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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

The God of Revelation
This week we’re learning how God reveals Himself to us.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When have you experienced an epiphany in your life?
• What brought about that “Aha!” moment?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ JOHN 20:30-31 (NLT)  &  1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-18 (NIV)  

• Why do we have a record of the stories of Jesus’ life, according to John 20:30-31?
•  According to the passage from 1 Corinthians, how do we experience revelation and an 

understanding of God?
•  What’s a story in the Bible that revealed to you something significant about God’s 

character? How did that revelation affect your life?
•  What’s a story about Jesus that revealed something significant about your own life? How 

did that affect your life or your relationship with God?
•  When is a time God’s brought about understanding on a relationship, question or 

experience that was previously unknowable?
•  What would happen if we relied on ourselves and our own wisdom to plot the course for 

our life? What are some areas where you’ve discovered the limits to your own wisdom?
• Where do you need to look to the Holy Spirit for revelation?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

How do we know what we know? There’s an entire field of study called  
epistemology that tackles those very questions. But epistemology also deals  
with the question of what we can know, and the theory of knowledge splits  
around God. Unlike knowledge, God is the great I Am. He is eternal and  
irreducible into discrete, knowable pieces. This means we can’t rely on reason  
or empiricism to know God. Instead, we’re dependent on God to reveal Himself  
to us, which He’s done since creation.

  READ ROMANS 1:18-20 (NLT)  

• What are some ways God has revealed Himself to all people?
• Where have you seen God revealed more clearly through His creation?

  READ HEBREWS 1:1-3 (NIV)  

• What are some of the things that God has revealed to us through Jesus?
•  How have those truths about God, the world, our purpose and so on brought  

about change in our lives?
•  Who is someone who needs to hear from Jesus to experience the truth and hope  

of God? How could you share those stories with that person? John the
Revelator



UPCOMING SERVICES 
»  February 16-18 Communion  |  Awaken  |  Part 1: The Light of Life   |  John 1:1-5  |  Pastor Matt Heard
»  February 23-25  |  Awaken  |  Part 2:  Letting in the Light   |  John 1:6-13  |  Pastor Matt Heard

John the Revelator
Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

Belong & Grow Partnership Class
SUNDAYS STARTING FEBRUARY 17   |   12:15-2:15 P.M.   |   THE HUB   |   northlandchurch.net/belong&grow

Life’s Healing Choices  
TUESDAYS STARTING FEBRUARY 19   |   6:30-8:30 P.M.   |   ROOMS 5207 & 5110   |   northlandchurch.net/healingchoices

Marriage and Couples Seminar: For Better, For Worse
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23   |   10 A.M.-NOON   |   ROOM 5100   |   REGISTER AT: northlandchurch.net/forbetterforworse  

121Hope Annual Prayer Walk
SATURDAY, MARCH 2   |   9-11:30 A.M.   |   MEET OUTSIDE CARE CENTER   |   northlandchurch.net/121hopeprayerwalk

All Skate Weekend 
MARCH 1-4   |   SERVE OUR COMMUNITY AND CELEBRATE THE AMAZING THINGS GOD IS DOING     

Daddy Daughter Dance • Joy Prom • Serve Day • Biggie Worship   |   northlandchurch.net/allskate

Laugh All Night Comedy Festival 
FRIDAY, MARCH 15   |   7-8:30 P.M.   |   SANCTUARY   |   northlandchurch.net/laughallnight

Questions? Contact our Finance Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

Tithes and Offerings

Give by cash or check  
and drop it in any of our  
tithe boxes.

Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Give 
or use the Northland App.

Give via mobile text.  
Text “northland” followed  
by the amount to 77977 
(e.g. northland 10).

Ways to GiveJanuary 2019
Week 4 of 4

Revelation 4:1 (ESV)
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! 
And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a 
trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.”

Worship focus
Worship Christ today as the Word made flesh, the revelation. 

Prayer
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. ...

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. [Amen.]

– John 1:1-5, 14 (NIV)

A Message from Vernon Rainwater, Pastor Emeritus
Read about Pastor Vernon at northlandchurch.net/pastorvernon. 
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Cosmic Canticle, Cantiga 2
by Ernesto Cardenal

In the beginning
   – before spacetime –
  was the Word ...

at the beginning,
   was the reality of the word.
When all was night, when
all beings were still obscure, before being beings,
a voice existed, a clear word,
  a song in the night.

In the beginning was the Song.
 Singing he created the cosmos.
And for that reason all things sing ...

And space is not speechless.
 Who has ears to hear let him hear.
  We are surrounded by sound.
Everything existing united by rhythm. ...

Each thing sings.
 Things, not created by calculus
   but by poetry.

Notes
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your discussion.
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• What brought about that “Aha!” moment?
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• Why do we have a record of the stories of Jesus’ life, according to John 20:30-31?
•  According to the passage from 1 Corinthians, how do we experience revelation and an 

understanding of God?
•  What’s a story in the Bible that revealed to you something significant about God’s 

character? How did that revelation affect your life?
•  What’s a story about Jesus that revealed something significant about your own life? How 

did that affect your life or your relationship with God?
•  When is a time God’s brought about understanding on a relationship, question or 

experience that was previously unknowable?
•  What would happen if we relied on ourselves and our own wisdom to plot the course for 

our life? What are some areas where you’ve discovered the limits to your own wisdom?
• Where do you need to look to the Holy Spirit for revelation?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

How do we know what we know? There’s an entire field of study called  
epistemology that tackles those very questions. But epistemology also deals  
with the question of what we can know, and the theory of knowledge splits  
around God. Unlike knowledge, God is the great I Am. He is eternal and  
irreducible into discrete, knowable pieces. This means we can’t rely on reason  
or empiricism to know God. Instead, we’re dependent on God to reveal Himself  
to us, which He’s done since creation.

  READ ROMANS 1:18-20 (NLT)  

• What are some ways God has revealed Himself to all people?
• Where have you seen God revealed more clearly through His creation?

  READ HEBREWS 1:1-3 (NIV)  

• What are some of the things that God has revealed to us through Jesus?
•  How have those truths about God, the world, our purpose and so on brought  

about change in our lives?
•  Who is someone who needs to hear from Jesus to experience the truth and hope  

of God? How could you share those stories with that person? John the
Revelator
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