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INTRODUCTION

This resource was created by Common Ground and Roots for the Future, to 
celebrate the theme of NAIDOC Week 2021: ‘Heal Country!’. The resource 
links to the F-6 (Primary School) Australian Curriculum and can be used at 
any time of the year, in 2021 and beyond. 

The theme ‘Heal Country!’ calls for us to continue to seek greater 
protections for our lands, waters, sacred sites and cultural heritage from 
exploitation, desecration, and destruction. It is crucial for everyone to do 
their part in connecting to and protecting Country. It is never too early to 
start this journey. Young people play a vital role in the future of Country 
and our living environment. If understanding and appreciation starts early, 
young people will help ensure a future where Country thrives. 

WHAT’S IN THIS RESOURCE?

The resource includes 3 sections: Knowing Country, Connecting to Country 
and Protecting Country. Outcomes in this resource include learning 
what Country you’re on, learning about the diversity of First Nations, 
understanding how we relate to Country, understanding our responsibility 
to Country, learning about campaigns led by First Nations people to protect 
Country, and understanding how to be a good ally.

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE

This resource will be distributed digitally, online. It is designed so teachers 
can print the resource and give a copy to students. Teachers may like to give 
each student a copy of the entire resource, or only print specific pages for 
students. 

Each section (labelled 1-3) includes an introduction and activities. 
Activities within each section are labelled A, B, C, D and so on. Some of 
the activities have been presented as activity sheets that students can fill 
out when printed. Some of the activities are directions to watch videos, or 
questions to prompt class discussion.  

Some of the words used in this resource will be new for students. Teachers 
may wish to highlight these words with their students and discuss their 
meaning. There is a glossary towards the end of the resource (page 33) 
which provides explanations of some of the more complex words. 

There are various hyperlinks throughout the resource for teachers to find 
more information. These links are also presented in text, for when the 
resource is printed. The full list of Australian Curriculum links are provided 
at the end of the resource (from page 34). 

This resource has been created to teach and benefit both non-Indigenous 
and First Nations students. But it’s important to note that some of the 
language used throughout the resource speaks to non-Indigenous students 
specifically. For example, the language around “being a good ally” is only 
suitable for non-Indigenous students. If you have First Nations students in 
your class, you will need to consider how to reframe your discussion. For 
example, instead of talking about “being a good ally,” you can talk to First 
Nations students about being a strong advocate.

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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Section 1: 
Knowing Country
OUTCOMES 

       Know what Country you are on 

       Understand what Country means to local First Nations people 

       Learn about the history and diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Nations

https://www.commonground.org.au/


SECTION 1: KNOWING COUNTRY

KNOWING COUNTRY
Every step we take in Australia is on the sovereign and 
unceded Country of First Nations people. 

Sovereign and unceded means that since invasion, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander rights and responsibilities to 
Country (sovereignty) were never handed over to the 
government and so all Nations within Australia are stolen 
(unceded). 

Knowing about the Country we live on is the first step to 
connecting to its history, knowledge and people. We have to 
listen deeply to Country and allow ourselves to hear the entire 
truth before we can begin to connect with and help protect 
Country.

If you would like to learn more about Indigenous sovereignty 
check out this Indigenous X article.  
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MAKE AN IDENTITY MAP OF THE COUNTRY YOU ARE ON

ACTIVITY 1A ACTIVITY 1B ACTIVITY 1C

 .        Identify the Country you are on. 

.       Add the name of the Country 
you are on to your identity map.

.      Add a drawing of the landscape.

 .         Identify the language/s spoken 
on Country.  

.       Add the language spoken 
to your identity map.

 

Try searching these resources to find 
out more about your local language:

      Your local Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander council

      www.50words.online

      Your local language group  
www.firstlanguages.org.au

 .         Learn what is around the Country 
you are on. 

a)   Use the AIATSIS map (page 9) to 
identify the neighbouring Nations 
to the Country you are on. Start 
with the Country to the North. 
Identify the Country on the map 
and discuss whether anyone 
has been there and what it was 
like there.

b)   Explore what the landscape is like 
and note down the Country name 
on the identity map as well as draw 
some landscape features.

c)   Repeat a) and b) for East, South, 
and West of the Country you are on.

    TEACHERS:  It would be best to do this as a class first and have students go and create their own afterwards.  Use the activity sheet on page 8. 

   TEACHERS: You may wish to find some photos 
of these Nations prior to this task to help  
students make sense of these landscapes 
and places.

DURATION: 1HR+

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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IDENTITY MAP – ACTIVITY  1A  ,  1B  ,  1C    (EXAMPLE)
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IDENTITY MAP – ACTIVITY  1A  ,  1B  ,  1C
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SOME USEFUL TEXTS TO UNPACK THE 
CONCEPT OF COUNTRY: 
 
       Book: ‘Welcome to Country’ 

by Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin 
(Wurundjeri Country) 

      Common Ground article 
 
 
 

      A Welcome to Country conducted 
on the Country you are on 
 
 
 
 
 

      ‘Heal Country’ announcement 
video by NITV

 
 
 
       

COUNTRY IS MORE THAN A PLACE

Country is everything to First Nations people. 

Yes - Country is the skies, land, seas and animals - but it 
is more than that. First Nations languages and cultures 
are deeply connected to Country, so Country is language, 
culture, and Law too. (Law is the traditions, knowledges 
and law passed down through generations). Country is the 
stories passed down since time immemorial, and also the 
people who keep and share those stories. Country is all of 
these things.  To connect to and protect Country we must 
understand this. 

Find out more about Country here.

www.commonground.org.au/learn/what-is-country

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0m_
hn78A7DE

www.commonground.org.au/learn/
what-is-country

    TEACHERS: Find one online, or organise 
for an Elder to deliver a Welcome to 
Country at your school.

https://www.commonground.org.au/
http://www.commonground.org.au/learn/what-is-country
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0m_hn78A7DE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0m_hn78A7DE
https://www.commonground.org.au/learn/what-is-country


11SECTION 1: KNOWING COUNTRY

CREATE A MIND MAP OF WHAT COUNTRY IS

ACTIVITY  1D

 .        View one or more of the texts on page 10. 

.       After viewing, unpack what parts of Country you noticed  
within the text. 

.      Keep adding to the mind map as you go (on page 12). 

SOME POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO HELP UNPACK THE TEXTS &   
 VIDEOS ON PAGE 10: 
 
       What aspects of Country did you see?

       A Welcome to Country is a practice of Law and has been 
practiced for thousands of years. Have you ever seen a 
Welcome to Country? What Country were you on? What do 
you think its purpose is? 

      Did you see or hear any traditional language? What was it?

      Law includes things like traditions, knowledge and rules 
that tell us how to act on Country. Did you notice any 
of these in the text? Why do you think Law is a part of 
Country? 

      A lot of the texts explore people as Country (family, kin, 
babies, Ancestors etc.). Why do you think people are such 
an important part of Country? 

      The types of plants and animals in each text are different 
depending on what Country they are set in. Why do you 
think this is? Do you think diversity is important?

   TEACHERS: You may want to keep the mind map up in your 
classroom as a great reminder of everything that Country 
encompasses. 

DURATION: 15MIN

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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WHAT IS COUNTRY MIND MAP – ACTIVITY 1D
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Section 2: 
Connecting to Country
OUTCOMES 

       Connect deeply with the Country you are on 

       Learn about the history and diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Nations 

       Understand how to we relate to Country

https://www.commonground.org.au/


SECTION 2: CONNECTING TO COUNTRY

CONNECTING TO COUNTRY

14

Once we know about the Country we live on, we can then 
begin to connect, form a relationship with, and start to see the 
reciprocity of Country. 

Reciprocity is about mutual respect and exchange. For First 
Nations people and Country, it’s about keeping balance. We take 
only what is needed, so natural resources never run out. When 
we need something from Country, like bush medicine or drinking 
water, we make sure we’re giving back in other ways. Like cultural 
burning or through traditional ceremony.

Just like making relationships with people, we need to devote 
time and energy into our relationship with Country. It’s important 
to respect and care for Country, and treat Country like you would 
treat a friend.

If you would like to learn more about Indigenous sovereignty 
check out this Indigenous X article. 

If you would like to learn more about reciprocity and Country 
check out this Common Ground article. 

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/dec/11/i-cant-call-myself-an-indigenous-australian-and-also-say-sovereignty-never-ceded
https://www.commonground.org.au/learn/what-is-country
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VIEW DADIRRI BY THE MIRIAM-ROSE FOUNDATION

ACTIVITY 2A

 .        Watch video. 
 
 
 

.       After viewing:

        a)   Locate Malak Malak Country on the 
AIATSIS map. 

        b)   Talk about what Malak Malak 
Country looked, sounded and felt 
like in the video. 

        c)   Look at how close or far Malak Malak 
Country is from the Country you 
are on.

        d)   Talk about any similarities and 
differences between the Nations.

This video is set on Malak Malak Country and is 
about listening deeply to the Country around you 
in order to connect. The practice of Dadirri is also 
a form of meditation. When we connect with the 
Country we are on, we not only ground ourselves in 
our surroundings, but are able to see the reciprocity 
and relationships within Country better. 

Learn more about Dadirri here. 

www.thedadirrifilm.com/what-is-dadirri

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_
ezL8

DURATION: 15MIN

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8
http://thedadirrifilm.com/what-is-dadirri
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8
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CREATE YOUR OWN CLASS CONNECTION TO COUNTRY VIDEO

ACTIVITY 2B

 .        Observe and collect ideas.

 
 
         

.       Once finished, share your end 
product with your community.     
 

The Dadirri video is a beautiful film however it 
relates to Malak Malak Country. Creating a film that 
connects deeply to the Country you are on is a great 
way to work on your connection to Country and 
share the beauty of Country with those around you. 

Country is diverse and it is important to remember 
that even in urban environments (like cities and 
suburbs) we are on Country. When we listen to 
and connect with Country, we begin to notice how 
Country is always talking to us.

   TEACHERS: You might take students outside 
around the school, to a local parkland or 
river, or just for a walk around the neighbour-
hood. Alternatively you can have students 
bring observations from home or even on 
their way to and from school.  
 
TIP: When running an observation, have stu-
dents really focus on each sense: sight, smell, 
hearing, touch, taste.

We would love to see what you have 
created too! Send any creations to  
hello@commonground.org.au

DURATION: 1HR+

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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This activity draws from the 8 Ways Identity Map, developed by the Traditional Owners in Western New South Wales.  www.8ways.online/your-identity-map

CONNECTION TO COUNTRY PASSPORT

A passport is something 
that identifies you and 
keeps track of the places 
you have been when you 
travel. You usually take 
them with you when you 
travel to another country.

This ‘Connection to 
Country’ passport allows 
you to identify places you 
have strong connections to, 
and to see some of the ways 
you connect with Country. 

ACTIVITY 2C  : PART 1

 .         Identify the Country you were born on. 

 .       Identify the Country you are living on. 

.        Go home and find out the places your 
family are connected to. 

ACTIVITY 2C  : PART 2

 .        Ask yourself do you prefer: 

            Saltwater OR fresh water 
  High ground OR low ground 
  Open plains OR bushlands 
  Warm OR cool 
  Fur OR feathers 

.      Fill in your choices using 
symbols or drawings inside 
the relevant passport stamps. 

   TEACHERS:  The discussion that comes after each 
choice is key to the learning here. Make sure 
you unpack each choice to have students reflect 
deeply and make connections. Afterwards 
have them fill in their choices using symbols or 
drawings inside the relevant passport stamps.  
 
You may like to do this as a whole body activity 
where students move to either side of a space to 
reflect their choice. 

Here are some questions you 
could go home and ask:

      Have you lived anywhere other 
than this city, town or place?

       Are there places we often go 
back to?

      Before living in Australia, 
where did our family come 
from? 

      (For First Nations students) 
Who are our mob/s?  
What communities are we 
connected with? 

DURATION: 50MIN

     TEACHERS:  It would be best to do this as a   
  class first and have students go and create    

          their own afterwards. 

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.8ways.online/your-identity-map
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CONNECTION TO COUNTRY PASSPORT – ACTIVITY 2C  : PART 1

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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SALTWATER OR

FRESHWATER

HIGH GROUND

LOW GROUND

OR

OPEN PLAINS OR

BUSHLAND

WARM OR

COOL

FEATHERS OR

FUR

CONNECTION TO COUNTRY PASSPORT – ACTIVITY 2C  : PART 2

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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Section 3: 
Protecting Country
OUTCOMES 

       Understand our responsibility to Country 

       Understand allyship and how to be a good ally 

       Learn about campaigns led by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to protect Country

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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PROTECTING COUNTRY

Reciprocal relationships with Country means that what Country 
gives us, we must give back to Country. Country gives us life and 
we need to make sure Country keeps on living and thriving. 

For over 80,000 years First Nations people have cared for Country, 
allowing life on this continent to continue. The last 250 years have 
seen a lot of destruction to the parts that make up Country (e.g. 
language, skies, water, land, people, stories, law, animals). 

Now, with all of us living on Country and benefitting from the 
life it gives us, we must do our part as good allies to First Nations 
people to help protect Country from further damage.

If you would like to learn more about Indigenous sovereignty go to 
this Indigenous X article. 

If you would like to learn more about reciprocity and Country go 
to this Common Ground article. 

21
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INTRODUCTION

Samson lives on Wiradjuri  
(Wah-ra-juh-re) Country and 
wants to know how they can help 
protect Country.  
 

 .        Help Samson to be a good ally 
by putting a tick next to the 
best choice on the comic strips 
on the following pages.

To be an ally to First Nations people we need to show 
solidarity. Solidarity means to unite and work together for 
the greater good. A good ally helps others even when it is 
hard work and we feel like we don’t get any rewards. 

The way the world is, some people’s lives are made easier 
just because of their race, gender, who they love, wealth, 
education, religion, and ability. This is called privilege. If 
your life is made harder by any of these factors it is called 
oppression. First Nations people have been oppressed (their 
life is unfairly limited just because of who they are) for a 
long time - since invasion. Having Country that is sick is 
part of that oppression. 

BEING A GOOD ALLY

ACTIVITY  3A

   TEACHERS:   
Read the introduction. Walk through both 
choices on each scenario on the following 
pages. You could do this as a whole class 
using the ‘Think Pair Share’ strategy, or 
individually with written answers. Encourage 
rich discussion and critical thinking by 
having students justify their choices. 

GOOD ALLIES use their privilege when they see someone, or a group of people, being 
treated unfairly. The best allies listen to those who are being treated unfairly, and ask 
what support is required before taking action.

DURATION: 20MIN

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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GOOD CHOICES FOR AN ALLY – ACTIVITY  3A  SCENARIO #1

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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GOOD CHOICES FOR AN ALLY – ACTIVITY  3A  SCENARIO #2

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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WHAT ARE FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE DOING TO PROTECT 
COUNTRY?

On the following pages, you’ll find some 
examples of ways First Nations people are 
protecting Country. 

   TEACHERS:   
You may wish to space these examples out by looking at one per lesson, which 
will allow for more time to unpack, discuss and reflect on our roles within these 
campaigns and issues.

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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CULTURAL BURNING

The Firesticks Alliance are an 
organisation of First Nations people 
working together to strengthen 
cultural burning. Cultural burning 
is a way of using controlled fire to 
keep Country healthy. 

ACTIVITY 3B .1

www.firesticks.org.au/about/cultural-
burning

 .       Watch this video to learn more about 
cultural burning here (3 minutes). 
 
 
 
 

 .       Watch this video to see cultural 
burning in action in Booderee National 
Park (Dhurga Country). Booderee 
means ‘bay of plenty’ in Dhurga 
language - remember that language is 
a part of Country. Imagine someone 
from the future visiting Booderee and 
seeing it was empty. Cultural burning 
is a great way to make sure this place 
lives up to its name! 
 

 

.        After viewing discuss:

              Why do you think cultural burning is 
important?

              How does it help to protect Country?

              How do you think First Nations 
people feel when they are learning or 
teaching cultural burning?

              What aspects of Country do you 
think are being protected? 

     

 

              Are there Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander groups in your local 
area practicing cultural burning? 
 

https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/
media/3721501/benefits-of-indigenous-
fire-practices

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vVFVmkzi82g

DURATION: 20MIN

Try to touch on multiple 
aspects of Country: language, 
skies, seas, land, people, Law, 
animals and stories. 

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.firesticks.org.au/about/cultural-burning/
https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/media/3721501/benefits-of-indigenous-fire-practices
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVFVmkzi82g
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FIRST NATIONS PLACE NAMES

First Nations place names tell a 
deep story of connection to place 
through language. Every place on 
this continent has a name in a First 
Nations language created through 
thousands and thousands of years of 
relationships between First Nations 
people and the Country they belong 
to. 

There is a campaign to have 
traditional place names to be used in 
postal addresses as well as an office 
database of traditional place names. 
It was created by Gomeroi woman 
Rachel Mcphail. You can view the 
petition here. 

ACTIVITY 3B .2

www.change.org/p/australia-post-add-traditional-
place-names-into-australian-addresses

 .       Watch this video below to learn about 
the importance of learning and sharing 
Aboriginal place names on Yuin 
Country from Yuin, Bunurong and 
Tasmanian man Bruce Pascoe. 

 
 

 .       Find out more about a traditional 
place name near to the Country you 
are on, through the ABC’s ‘This Place’ 
resource library.  
 
 
 

.        After viewing discuss:

              Why do you think having traditional 
place names is important?

            How does it help to protect Country?

            Bruce Pascoe mentioned that some 
meanings have been lost. How do you 
think people feel when they do not 
know the meaning of a place on their 
own Country?

            Why do you think some traditional 
place names and their meanings have 
been lost?

             What aspects of Country do you 
think are being protected? 

         

        

        

            What is something we can do as 
allies to support the traditional place 
names campaign?

     
        

www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIBlY7qsnjE

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmWe-
V9tacwEPDUHggQgzE8YPRMaInQyA

DURATION: 15MIN

Try to touch on multiple 
aspects of Country: language, 
skies, seas, land, people, Law, 
animals and stories. 

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.change.org/p/australia-post-add-traditional-place-names-into-australian-addresses?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_25106773_en-AU%3A6&recruiter=125028660&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=tap_basic_share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIBlY7qsnjE
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmWe-V9tacwEPDUHggQgzE8YPRMaInQyA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmWe-V9tacwEPDUHggQgzE8YPRMaInQyA
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FIRST NATIONS YOUNG PEOPLE FIGHTING TO PROTECT WATERWAYS

First Nations communities all 
across the Northern Territory are 
fighting to protect Country from the 
government and companies who 
are trying to frack Country. 

ACTIVITY 3B .3

 .        Watch the Water is Life film  
(26 minutes) by Seed Mob to find 
out how Seed Mob and Aboriginal 
communities are working together to 
try and stop fracking in the Northern 
Territory. 
 
 
 
 

nt.seedmob.org.au/film

www.seedmob.org.au/

Fracking is drilling deep down 
into the earth to remove oil and 
gases which are then used to 
make energy (to power things like 
electricity). 

 .      After viewing discuss:

              Why do you think it is important to 
stop the fracking of Country?

              How does this campaign help to 
protect Country?

              What aspects of Country do you 
think are being protected?  
 

              What is something we can do as allies 
to support the Seed Mob campaign? 

         

Try to touch on multiple 
aspects of Country: language, 
skies, seas, land, people, Law, 
animals and stories. 

DURATION: 40MIN

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://nt.seedmob.org.au/film
https://www.seedmob.org.au/
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OUR ISLANDS, OUR HOME

The Torres Strait Islands are under 
severe threat of being taken by 
rising sea levels. 

ACTIVITY 3B .4

 .        Watch ‘Our Islands, Our Home’  
(2 minutes) to learn from Torres Strait 
Islander people about the threat to 
their Nations and hear their plea for 
allies and climate justice from the 
United Nations.  
 
 
 
 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXb5b9pdx20

 .      After viewing discuss:

             Where are the Torres Strait Islands?

              Why do you think it is important to 
take action for climate change?

              How does this campaign help to 
protect Country across the Torres 
Strait Islands?

              What aspects of Country do you 
think will be protected if the 
Torres Strait Islands gets the 
help they need?

 

              What is something we can do as 
allies to support the ‘Our Islands, 
Our home’ campaign? 

         

Try to touch on multiple 
aspects of Country: language, 
skies, seas, land, people, Law, 
animals and stories. 

DURATION: 15MIN

Image: Our Islands Our Home

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXb5b9pdx20
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OUR PLEDGE TO PROTECT COUNTRY

ACTIVITY 3C

 .        Create your pledge to protect 
Country (page 31) and share it 
with your friends and family.          

When we learn about the damage done to Country 
and how it impacts us all, especially First Nations 
people, it can make us feel not so good, and a little 
helpless. 

But we now know how to be a good ally, and some 
great ways First Nations people are already working 
to protect Country. It is now our turn to stand up, 
use our voices to protect Country too. 

   TEACHERS: You might want to place these around 
         the school to start the conversation in your 

school community. 

DURATION: 20MIN

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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OUR PLEDGE TO PROTECT COUNTRY – ACTIVITY  3C

https://www.commonground.org.au/
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FRACK
Fracking is the process of drilling deep down 
into the earth to remove oil and gases, which are 
then used to produce energy. 

GOMEROI
Gomeroi refers to both the land (Gomeroi 
Country) and the group (Gomeroi people). 
Gomeroi Country lies within northern New 
South Wales and Southern Queensland. 

LAW
Law (also known as Lore) includes accepted 
ways of behaving, and understandings about 
land, language, relationships, knowledge and 
traditions. Law has been handed down by the 
Creation Ancestors, and upheld by First Nations 
people for thousands of generations.

MALAK MALAK
Malak Malak refers to both the land (Malak Mal-
ak Country) and the group (Malak Malak people). 
Malak Malak Country is in the Daly River region 
of the Northern Territory. Malak Malak people 
are the Traditional Owners of Malak Malak 
Country. Malak Malak is also the language spo-
ken by Malak Malak people.

OPPRESSED
When someone is treated unfairly just because 
of who they are. Someone who is oppressed does 
not have the same opportunities, freedom and 
benefits as others.

PRIVILEGE
Privilege refers to special benefits or rights that 
are only available to a particular person or group 
of people. The way the world is, some people’s 
lives are made easier just because of their race, 
gender, who they love, wealth, education and 
ability. People with privilege have access to more 
advantages and opportunities in life.

RECIPROCITY
Exchanging something, or giving and taking 
together in equal ways. Reciprocity means things 
are not one-sided, and everyone benefits. 

SOLIDARITY
Solidarity means to unite and work together for 
the greater good. Acceptance, generosity and 
empathy are all part of showing solidarity with a 
particular person or group of people. 

SOVEREIGNTY
Sovereignty is the power and independence to 
control a place. We often use the word 
sovereignty to describe the power that 
governments have to be in charge of a country, 
such as Australia. Sovereignty for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people is about rights and 
responsibilities to Country that have existed for 
over 80,000 years. 

UNCEDED
Unceded means when something is not given or 
handed over. First Nations in Australia did not 
hand over Country or land, it was taken by force.

WIRADJURI
Wiradjuri refers to both the land (Wiradjuri 
Country) and the group (Wiradjuri people). 
Wiradjuri Country is the largest Country/Nation 
in New South Wales. Wiradjuri people are the 
Traditional Owners of Wiradjuri Country. They 
are known as the “people of three rivers”. Wirad-
juri is also the language spoken by the Wiradjuri 
people.

GLOSSARY
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SECTION 1: KNOWING COUNTRY

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: 
The representation of the location of places and their features on simple maps and models 
ACHASSK014 F 
 

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: 
The Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Country/Place on which the school is located 
and why Country/Place is important to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
ACHASSK016 F

 
HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Researching: 
Collect data and information from observations and identify information and data from 
sources provided ACHASSI002 ACHASSI019 ACHASSI035 F 1 2

HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Researching: 
Interpret data and information displayed in pictures and texts and on maps ACHASSI024 
ACHASSI040 1 2

 
HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Analysing): 
Explore a point of view ACHASSI038 2

 

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | History:  
The importance of Country/Place to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples who 
belong to a local area ACHASSK062 3

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography:  
The representation of Australia as states and territories and as Countries/Places of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples; and major places in Australia, both natural 
and human ACHASSK066 3

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | History:  
The diversity of Australia’s first peoples and the long and continuous connection of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to Country/Place (land, sea, waterways and 
skies) ACHASSK083 4

Science | Science understanding | Biological sciences:  
Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive ACSSU073 4

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography:  
The world’s cultural diversity, including that of its indigenous peoples ACHASSK140 6 

LOWER PRIMARY UPPER PRIMARY

https://www.commonground.org.au/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSK014
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSI035
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSI024
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSI040
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSI038
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSK066
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACSSU073
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSK140
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SECTION 2: CONNECTING TO COUNTRY

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | History: 
The importance of Country/Place to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples who 
belong to a local area ACHASSK062 3

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: 
The representation of Australia as states and territories and as Countries/Places of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples; and major places in Australia, both natural 
and human ACHASSK066 3

HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Researching: 
Locate and collect information and data from different sources, including observations 
ACHASSI074 4

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | History: 
The diversity of Australia’s first peoples and the long and continuous connection of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to Country/Place (land, sea, waterways and 
skies) ACHASSK083 4

Science | Science understanding | Biological sciences: 
Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive ACSSU073 4

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: 
The world’s cultural diversity, including that of its indigenous peoples ACHASSK140 6

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography:  
The places people live in and belong to, their familiar features and why they are important 
to people ACHASSK015 F

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography:  
The Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Country/Place on which the school is located 
and why Country/Place is important to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
ACHASSK016 F

HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Researching:  
Collect data and information from observations and identify information and data from 
sources provided ACHASSI002 ACHASSI019 ACHASSI035 F 1 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography:  
The natural, managed and constructed features of places, their location, how they change 
and how they can be cared for ACHASSK031 1

HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Analysing: Explore a point of view ACHASSI038 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography:  
The ways in which Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples maintain special 
connections to particular Country/Place ACHASSK049 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: 
The connections of people in Australia to people in other places in Australia and across the 
world ACHASSK050 2

 

LOWER PRIMARY UPPER PRIMARY
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSI019
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSK031
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search/?q=ACHASSK050
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SECTION 3: PROTECTING COUNTRY

LOWER PRIMARY UPPER PRIMARY
HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Civics and citizenship: Why people participate within 
communities and how students can actively participate and contribute ACHASSK072 3 

HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Evaluating and reflecting: Reflect on learning to propose personal 
and/or collective action in response to an issue or challenge, and predict the probable 
effects ACHASSI060 ACHASSI081 ACHASSI104 3 4 5

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: The custodial responsibility Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have for Country/Place, and how this influences views 
about sustainability ACHASSK089 4 

Science | Science understanding | Biological sciences: Living things depend on each other 
and the environment to survive ACSSU073 4

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: The influence of people, including 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, on the environmental characteristics of 
Australian places ACHASSK112 5

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: How people with shared beliefs and 
values work together to achieve a civic goal ACHASSK118 5

Science | Science as a human endeavour | Use and influence of science: Scientific knowledge 
is used to solve problems and inform personal and community decisions ACSHE083 
ACSHE100 5 6

Science | Science understanding | Biological sciences: The growth and survival of living 
things are affected by physical conditions of their environment ACSSU094 6

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: The reasons why some places are special 
to people, and how they can be looked after ACHASSK017 F

HASS | Inquiry and Skills | Evaluating and reflecting: Reflect on learning to propose how 
to care for places and sites that are important or significant ACHASSI009 ACHASSI026 
ACHASSI042 F 1 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: The natural, managed and constructed 
features of places, their location, how they change and how they can be cared for 
ACHASSK031 1

Science | Science as a human endeavour | Use and influence of science: People use science in 
their daily lives, including when caring for their environment and living things ACSHE022 
ACSHE035 1 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | History: The importance today of a historical site 
of cultural or spiritual significance in the local area, and why it should be preserved 
ACHASSK045 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: The idea that places are parts of Earth’s 
surface that have been named by people, and how places can be defined at a variety of 
scales ACHASSK048 2

HASS | Knowledge and Understanding | Geography: The ways in which Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples maintain special connections to particular Country/Place 
ACHASSK049 2

Science | Science understanding | Earth and space sciences: Earth’s resources are used in a 
variety of ways ACSSU032 2
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