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Protect Louisiana’s  
Justice Reinvestment Package
In 2017, the Louisiana Legislature passed 10 bills known as the Louisiana justice reinvest-
ment package. Justice reinvestment is a data-driven approach to criminal justice reform that 
decreases incarceration, saves taxpayer money on corrections, and reinvests those dollars 
into initiatives that reduce crime.

Justice reinvestment is necessary to achieve true criminal justice reform in Louisiana. Our 
taxpayers spend hundreds of millions of dollars each year on the criminal justice system, 
with little return on their investment. Louisiana holds the title of incarceration capital of the 
world, but locking up people at a higher rate than anywhere else has not made us any safer. 

The package to improve Louisiana’s criminal justice system had bipartisan support from law-
makers, district attorneys, sheriffs, judges, crime survivors, formerly incarcerated people, the 
business community, and other criminal justice system stakeholders. Now, however, there is 
proposed legislation that could put Louisiana’s justice reinvestment package in jeopardy. 

We must protect the package and continue advancing Louisiana down the path of public 
safety, so it can shed its title as incarceration capital of the world. 

Improve Public Safety
• Louisiana will reinvest 70 percent of the cost savings from justice reinvestment imple-
mentation into local programs that will prevent crime, provide re-entry services, and 
improve crime survivor support.

• The justice reinvestment package will strengthen community supervision for those on 
probation and parole to reduce their likelihood of offending again.

• A task force is overseeing implementation of the package to ensure that reforms and 
reinvestment efforts are making Louisiana safer.

• Crime has gone down in other states that have implemented justice reinvestment reforms. 

  Texas: Since the adoption of its 2007 reforms, crime is down 30 percent, and the rate of 
imprisonment is down 16 percent.

  South Carolina: Since the adoption of its 2010 reforms, crime is down 16 percent, and the 
imprisonment rate is down 16 percent. 

  North Carolina: Since the adoption of its 2011 reforms, crime is down 20 percent, and the 
imprisonment rate is down 3 percent.

  Georgia: Since the adoption of its 2012 reforms, crime is down 11 percent, and the imprison-
ment rate is down 7 percent. 
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Save Tax Dollars
• Louisiana will save at least $262 million over the next 10 years as justice reinvestment poli-
cies are implemented.

• At $625 million annually, Louisiana’s third-highest expenditure is adult corrections.

• The Department of Corrections spends $24.39 per person, per day to house nearly 20,000 
people in parish jails.

• If Louisiana matched Oklahoma – the second-most incarcerated state in the U.S. in 2014, 
it would have saved $49 million annually.

Reduce Prison Population
• Louisiana’s prison population is expected to decrease by at least 10 percent over the next 
10 years through justice reinvestment initiatives.

• The package expands probation, parole and prison alternatives, while prioritizing expen-
sive prison space for those who pose a threat to public safety.

• Re-entry is a challenge for everyone released from prison and into poverty. The package 
reduces some financial pressures on people who are released every month, and reduces the 
number of people returning to prison. Money saved by reducing the prison population can be 
reinvested into programs that support this difficult transition.

• The justice reinvestment package puts Louisiana on track to finally lose its title as incar-
ceration capital of the world by the end of 2018.

If we fail to protect the justice reinvestment package, Louisiana will revert to its over-reli-
ance on mass incarceration, and will not be able to afford the data-driven solutions it needs 
to improve public safety. The opportunity to save tax dollars and reinvest in programs that 
will prevent crime, build up our communities, improve public safety, and help victims could 
be lost.

Louisianans for Prison Alternatives (LPA) is a diverse statewide coalition of organizations committed to 
reducing Louisiana’s imprisonment rate. LPA sees an urgent need for the Louisiana State Legislature to pass 
comprehensive criminal justice reform legislation to make our system more just, accountable and transparent 
to all Louisianans. 
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Join Louisianans for Prison 
Alternatives. LPA will send 
you information about ways 
to participate in local and 
statewide coalition efforts.

Sign up at  
prisonreformla.com 

The amount of money 
Louisiana will save over 
the next 10 years as justice 
reinvestment policies are 
implemented.

$262  
MILLION

SB 458 (Gatti)
No medical treatment 
furlough for 1st/2nd  
degree murder.

HB 195 (Mack)
Removing compliance 
credit.

SB 213 (Gatti)
Victim restitution 
payments.

SB 268 (Johns)
Victim restitution 
payments.

SB 389 (Claitor)
Victim restitution 
payments.

HB 452 (Dwight)
Removing administrative 
sanctions for low-level 
parole violations.

There is proposed legislation 
that could put Louisiana’s 
justice reinvestment 
package in jeopardy. Those 
bills include:
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