
Skill Story:

Listening

How to use this resource:

1. Explain that you are going to read a story 
about Listening.

2. Ask learners to listen out for times when 
characters listen and respond to sounds or 
other people speaking.

3. Read the story. At certain points, ask 
learners questions to check they have 
listened carefully.

4. Discuss the reflection questions on the last 
page.



Finn and Fran



In the centre of Fashion City, live Finn and 

Fran: two best friends who are always coming 

up with new and imaginative ideas.



Finn and Fran are fashion designers, working 

in their studio to create beautiful clothes and 

accessories for their friends.



On Monday, Gwen visited Finn and Fran and 
asked them to design a dress she could wear 
to a disco.



Finn and Fran listened to some disco music to get them in the mood.
They danced along and imagined they were at the party.



Whilst listening to the music, they were inspired to design a glittery 
dress covered in sequins!
Gwen loved her new dress and wore it proudly to the disco!



Question: What do you like about the dress?



On Tuesday, Matt visited Finn and Fran and asked them to 
design a new colourful fabric to use as a blanket.



Finn and Fran listened to Matt describe the fabric so they could 
understand exactly what he wanted.
They asked Matt questions to check they’d listened properly.

The fabric is multi-coloured, 
with blue, red, pink, yellow, 

green and purple.

It has a big, colourful 
butterfly in the middle.

Is there any orange in the 
fabric?



Whilst listening to Matt describe the fabric, they were inspired to
design a beautiful silk blanket with a butterfly print!
Matt loved his new blanket and lay it proudly on his arm chair!



Question: How do you feel about the story so far?
Feelings to choose from: 
happy, proud, sad, worried, angry, surprised



On Wednesday, Mish and Petros visited Finn and Fran and asked 
them to design matching outfits they could wear to a running race.



Finn and Fran listened as they shared a poem about the race, 
so they could imagine the event.
They joined in with the rhyme to show that they were listening.

Standing and waiting for the
race to begin

I’m getting quite nervous
Am I going to WIN?

WIN!



Whilst listening to the poem, they were inspired to design a pair of 
sporty outfits!
Mish and Petros loved their new sports clothes and wore them 
proudly at the running race!



Question: What were the rhyming words in the poem?

Standing and waiting
for the race to begin

I’m getting quite 
nervous

Am I going to WIN?



On Thursday, Suneeta visited Finn and Fran and asked them to 
design an outfit for her to wear to work.



Finn and Fran listened as she shared information about her new job, 
so they could understand what she wanted.
They spoke about what they’d heard to show that they were listening.

I’m going to be the new 
manager of a bank. 

I will lead a team of people 
and help customers with 

their money.

I’ve been to a bank before 
and saw people wearing 

smart clothes.



Whilst listening to Suneeta speak, they were inspired to design a
smart, blue suit!
Suneeta loved her new business clothes and wore them proudly on 
the first day of her new job!



In just a few days, Finn and Fran had created

a party dress, a blanket, a matching pair of

sports outfits and a business suit!

What a busy studio!



Question: What different things have Finn and 
Fran designed for their customers?

Gwen Matt Mish and 
Petros

Suneeta



The End



Reflection Questions:

1. What happened in the story?

2. What or who did Finn and Fran listen to?

3. How did they show that they had listened well?

4. How did listening help them with their designs?

Extension Question:

5. Why is it important to listen to other people?
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