
Questions for reflection, application, and discussion 
 
1. John 3:16 is arguably the best known and most loved verse in the Bible. 

a. In your opinion, why is this verse so well-known and so much loved? 

b. While the verse is well known, do you think it is well understood? Explain your answer. 

 

2. Jesus tells us that God so loved the world, that he gave his only son.  But he then continues to 

tell us “whoever believe in him shall not perish, but have eternal life,” clearly implying that 

whoever does not believe in him will perish, and not have eternal life.   

a. According to the Bible, what does it mean to perish and not have eternal life?  

b. If God really loves the whole world, how can he allow so many to perish?  Is this 

inconsistent with his love for the world?  Explain your answer.   

 

3. John 3:16 makes a powerful declaration of God’s great love for the world.  In his message, 

Pastor Mike said that one of the dangers in studying this verse is that many people try to 

force God’s love to conform to their own definition of love. 

a. Do you agree that this is a common problem? If so, what examples can you give of 

people doing this? 

b. From Jesus teaching in John 3:16-21, in what ways is Jesus’ demonstration of God’s love 

different from the way our culture defines love?  

c.  If God is love, and His love is perfectly demonstrated and defined in Jesus, does that 

mean that any feeling and/or expression of love that is inconsistent with Jesus as he is 

revealed in the Bible, really isn’t love at all? Explain your answer. 

 

4. In verse 17 Jesus said, “for God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world…” 

and then in verse 18 he said “whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”  

a. Are these two statements contradictory?  Explain your answer.   

b. What are some examples from the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ ministry where he lived out 

this description of not coming to condemn the world?  Are there times that he spoke 

words of condemnation?  If so, why did he speak to people in such different ways at 

different times?  

c. As followers of Christ, what should we learn from his example in speaking truth while 

not condemning?   Practically, what should this look like?    

 

5. John 3:16 tells us of God’s great love for the world, but then in verses 19-21 Jesus describes 

an aspect of his demonstration of this love by describing himself as the light that has come 

into the world.  He continues to say that many people hate the light.   

a. What does it mean that Jesus is the light that has come into the world?  How is Jesus 

coming as the light an expression of God’s love?   

b. If Jesus coming as the light is an expression of God’s love, why do so many people 

respond by hating the light?  Why would people hate the expression of God’s love?   

c. In verse 19 Jesus said, “this is the judgement; the light has come into the world, and the 

people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works where evil.”  In what 

was is Jesus coming as the light an act of judgement?   



d. As followers of Christ, how should we follow the example of Jesus’ love in his being the 

light of the world.  Read Matthew 5:14-16; how are we to be the light of the world?    

 

6. John 3:16 promises that “whoever believes in him should …have eternal life.”  What does it 

mean to believe in him?  John 1:12 equates believing in him with receiving him – what does 

it mean to receive Jesus?   
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