




The story of King David is meant to be formative. As we pull back 

the covers, we find a beloved yet flawed individual. Full of faith. 

Full of hope. Weighted with the brokenness of humanity. Both an 

example and a foreshadowing of One to come.

His story is part of a greater story. Before his story begins, the 

book of Judges and the beginning of First Samuel show us that the 

Israel that was delivered by YHWH from wilderness to Promised 

Land is flailing around in its own moral decay. They have fallen 

into the idolatry of the surrounding nations, and disunity 

between the twelve tribes has devolved into civil war. Who would 

save Israel? YHWH their King, but the nation has other ideas. 

They want a king like the other nations.  It would take some time, 

but there would come a “man after God’s own heart.” 

King David’s legacy would carry beyond his years. There would 

be One, the Son of David, that would take up the royal duties in 

a new and unexpected way. Where David models the royal human, 

there was One to come who would take up the mantle of King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. 
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USING THIS STUDY GUIDE

This guide is separated into the following sections:

Reading for the Week 
On the first page of each session you will 
see a “Reading for this Week” identifying 
the context for the coming session’s study. 
This schedule is also on the back of the 
book. Please stay current with the reading 
so you can participate fully in your group.

Community Reading
Along with the scripture for the week 
(above), share the reading of these 
sections of scripture out loud in your 
group setting. NOTE: There is a theme 
scripture for each session, but do not rely 
on this for the session. You will be best 
served and prepared by staying current 
with the “Reading for the Week.”

Introduction
This section allows you to connect with 
the session’s story and topic. It is a primer 
to be read aloud in your group. 

The King’s Story
Each session, you will walk through 
part of King David’s life. In this section, 
you will be taking a deeper look at the 
Community Reading text and comparing 
with other parts of the Bible to see how 
the story is important.

Our Story
Taking the week’s text and connecting it 
to how we think and live is critical. These 
are questions that may require lots of 
reflection, honesty, and vulnerability. 
Your stories will impact each other, so 
please share them.

Choosing a Kingly Perspective
Read this section together at the end of 
your meeting. Consider where God is 
leading you this week. Be challenged to 
imagine the possibilities God is wanting 
to unleash. 



WEEK I6

READING FOR THIS WEEK

1 SAMUEL 1-8

GIVE US A 
KING!
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4Then all the elders of Israel gathered together 
and came to Samuel at Ramah 5and said to him, 

“Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk 
in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge 
us like all the nations.” 6But the thing displeased 
Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge 
us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7And the 
Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the 
people in all that they say to you, for they have 
not rejected you, but they have rejected me from 
being king over them. 8According to all the deeds 
that they have done, from the day I brought them 
up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and 
serving other gods, so they are also doing to you.” 

1 Samuel 8:4-8 

I Samuel 8:1-21, Deuteronomy 17:14-20



Introduction

The story of God forming the nation 

of Israel in the Old Testament tells 

of the special relationship between 

God and his people; a theocracy. God 

Himself was Israel’s King who guided 

His people using leaders He had called 

and directed. Moses was called by God 

to lead the Israelites out of the bondage 

of Egypt. Joshua was called to lead 

the military campaigns to possess the 

land of Canaan. After the Canaanites 

were militarily defeated, all that was 

left was the cleanup action. The land 

was divided among the twelve tribes 

and they were told to finish the job. 

The book of Joshua concludes with a 

renewal of the covenant with God and 

acknowledgment that God has fulfilled 

His promise. As the generation of 

Joshua passes away, the book of Judges 

records the unfaithfulness that emerges 

over the next 350 years as the Israelites 

take on the unacceptable religious 

practices of those they neglected to 

remove from the land. As a result, the 

Israelites come under the political 

influence and oppression of those 

around them, spiraling downward in 

a cyclone of failure. This is the Israel 

that demands a king and the story into 

which David is born.

The King’s Story
• After 350 years of decline, the elders 

of the nation approach its final judge, 
Samuel, with a request. Does their request 
for a king seem respectful and practical? 
What reasons for this request are given? 
(I Samuel 8:4-5, 19-20) 

• What about this request bothers Samuel? 
(I Samuel 8:6) What does God’s response 
to Samuel reveal about the elders’ request 
for a King? (I Samuel 8:7-8) 

• What is the real issue in transitioning from 
a theocracy to a monarchy? What are the 
Israelites not understanding?

• What is the people’s response 
(I Samuel 8:19-20) after Samuel 
warns them what a king will do? 
(I Samuel 8:10-18) How do you explain 
their inability to remember that God 
is their true king and has led them 
into battle?

• In 1 Samuel 8:8 God describes a pattern of 
“forsaking me.” How would you explain this 
human tendency? 

9
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes “God wants to lead us. 

Not all the ways of humans are God’s leading...we 

can walk our own paths. … Our own ways always 

lead in a circle back to ourselves. But when God 

leads our ways, they guide us to him. God’s ways 

guide us to God.”1 God’s purpose for mankind 

is a community of loving persons with God 

Himself at the very center as its King and prime 

Sustainer. The Bible traces the formation of this 

community from the Garden of Eden all the way 

to the new heaven and the new earth (Revelation 

21:3). God wants to live with you. The Bible 

also tells us that mankind has a sin problem 

and that God has requirements for living with 

Him. Clearly, we can’t fix the sin problem. God’s 

solution is Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for us. 

The Bible describes the interplay of two aspects 

of God’s way of arranging to be “with us.” Think 

about it this way. God has provided the solution 

to our sin problem through Jesus Christ and His 

sacrifice for us. If we accept God’s offer, then 

we are to walk with God, the result being that 

we grow and are transformed, we become more 

like Christ. Our part is a willingness to “walk 

with God,” to bind ourselves to Him as master, 

our King, to rely on Him for sustenance and 

accountability. Examine your willingness to 

“walk with God” through the good and the bad. 

Record below how God may be calling you to 

trust more completely in his guidance.

1Bonhoeffer, Dietrich (1998) The Mystery of Easter, The 
Crossroad Publishing Company

Our Story
• What was something you knew your 

parents didn’t want you to do or have 
but they let you “learn the hard way”? 

• Why do we as humans want to exercise 
our right for self-determination?

• When do you find yourself wanting to 
be “like everyone else?” In what sense 
is this taking your focus away from 
God? Be specific.

• God doesn’t seek your offering of 
perfection. God seeks the offering 
of your heart, your whole self. What 
helps you focus your love on God?

• Read Psalm 16:11. In what ways has 
God guided you to Himself this 
week? What joy and pleasure have you 
experienced from your King? If you 
haven’t felt such joy, what might be 
the reason?

• As you have reflected on Israel’s story 
up to this point, you too have a story. 
If you feel comfortable doing so, share 
with your group a time when you 
specifically knew what God wanted you 
to do. Did you do it? Was it hard or 
easy? What was the result?



READING FOR THIS WEEK

WEEK 212

1 SAMUEL 9-17

UNEX-
PECTED 
HEART



14

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man 
sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7

1 Samuel 16-17
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Introduction

Saul has made mistakes. He 
tends to come up with excuses 
and blame-shifts rather than 
owning up to his missteps. Now, 
God has rejected him which puts 
Samuel, who anointed Saul king, 
in a challenging situation—anoint 
another king. While Saul was 
the strapping, tall, dark, and 
handsome one, we are introduced 
to a new scene where Samuel is 
tempted to look for Saul-like 
outward strength and stature. A 
parade of candidates from the 
family of Jesse are showcased, and 
if it were Samuel’s choice, it is clear 
there would have been multiple 
winners. God had other plans. 
This job would require the faithful 
one in the pastures, the one who 
gets overlooked. Like Saul, David 
is handsome, but young and clearly 
not what his family would consider 
a “leader” since he wasn’t even 
invited to Samuel’s party. 

The King’s Story
• What events defined Saul’s short reign 

(1 Samuel 11-15)? 

• Compare Saul and David up to the David 
and Goliath story. Is David hugely different 
from Saul? Why/why not? What are the 
biggest differences?

• What do we know about David up to the 
point that he fights Goliath? How would 
you describe his character, good and bad?

• How is God involved in the David and 
Goliath story? 

• Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. How might 
this apply to David? How might it apply 
to you?
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

Sometimes Christians are told that they 
must be like David. Humble in heart. 
Strong in character. A giant-killer. Easier 
said than done. When we read biblical 
stories, we often look at the characters 
involved and identify with one of them. 
No one wants to be the evil giant or the 
scared soldier, but we may not feel we 
have the courage or faith of David. That is 
probably true! The reality is we NEED a 
David, more than we ARE David. The good 
news is that you have a King and Advocate 
in Jesus. He is the new and better David. 
Take a moment and bow your heads taking 
turns proclaiming out loud a challenge 
you are experiencing in just a few words. 
Finally, take turns thanking God for His 
grace, mercy, and presence with you. How 
might you seek the King’s wisdom in your 
challenge? Whose help could you pursue?

Our Story
• Describe a time when you were treated 

as if you were too young or for some 
reason deemed not up to a task?

• Consider Samuel’s dilemma. A nation 
could crumble politically or launch 
into turmoil with two kings. Have 
you ever been in such a conflicted 
situation? What did you do? Was your 
approach/solution God honoring?

• When secular culture uses the 
David and Goliath story, what is the 
typical context?

• Sometimes we don’t conquer our 
giants. What strategies do you use to 
get through failure? How do you know 
that your approach is a good one?



READING FOR THIS WEEK

WEEK 318

1 SAMUEL 18-27

A ROYAL 
FIGHT OR 
FLIGHT
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1Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 
for in you my soul takes refuge; 
in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 
till the storms of destruction pass by. 
2I cry out to God Most High, 
to God who fulfills his purpose for me. 
3He will send from heaven and save me; 
he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah 
God will send out his steadfast love and his 
faithfulness! 

 Psalm 57:1-3

1 Samuel 26:1–25, 1 Samuel 24:1-22, Romans 12:14-21
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Introduction

David was anointed king of Israel 
while Saul was still alive and Saul 
became jealous of David since the 
Lord was with David. Saul’s jealousy 
was so intense that he tried to kill 
David using the royal spear (see 1 
Samuel 19:9-10). After that day, 
David was forced to live as a fugitive 
of the country God had called him 
to rule. In the following years, 
Saul hunted down David and his 
men whenever he had the chance. 
1 Samuel 26 tells the story of the 
last time Saul and David interacted 
before Saul’s death at the hands of 
the Philistines. This story shows 
how God was able to deliver David 
from a hopeless situation and is an 
example of how we should respond 
to those who seek to hurt us. God 
shows Himself faithful even in 
these times of difficulty, but in an 
interesting way, His faithfulness is 
more visible when our faithfulness 
comes in response.

The King’s Story
• In the previous chapters, we are told that 

David had an army of 600 men. How 
many men did Saul bring with him? How 
many men did David take with him into 
Saul’s camp? 

• David was given the opportunity to kill Saul 
and take his rightful place as king. Why did 
David spare Saul? 

• What did David take from Saul? What 
do you think the things that David 
took represent? 

• Read 1 Samuel 24. What similarities do 
you notice between the two stories? What 
might the author be trying to communicate 
through these two events?

• Consider the conversation between Saul 
and David in 1 Samuel 26:21-25. Do you 
think Saul has accepted that David will be 
king? Why/why not?
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

David had the chance to take things into 
his own hands by killing Saul. Instead, 
David chose to trust God to fulfill His 
promise. In fact, read 2 Samuel 9 and 
you will see that David’s trust in God’s 
promise extends beyond Saul’s life. As 
Christians, we are called to live our lives 
differently. Part of that calling is to be 
like David and ultimately Jesus, “Son of 
David,” in our ability to trust God to deal 
with our enemies. What would it look like 
in your life to forgive your enemies? In 
what ways are you not fully trusting God 
with your whole life? Take a few moments 
to retell moments of God’s unexpected 
faithfulness in the Bible. What action can 
you start taking this week that will show the 
world that God’s plan and ultimate justice 
will be sufficient? Do you need to speak to 
someone you have been harboring ill-will 
against or do you need to let something go?

Our Story
• In this story, David does not try to 

hide from Saul and his army. Instead 
he seeks out Saul’s camp to confront 
him. What are some of the ways you 
run from problems? Why do you run?

• Imagine being in David’s place in 
Saul’s camp. Would you have spared 
Saul’s life? Why/why not?

• God put a deep sleep on Saul and his 
army so David could leave the camp. 
Share a story where you believe God 
intervened to help you. 

• At the end of the story, Saul asks 
David to return and promises not to 
harm him, but David goes to live with 
Israel’s enemies, the Philistines. David 
recognized a pattern in Saul. What 
are some ways we can help people who 
have a pattern of hurting us without 
putting ourselves at risk? 

• In Romans 12:14-21, Paul writes about 
how we should treat our enemies. 
Is there anyone in your life whom 
you want to take vengeance against? 
(There are many people who make 
our lives difficult, but think about the 
person you find hardest to forgive.) 
How can you follow David’s example 
and show them grace? Who else have 
you declared an “enemy” and why?



READING FOR THIS WEEK

WEEK 424

1 SAMUEL 28-2 SAMUEL 7

A COVENANT 
LEGACY
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2 Samuel 7:1-17, Psalm 89:28-52, Luke 1:26-33

Moreover, the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. 12When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down 
with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come 
from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. 13He shall build a house 
for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will 
be to him a father, and he shall be to 
me a son. When he commits iniquity, I 
will discipline him with the rod of men, 
with the stripes of the sons of men, 
15but my steadfast love will not depart 
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom 
I put away from before you. 16And your 
house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me. Your throne 
shall be established forever.

 2 Samuel 7:11b-17



Introduction

During a period of peace for Israel, 
King David decides out of reverence 
that he will build a house for God. 
God responds by reminding him 
that He hasn’t been in a house and 
never requested one be built for 
Him. In an interesting twist, God 
establishes a covenant with David, 
promising to build HIM a house 
carrying David’s name into eternity. 
This promise will outlive David, and 
he will never enjoy its result in his 
lifetime, yet David puts all faith in 
God’s promise and offers a prayer 
in humility for the fulfillment of 
God’s covenant. Are we so confident 
in God’s promises?

The King’s Story
• Considering this week’s verses, why does 

God reject David’s offer to build Him 
a house?

• Compare 2 Samuel 7:9-12 and Genesis 
12:1-3. What differences or similarities do 
you see between these two covenants? 

• Reread 2 Samuel 7:14. In what way could 
this verse apply to the sinless Son of God, 
if at all? Does it possibly apply to someone 
else in David’s family?

• Read Psalm 89:28-37. What does the text 
say regarding God’s faithfulness to His 
promises amidst human failure?

• A common practice for any religious king 
was to build a temple for his god in order 
to gain the god’s favor and blessing. How 
does the Davidic Covenant differ from 
this practice and what does it say about 
God’s plan for salvation? What does it 
say about Christianity in contrast to the 
world’s religions?

27
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

As people who constantly interact with the 
world around us, whether we realize it or 
not, we put our trust in others. We trust 
friends, family, and even strangers such 
as bus drivers whose job is to get you from 
one place to another safely. Yet, no matter 
who we have interacted with, at some level 
we have been disappointed in one way 
or another because as imperfect beings, 
we sin and aren’t always truthful. How 
privileged are you to be a child of God who 
by His good nature kept His promises by 
establishing Jesus Christ as King through 
His death, burial, and resurrection? 
Does your conduct reflect God’s nature 
and His faithfulness to the promises He 
makes? How do you point people to God’s 
good nature? Many of God’s promises 
are unconditional, meaning that they will 
see their ultimate fulfillment regardless 
of human compliance. Given this, why is 
it still vital that we put our faith in these 
promises? What will you do this week 
that will reflect total reliance on God’s 
promises? Commit to it within your group 
and report back to them.

Our Story
• How difficult is it to teach a child 

to wait for something? How do you 
deal with “delayed gratification”? 

• What promises has God made that 
you look forward to seeing fulfilled? 
What if you never see it fulfilled?

• Why can we be confident that 
God will keep the promises He 
has made?

• When David offers God a good work 
in service to Him, God essentially 
responds with a “no.” Have you ever 
felt like God has said “no” to you in 
a similar situation? Did any good 
come from that experience?

• Psalm 89:38-52 deals with 
situations where it seems as if God 
has forsaken His promises and 
altogether abandoned His people. 
Have you ever felt rejected or 
abandoned by God? What can you 
do to cling to God and His promises 
even in the most dire situations? 



READING FOR THIS WEEK

2 SAMUEL 8-12

WEEK 530

A ROYAL 
FAILURE
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2 Samuel 11:1-12:25

1In the spring of the year, the 
time when kings go out to battle, 
David sent Joab, and his servants 

with him, and all Israel. And 
they ravaged the Ammonites 

and besieged Rabbah. But David 
remained at Jerusalem. 

2 Samuel 11:1



Introduction

The headlines in Israel day after 
day had proclaimed their new 
spectacular king David whose heart 
for God is as God’s own heart. 
He’s been seen dancing like a fool 
in the streets bringing the ark of 
the covenant back to Jerusalem, 
God’s favor returning to Israel. 
One by one, enemies are falling 
at Israel’s feet under David’s lead. 
To say that times are good would 
be a great understatement, and 
surely no one is more excited and 
passionate for the Lord than King 
David. Then suddenly, the book of 
2 Samuel delivers a story painfully 
inconsistent with the way things 
have been going. Their highly 
esteemed leader is falling fast in a 
shameful scandal that’s unfolding 
quickly, dangerously, and painfully. 
The same brilliant king of Israel 
now makes the reader cringe with 
every turn of the story and his 
shameful attempts to cover up his 
actions. God delivers a verdict over 
the situation and brings David to a 
state of repentance, but we’re left 
saddened with little esteem for this 
king who once radiated greatness.

The King’s Story
• Identify David’s failures in the story and 

what you believe lead to these failures.

• What does the story of David and 
Bathsheba reveal to us about the nature 
of God?

• In 2 Samuel 23, which is much later 
in David’s life, we see a list of David’s 
mightiest warriors, which includes 
Uriah the Hittite. List attributes of 
Uriah from the David and Bathsheba 
story. What makes Uriah’s murder so 
tragic? Compare David and Uriah at this 
moment in the story.

• In 2 Samuel 12, Nathan becomes God’s 
means of holding David accountable. 
What method did Nathan use to convince 
David of his error and why do you think 
he chose this approach? What other 
approaches could have been used?

• In Acts 13:22, the Apostle Paul refers 
to David as “a man after [God’s] heart.” 
How do we reconcile this with the story 
from this week? Is there something 
in David’s character that goes beyond 
this story?

33
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

It’s when we’re on top of the world that 
we can fall the farthest. But God will not 
allow us to remain in our sin. He knows 
when we are in a toxic situation, and He 
will send for us. He will expose the area so 
that His healing and grace can show His 
goodness and redemption. After all, He 
was with us on the mountain top; He will 
be with us in the valley as well. We can 
recognize this several ways. We can keep 
our noses in our Bibles, gaining a clearer 
picture of His character and will in our 
lives. We can spend time aligning our lives 
to His through prayer and fasting. But, we 
can also connect ourselves to other trusted 
believers, allowing them to see our deepest 
blind spots and to point out areas of risk 
in our lives. Though accountability can be 
scary, we must start somewhere. This week 
create a list of people that you feel could 
speak into your lives and pray about which 
would be a good accountability resource.

Our Story
• Describe a time when your life took 

a turn for the worse. How did God 
show up in your situation?

• What are some subtle ways the 
enemy likes to sneak into your 
life during times when everything 
is great? 

• What are some of your personality 
or character traits that you 
believe make you vulnerable to 
moral failure? 

• Describe a time when you 
felt separated from God. Did 
something lead to your feeling of 
separation? How did it resolve? Did 
someone help?

• Like Nathan to David, who has God 
placed in your life that will speak the 
truth in love? What are the qualities 
you want in these people?



WEEK 636

READING FOR THIS WEEK

2 SAMUEL 8-12YOUR SINS 
WILL HAUNT 
YOUR CHIL-
DREN
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Now then therefore, the sword shall never depart 
from your house….Behold I will raise up evil 
against you out of your own house.

2 Samuel 12: 10a, 11a

2 Samuel 13, Ezekiel 18
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Introduction

The passage from this week sounds 
more like a scene from one of 
Shakespeare’s tragedies than 
something you would find in the 
Bible. David’s reign as king has 
become haunted by the judgment 
he brought upon his household 
in his sin with Bathsheba and 
Uriah. Not only has it cost him 
the life of their first child as 
told in 2 Samuel 12, but here in 
chapter 13 we read of ongoing 
tragedy. His first son Amnon has 
become obsessed with his half-
sister Tamar, and the scriptures 
tell us that he was so tormented 
that he made himself ill which 
lead to a horrifying assault. Raped 
and forsaken by Amnon, Tamar is 
reduced to a desolate woman living 
in shame with her brother Absalom. 
Sin, loss, grief, deception, and 
discord. It brings to mind the 
passage in Galatians 6:7 that says, 

“Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked. For whatever one sows, 
that will he also reap.” Our sin is 
NEVER just about us and, once 
unleashed, we have no control over 
its ripple effects. 

The King’s Story
• Read Exodus 34:6-7 and consider 

2 Samuel 13 in its context. In Exodus, 
God declares his unwavering love and 
willingness to forgive, and issues a 
judgment of sorts with sins passing on to 
generations to come. How do you explain 
these two concepts coming together? 

• In Ezekiel 18, God clearly indicates that 
each person will be held accountable 
for his own actions. He says that the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
himself and that the sons will not be 
punished for the sins of the father. 
What does God call the person caught 
up in sin to do in order to break the 
chain? (vv. 30-31)

• Apart from David being angry (v. 21), there 
is no mention of punishment for Amnon 
or justice for Tamar. Why do you think 
David took no action in this situation? 

• Compare 2 Samuel 11:1 and 
2 Samuel 13:23-27. What pattern are we 
seeing in David and how is it different 
from before the Bathsheba story? Do you 
think the results would have been different 
if he’d have joined his sons at Absalom’s 
sheep-shearing party? 
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

If we are honest, we all feel the weight of 
family sin and we also do our share to add 
to it. Psychologists say that modeling is 
the strongest teacher and has a far greater 
impact than words and clearly we can see 
how the sins of parents set children up 
to fall into the same sin patterns. Upon 
reading this story of sin and judgement 
against David’s family we can feel 
overwhelmed or defeated, but there is 
hope. The message of the gospel is that 
we no longer have to be slaves to sin. In 
Christ, we are a new creation according 
to 2 Corinthians 5:17 and the old things 
pass away. Not only that, but we become 
members of a new household with a life-
giving legacy. In Romans 8:14-15, Paul 
explains that “those who are led by the 
Spirit of God are the children of God.  
The Spirit you received does not make 
you slaves so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption to sonship.” Yes, you 
can break the chain but only through the 
power of Christ and through obedience. 
Be encouraged. Accounting for the sin 
patterns in our families and ourselves, 
what next step will you take this week to 
break these cycles? Should you talk to a 
parent, child or spouse? Who will hold 
you accountable?

Our Story
• You may have heard the anonymous 

popular quote, “Sometimes I open 
my mouth and my mother comes 
out.” What are some sin patterns you 
identify in yourself that have ties to 
your family tree?

• Describe a time when you had no 
idea something challenging or 
downright wrong was going on in 
your family. Should you have known? 
Why/why not? 

• As if the guilt of our own sin is not 
enough, we have to watch the fallout 
in the lives of those following us. Have 
there been moments in your life when 
you have become aware of the damage 
your sin has caused others? If so, what 
are some actions God has prescribed 
for you in making it right? 

• In Matthew 5:27-30 Jesus uses graphic 
imagery. It’s clear that a casual effort 
will never win the battle and desire 
is not enough. You must take action. 
How intentional have you become 
about breaking the power of the 
generational sin influencing your 
life? Take some time right now to take 
inventory and ask God to give you 
discernment in formulating a strategy 
for your battles. 
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“Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every 
man with a dispute or cause might come to me, 
and I would give him justice.” And whenever a 
man came near to pay homage to him, he would 
put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss 
him. Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who 
came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel.  

2 Samuel 15:4b-6

2 Samuel 13:23-15:37
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Introduction

Family dysfunction is millennia old, 
and King David had no shortage 
of it. The snowball effect of his 
indiscretion with Bathsheba and 
murderous judgment on Uriah 
have led not just to a dark place, 
but a dangerous one. A powerful 
and enraged son may be his 
undoing. The horror of the scene 
with Amnon and Tamar seems a 
prelude to further mayhem and 
strife. Absalom is incensed and his 
father is to blame. While the details 
are likely different than the story of 
David and Absalom, family strife 
can dominate our lives at times.

The King’s Story
• Who did Absalom run to and stay with for 

three years? How are they related? How 
might this have influenced Absalom?

• Recall David was in hiding like his son. 
Compare the reasons for exile and what it 
adds to the storyline of David. 

• Read 2 Samuel 13:3-5 and 2 Samuel 13:32-
35. What role did Jonadab play in David’s 
family dynamic? 

• Compare the scenes in 2 Samuel 10:12 to 
2 Samuel 13:28. What is the difference 
in these pictures?  What does this 
communicate about the storyline of David?

• In 2 Samuel 14:25-26, there is reference 
to Absalom’s hair. To whom in the Bible 
might this description connect him? What 
other story about this character might 
be echoed here as well? What does it 
foreshadow in Absalom’s story?
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

Looking closely at the story, we see 
similarities between Absalom and David, 
yet the story of Absalom has an undertone 
of evil intent. While loving his sister, and 
doing right by her, Absalom spirals into a 
life set up against his father, and ultimately 
against God. David showed his respect 
for God by giving grace to Saul who was 
constantly out to kill him. Absalom takes 
his opportunity to avenge his sister Tamar, 
and expands it to include rejecting his 
father and attempting to dismantle his 
reign. Do you realize that even during 
intense anguish, you have been granted 
the opportunity to come into the King’s 
presence when you have offended Him 
directly? Do you feel like you can come to 
Him? You have been adopted into the royal 
family of the Greatest King. Your royal 
family (your church family) needs you and 
you need them. How are you consistently 
fostering deep relationships such that the 
family is better?

Our Story
• Families can have challenges. Discuss a 

time when a family indiscretion had a 
lasting effect on you and your family.

• Do you have a Jonadab in your family? 
What have they done that makes you 
feel this way?

• Maybe you have a child who is 
wayward and you are crushed by the 
consequences. How have you coped? 
Who do you lean on? What are you 
doing (or not doing) that makes the 
situation better/worse?

• Are you holding something against 
your parents? Is it God-honoring? 
Why/why not?

• Do you see the church family as an 
extension of your family? Why/why 
not? What are obstacles to this?



WEEK 848

READING FOR THIS WEEK

2 SAMUEL 13-19
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1 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble! May the 
name of the God of Jacob protect you! 2 May he send you help 
from the sanctuary and give you support from Zion! 3 May he 
remember all your offerings and regard with favor your burnt 
sacrifices! Selah 4 May he grant you your heart’s desire and 
fulfill all your plans! 5 May we shout for joy over your salvation, 
and in the name of our God set up our banners! May the Lord 
fulfill all your petitions! 6 Now I know that the Lord saves his 
anointed; he will answer him from his holy heaven with the 
saving might of his right hand. 7 Some trust in chariots and 
some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our 
God. 8 They collapse and fall, but we rise and stand upright. 9 
O Lord, save the king! May he answer us when we call.  

Psalm 20:1–9

Psalm 20, 1 Kings 10:14-29, Deuteronomy 17:14-20

WHEN 
THE PEAK 
IS THE 
VALLEY
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Introduction

God established a covenant with 
King David to extend a permanent 
place on the throne to him and his 
descendants because he was a man 
after God’s heart (2 Samuel 7:5-
16). We find the kings that follow 
fail to live up to the ideals of the 
covenant God made with David. 
We see a glimmer of this failure 
during the end of the reign of 
Solomon. The phrase from the 
opening paragraph of Charles 
Dickens’ novel, A Tale of Two 
Cities, aptly describes the rule of 
Solomon: “It was the best of times, 
it was the worst of times, it was 
the age of wisdom, it was the age 
of foolishness, . . .” It was under 
Solomon’s rule that Israel was 
at its peak in political influence, 
prosperity, and affluence. But 
his greatness betrayed him for 
Solomon was also the last of 
the kings to rule over a united 
kingdom. There was disobedience 
and rebellion under the cover of 
the best of times. In this session we 
examine both the glory and tragedy 
of Solomon. 

The King’s Story
• Approximately 550 years earlier, Moses 

was recounting the covenant, laws and 
promises of God to a new generation 
about to enter the Promised Land. In 
Deuteronomy 17:14-17, what does Moses 
say the king should refrain from doing? 
Why these prohibitions?  

• In Deuteronomy 17:18-20, what discipline 
is the king to perform to keep from 
sinning? How often is the king to do this?

• Read 1 Kings 11:1-8. What does verse 4 say 
was the reason for Solomon’s weakness? 
Why do you think Solomon’s great wisdom 
did not save him?

• Read 1 Kings 11:9-13. Why was the LORD 
angry with Solomon? Is anger a proper 
response to a love that is scorned? 

• God holds us accountable for our 
actions. As a result we experience both 
his severity and goodness. In what way 
do you see Solomon experiencing both? 
Does the nation of Israel also experience 
both? Explain.
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

It was the golden age of the nation of Israel. 
There was peace through alliances with 
countries sealed by political marriages. 
There was wealth and affluence. A wealthy 
class arose. There were heavy taxes on 
the working class. Cracks began to show 
in the empire. There was intrigue and 
opportunism. There were rumblings of 
revolt. The damage to the nation seems to 
be the result of and judgment on Solomon’s 
neglect of God’s word. We live in similar 
times. What can we do to not neglect 
God’s word? Psalm 111:10 says, “The fear 
of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
all those who practice it have a good 
understanding.” Examine your practice of 
reading the scriptures. Spiritual practices 
and disciplines don’t save us, but they do 
put us in a position where God can work in 
our lives. You might consider adding the 
spiritual discipline of meditating on God’s 
word. A good resource to get you started is 
Chapter 2 of the book Celebration of Discipline 
by Richard J. Foster.

Our Story
• What helps you keep your “heart fully 

devoted to God”? 

• Is it acceptable to be 90% devoted to 
God? What is it about divided loyalties 
that is so destructive?

• Money, sex and power are often 
described as our Achilles’ heel. Are 
there any disciplines or resources 
described in these scriptures to keep 
us from falling into these traps?

• Read 1 Samuel 14:13 and Acts 13:22. 
What was there in David’s character 
that deserved such a commendation, 
to be a man after God’s heart? How 
can you cultivate an attitude of 
dependence upon God?

• Do you think of your relationship 
with God as a covenant relationship, a 
relationship of fidelity and love? What 
has God promised to do for you? How 
would you describe your part in this 
covenant relationship?



WEEK 954

FLAWED, BUT 
REPENTANT
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3The God of Israel has spoken; 
the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
 “When one rules justly over men, 
ruling in the fear of God, 
 4he dawns on them like the morning light, 
like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, 
like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth.”

2 Samuel 23:3-4

1 Samuel 22:1-23:7
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Introduction

When we boil down humanity to 
humanity, sometimes it is difficult 
to see huge differences between 
David and Saul, or David and 
Absalom, maybe even David and 
Goliath. But the fact remains that 
the Bible speaks of David as the one 
after God’s heart. It is his name 
that is used when looking to the 
day when God would put all things 
right. With all the success and 
failure, unification and strife, life 
and death in David’s story it can 
be hard to reconcile. Maybe this 
thin line exists to help us realize 
how we too are a hair’s breadth 
away from being “one after God’s 
own heart.” What is the difference 
that remains and how do we seek 
after it? A humble repentant heart 
toward the real King, our King 
Jesus, is all that remains—in fact, if 
we look closely, we realize that the 
person at the heart of these poems 
and at the heart of 1 and 2 Samuel 
is God Himself.

The King’s Story
• Read 1 Samuel 2:1-10 and compare 

to 2 Samuel 22. These two songs are 
bookends to the story. What is consistent 
in both? Who is the hero in both? 

• In 2 Samuel 22:21-25, how can David 
utter these words knowing about stories 
like Bathsheba and Uriah? Would you 
call David righteous? Does this bother or 
confuse you?  Explain.

• How does 2 Samuel 23:1-7 look beyond 
David’s years? What does it point to?

• Read Luke 4:16-21. How does this 
text relate to this week’s reading in 
2 Samuel 23?

• Does David’s life end in “happily ever 
after”? Why/why not?
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Choosing a Kingly Perspective

Jesus is the King. The Son of David is alive, 
but for whatever reason we resist His reign. 
King David himself showed his humility 
through repentance and reliance on his 
ultimate authority, the LORD. He knew 
that his service to his King was costly but 
of ultimate value. In 2 Samuel 24, some of 
David’s final words reveal this importance—

“I will not offer burnt offerings to the 
LORD my God that cost me nothing.” 
While Jesus did not need to repent of 
anything, He too modeled submission 
to His Father. He entrusted His life unto 
death to the Father, for the purpose of 
gathering a people to Himself, a people of 
a new kingdom, a new creation. What is 
stopping you from trusting? Unrepentant 
sin and brokenness is an obstacle to our 
lives and the church’s mission. What’s 
blocking you? Confess and repent for His 
kingdom is at hand. Take a moment to 
confess your sin before God and man. Seek 
accountability in His people, and watch 
what can be done by a flawed but repentant 
church.

Our Story
• Have you ever experienced someone 

at the end of their life? What was their 
emotional state? Why do you think 
they felt that way?

• Repentance is a requirement of our 
faith. Sometimes small, sometimes 
big. Tell of a time when your 
repentance was sweet and a time when 
it was very bitter.

• David had many big wins and great 
losses. Recount some of your own or 
those you may look forward to (expect) 
in the future.

• Like Peter who lead the early 
Christian church, Israel’s model king 
was tremendously flawed. How do 
the “raw” stories of the Bible like 
David’s make you feel about your own 
life story?

• Assume, your nation was overtaken 
by a dictator. What would submission 
look like? What would be expected of 
you? In what ways might you resist?



Start Date Week Reading

June 4, 2018 Week 1 1 Samuel 1-8

June 11, 2018 Week 2 1 Samuel 9-17

June 18, 2018 Week 3 1 Samuel 18-27

June 25, 2018 Week 4 1 Samuel 28 - 2 Samuel 7

July 2, 2018 Week 5 2 Samuel 8-12

July 9, 2018 Week 6 2 Samuel 13-19

July 16, 2018 Week 7 2 Samuel 20 - 1 Kings 2

July 23, 2018 Week 8 1 Kings 3-11
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