attend the Mission Board meeting if they choose to do so.  When we 
were meeting on the second Tuesday, that was the same time as the elders’ meeting. 

Emilie Harker is home on leave until mid - January.  We hope that you have had a chance to see her and 
hear what she has been doing in Paraguay.  She is meeting with the Mission Board to share her experiences 
at our January meeting. 

As always, please keep all of our missionaries and agencies that we support in your prayers.    
         -Don Hutchison

Luncheon January 11th January luncheon, a program will be presented by Sergeant Mike Walsh of the Summit 
County Sheriff's office on "Senior's Security Awareness" concerning a variety of knowledge that will help us be safer. 
We will enjoy a baked potato with all the trimmings. Those attending with last names beginning with A-M bring 
salads, N-Z bring desserts.  

Seniors’ January Matinee  Encore Seniors Matinee will be on Wed. 22nd at 1:00pm and we will be watching 
Orson Welles' timeless masterpiece "Citizen Kane" which parallels the life of publishing magnate William Randolph 
Hearst.  

Seniors’ February Luncheon  Come Join us Saturday February 8th for our Encore Luncheon, program will be 
the Malone Chancel Players. We will be enjoying Sub Sandwiches, side dishes, and great fellowship.  
 Those attending whose names begin A-M bring salads, N-Z bring desserts    

Seniors’ Bible Study What events tool place in the life of Jesus during the last week He was on earth? A period of 
time we know as Holy Week that culminated on Easter Sunday Join us as we take a detailed look at the events that 
took place during this week in history--Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, the trial, Jesus' death and his resurrection--are 
foundational to our salvation and our Christian life. This bible study gives us the opportunity to focus more closely 
on these amazing events recorded in Scripture. We'll gain a deeper understanding about who Jesus is and how much 
He loves us. This LifeGuide Bible Study in IVP's revised format features questions for starting group discussions and 
for meeting God in personal reflection, as well as a new "Now or Later" section following each session that is      
designed to help us act on what we’ve learned. 
Please join us on Thursday, February 13th at 10:00 AM as we begin this nine week journey.   
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Ron & Mary Ostrow  01/02/2012 

Jack & Pam Ford  01/13/1968 

 

 

Chip & Mary Ellen Seibert 01/15/1966 

Patrick & Jerrilyn Iaconis  01/21/2012 

George & Theresa Keleman 01/22/1991 

Blake Eplin   1 

Ashley Eplin   2 

Jordan Dolence   5 

Dick Guello   5 

Caitlin Martter   5 

Cheyenne Mitchell  6 

Anne Osburn   6 

Sandra Schonover  6 

Larry Hiebel   7 

Aubrea Ryan   7 

Mona Hoppstock   8 

Sharon Minard   8 

Lori Mitchell   8 

Terry Grunwald   9 

Pam Ford   10 

Tara Sandmann   10 

Ron Penn          11 

Abby Bacher   12 

Brenda Larson   13 

Ben Gerard   14 

Jim Ratliff   14 

Darren Baston    15 

Allan DeBerte   15 

Bill Kieffer   15 

Sara Tulley   16 

Lynn Myers   18 

Emma Flower   19 

Charles Barkey   20 

Julie Chaffin   20 

Robbin Hazlett   20 

Beth Miller   20 

B.J. Smith   20 

Sam Holvey   21 

Sadie Kline   22 

Jadyn Potter   22 

Zak Rowe   23 

Celeste Miller   24 

Rebekah Stephens  24 

Mary Ann Engy   25 

Connie Kieffer   25 

Ryder Oden   25 

Bruce Clounie   26 

Mary Ann Benjamin  28 

Nolyn Collins   28 

Doug Holton   30 

Bonnie Martter   30 

   

Birthdays   

Anniversaries  



COMMUNITY CHURCH MINISTRY CALENDAR 
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CCPL College & Career Service Project 

 
Our College and Career ministry, with the leadership of 

Luke Wagner, is in the process of developing a ministry of 
helps and will be connecting with some of our seniors that 
might need assistance with household projects, watch for 

further information concerning this new ministry. 
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Reminder  

Please save all your canceled postage stamps, domestic and 
foreign. Stamps for the Wounded's distribution of these 
stamps aids wounded veterans through "hobby                    
therapy."  Contact Becky Warner at warners2u@gmail.com or 
330.703.4697. 


