This week we’re learning about God’s glory and the change His glory is bringing
about in our lives.

WATCH THE VIDEO

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story

Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during
your discussion.
Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.
• What are some things that we see people exalt in their everyday lives?
• What makes a person worthy of lifting up? What causes us to tear down
monuments to people?

Find Your Story in God’s Story

If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

MARCH 2-4, 2019

DIGGING DEEPER

Glory

The sun is so powerful that even at night when the moon is full, the sun’s reflected
glory can illuminate the night. From even 90 million miles away, the power of the
sun can trigger photosynthesis that creates and sustains life on earth. Likewise,
the glory of God is a fullness of being beyond anything we could create on our
own. God’s glory burns brightly, and the grace of God is that His glory brings about
redemption and restoration in our lives, even while we’re still dead to our sins.

READ 1 PETER 5:8-11 (NLT)
• In Daniel 4, King Nebuchadnezzar declares that he’s built a palace to his own glory.
What are other ways that the devil tries to get us to build up our own glory instead
of relying on the light of Jesus to be our focus?
• In Matthew 7, Jesus tells the parable of the wise and the foolish builders. What
happens to the man who builds his house upon the sand? What about the person

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story
READ JOHN 1:14-18 (NIV) & 2 CORINTHIANS 3:16-18 (NLT)

who builds his house upon the rock?
• What’s the final destination that God is bringing us toward, revealed in this
passage? What kind of a foundation does the glory of Jesus offer?

• According to the John passage, where have we seen the glory of God?
• How do we see God’s glory?
• What do we receive when we see God’s glory, according to John 1:16? How has that
grace affected you?
• How are we personally changed and transformed by God’s glory, according to
2 Corinthians? What are some ways you’ve seen yourself made more in the image
of God?
• Why do you think God’s glory has such profound transformational power?
• When have you experienced someone else “reflect[ing] the glory of the Lord”? How did

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 10:31-33 (NIV)
• What does it look like to eat for the glory of God?
• Besides eating and drinking, what are other areas of life where we can engage for
the glory of God? What are some of the ways your everyday practices can reflect
God’s glory?
• What does it mean to seek the good of many instead of working primarily for your
own benefit?

that impact or shape you?
• Who are some people in everyday communities who would experience God’s glory
reflecting through your life? What could the impact be on them?
Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

… Living in the Light
John 1:14-18

AWAKEN
… Living in the Light
A Message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt.

John 1:14-18 (NIV)
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when
I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) Out of
his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen
God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the
Father, has made him known.

Notes

UPCOMING SERVICES
» March 6, 7 p.m. | Ash Wednesday | Mine | Psalm 51 | Pastor Rob Hemphill
» March 9-11 | AWAKEN | … Living Witnesses | John 1:19-28 | Pastor Nathan Clark
» March 16-18 Communion | AWAKEN | … Life from the Lamb | John 1:29-34 | Pastor Matt Heard

Sleepwalking. It’s what most of us do—not just at night but every day. Going
through the motions, experiencing the routines, fulfilling the obligations, fighting
the challenges… all the while pushing back a question gnawing at our core:
“What is life for?!”
Is life merely when cells are reproducing and a heart is beating? Every one of
us has a persistent hunch there’s more to the depth and dance of our existence
than mere physical and scientific definitions. But where do we turn for
a fuller, more accurate and credible understanding?
Two thousand years ago, a Galilean fisherman named Zebedee had two
sons, James and John. The brothers were adventurous and opinionated and lived
life in large fashion—in fact, they were given the nickname “Sons of Thunder” for
their exuberance.
One day while they were working with their father repairing their fishing
nets, a Rabbi named Jesus came to the lakeshore and called them both to be His
disciples. Little did they know the dimensions and implications of that call or the
true identity of the One who was calling them. But follow Him they did… and their
understanding and experience of life were forever changed as a result.
The two brothers developed a close relationship with Jesus—especially
John. Not only was he one of Jesus’ disciples, but he became part of Christ’s
“inner circle” of companions, and of those, John was probably the closest to
Jesus. It was John who sat next to Jesus, and actually leaned against Him, during
the disciples’ final supper together the night before He was crucified. And it was
John to whom Jesus, as He was being crucified, entrusted the future care of Mary,
His mother.
During those years of following Jesus—absorbing His teaching, watching
Him live, listening to His laughter and wisdom, observing Him interacting with
people, seeing Him die on the cross, witnessing His resurrection from the dead
and ascension to the Father, receiving His Spirit and then devoting his life to
serving Christ’s Kingdom purposes—John was impacted at the core of his life
story and eternity.
As the days turned into decades, John became a principal leader of the
expanding community of Christ’s followers hundreds of miles north in the large
and influential region of Asia Minor. In the sunset years of his life, John, under the
leadership and inspiration of Christ’s Spirit, began to write down what he had
seen and heard so people like us could enter into the same understanding and
experience of life John had—a view of Life authored and enabled by Jesus.
Through John’s firsthand observation and experience of Jesus… through his
relationship with Him… and through the inspired words he wrote… we meet the
Author of Life and the Redeemer of our stories. On the pages of this Gospel of
John, Jesus beckons us with an invitation. With a call. With a summons.
“Believe and follow Me, and you’ll taste Life as I intended for it to be lived.”
In other words—AWAKEN.
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Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.
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Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt.
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I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) Out of
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This week we’re learning about God’s glory and the change His glory is bringing
about in our lives.

WATCH THE VIDEO

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story

Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during
your discussion.
Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.
• What are some things that we see people exalt in their everyday lives?
• What makes a person worthy of lifting up? What causes us to tear down
monuments to people?

Find Your Story in God’s Story

If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

MARCH 2-4, 2019

DIGGING DEEPER

Glory

The sun is so powerful that even at night when the moon is full, the sun’s reflected
glory can illuminate the night. From even 90 million miles away, the power of the
sun can trigger photosynthesis that creates and sustains life on earth. Likewise,
the glory of God is a fullness of being beyond anything we could create on our
own. God’s glory burns brightly, and the grace of God is that His glory brings about
redemption and restoration in our lives, even while we’re still dead to our sins.

READ 1 PETER 5:8-11 (NLT)
• In Daniel 4, King Nebuchadnezzar declares that he’s built a palace to his own glory.
What are other ways that the devil tries to get us to build up our own glory instead
of relying on the light of Jesus to be our focus?
• In Matthew 7, Jesus tells the parable of the wise and the foolish builders. What
happens to the man who builds his house upon the sand? What about the person

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story
READ JOHN 1:14-18 (NIV) & 2 CORINTHIANS 3:16-18 (NLT)

who builds his house upon the rock?
• What’s the final destination that God is bringing us toward, revealed in this
passage? What kind of a foundation does the glory of Jesus offer?

• According to the John passage, where have we seen the glory of God?
• How do we see God’s glory?
• What do we receive when we see God’s glory, according to John 1:16? How has that
grace affected you?
• How are we personally changed and transformed by God’s glory, according to
2 Corinthians? What are some ways you’ve seen yourself made more in the image
of God?
• Why do you think God’s glory has such profound transformational power?
• When have you experienced someone else “reflect[ing] the glory of the Lord”? How did

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 10:31-33 (NIV)
• What does it look like to eat for the glory of God?
• Besides eating and drinking, what are other areas of life where we can engage for
the glory of God? What are some of the ways your everyday practices can reflect
God’s glory?
• What does it mean to seek the good of many instead of working primarily for your
own benefit?

that impact or shape you?
• Who are some people in everyday communities who would experience God’s glory
reflecting through your life? What could the impact be on them?
Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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