Alaskans Know Climate Change...
Alaska’s climate is changing.
These changes are happening more quickly than ever recorded. Elders observe
that conditions are unlike even the oldest stories. Scientists conclude that the
global climate is warming because of rising emissions of gases like carbon dioxide
and methane (the consensus on this is similar to the consensus that cigarette
smoke causes cancer).

Alaskans know climate change because we are living it.
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in Alaska are
warming 4 times faster
than the global average.
This increasing warmth
means dark winters with thin
rotten snow, leaving skis
in attics, snow machines
rusting, and the Iditarod
Trail unused.
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enough snow on the
mountains, rivers run low
and streams go dry the following
summer. Also, non-glacial streams
are warming, which is already causing
salmon spawning stress. Where salmon
decline, everyone suffers, including
animals like bears, mink, and orca,
as well as people who depend on
salmon for their livelihood
a nd sub sis te nc e.

300 PPM CO2

Advocate for carbon pricing.
Demand an end to fossil fuel subsidies.
Support renewable energy projects
Divest from fossil fuels.
Reduce your carbon footprint.
Offset your personal contribution to climate change
by buying inexpensive carbon offsets.
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The Alaskans Know Climate Change education
campaign is working to develop non-partisan
climate change resources to help our citizens
recognize the scope of these changes and to see
why they are driven primarily by human activity.
We are working to inspire action toward climate
change mitigation to preserve our beloved state
of Alaska.
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Actions you can take to mitigate climate change...
•
•
•
•
•
•
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By drilling for ice cores and analyzing the trapped air
bubbles, scientists have found that at no point during at
least the past 400,000 years have atmospheric CO2 levels
been as high as they are now — 404 parts per million (PPM).
In the entire history of humankind, CO2 levels have never
been this high.
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To reduce catastrophic effects on
both humans and ecosystems,
we must prevent average global
temperatures from rising by more
than 2º C above pre-industrial
levels. To do this there is only a
finite amount of carbon pollution
the world can emit—this amount
can be thought of as our carbon
budget. At our current rate, we
have about 20 years remaining.
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Thinking of Carbon
Emissions as a Budget
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more acidic today
than it was 300 years ago,
traceable to increasing levels of
CO2. Crabs, oysters, clams, sea
urchins, corals, and some kinds
of plankton are already being
affected. Of particular concern
are the pteropod, a pea sized
snail, which is a primary
food source for pink
salmon.

C li m a t e

For more information please visit: AlaskansKnowClimateChange.com
kbayconservation.org

