
Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 1. In his message, Pastor Mike described the powerful imagery of the lighting of  
 the huge lampstands in the middle of the temple during the Feast of Booths.   

a. Understanding that context, what do you think the people thought when 
Jesus stood under those huge lampstands and proclaimed, “I am the light of 
the World?”  What do you think the religious leaders thought when he did 
this?   

b. By making this claim at that time (at the end of the Feast) and in that place 
(under the lampstands), what was Jesus saying?    

 
2. Jesus doesn’t claim to be a light for the world, but he claims to be the light of 

the world.  In our culture where truth is seen as relative, this absolute claim to 
be the light of the world is often seen as offensive and exclusive.  How should 
we as followers of Christ teach about and represent Jesus and his claims like 
this one in a world that often finds such claims to absolute truth as offensive?   

 
3.  In John 8:12 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
a. When Jesus says that whoever follows him will not walk in darkness, is he 

also saying that whoever does not follow him will walk in darkness?  
Explain your answer.  

b. What does it mean to walk in darkness, as Jesus describes here?   
 

4. Jesus teaches that by following him we will have “the light of life.”  In his 
introduction of the Gospel, John taught the same idea, saying in 1:4, “in him was 
life, and the life was the light of men.”   
a. What does it mean that Jesus is the light of life?  What is the relationship 

between light and life that is taught in both of these verses?   
b. Are these verses teaching that it is impossible to find the light of life apart 

from Jesus?  Explain your answer.   
 
5. It might seem natural to see the light of Jesus as something we know, but Jesus 

doesn’t define his light as simply knowledge, but as a relationship with him, 
saying in verse 8:12, “whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life.”  
a. What does it mean to follow Jesus?   
b. Is it possible to know about and even believe in Jesus, but not follow him?  

Explain your answer?        
 
6. In John 8:31-32, Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
a. What is the connection between following Jesus and having the light of life 

(vs. 12) and abiding in his word, knowing the truth and finding freedom 
(vs. 31-32)?   

 b.    Many people think of Jesus’ call to abide in his word as a call to give up our        
    freedom by agreeing to live by the restrictions of the Bible’s moral rules,         
    but Jesus teaches that his word is truth that will set you free.  How does    
    God’s word give freedom?     
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