
Identity
This week we’re learning who Jesus is and who we are in Jesus.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in the “Hear God’s Story” section and  
start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for 
specific requests at the end of your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• Where do you get your sense of identity?
• What makes your self of sense seem smaller? Bigger?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story
  READ COLOSSIANS 2:8-10 (NLT)  &  2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-17 (NLT)  

• Who is Jesus, according to the passage from Colossians?
• What happens to us when we start to follow Jesus?
• What are some of the differences between the way you viewed Jesus before you began to follow Him and the way you view Him now?
• What are some practical ways you’ve personally experienced the new life that comes from following Jesus?
•  What are some of the differences others have seen in your life since you began following Jesus and have experienced that new life that 

He offers? 
•  What are some of the appeals “from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world” that are tempting for you to follow 

(Colossians 2:8)? How can your community help you during those seasons?
• How has your new identity in Jesus led to new patterns of living?
•  In Galatians 5:22-23, Paul tells us about the fruit of the Spirit – the traits we experience when we follow Jesus and see the Holy Spirit 

bring about change to our very beings. What fruit was most missing from your life before? What fruit are you hoping to see more 
present in your life?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next discussion to dig into His Word. “Being” is 
fundamentally rooted in identity. When God pronounced His identity to Moses in Exodus 3, He called Himself the “I Am.” Jesus used 
that same term to let us know that He was God made flesh. When people ask us who we are, our answer as followers of Jesus should 
also be rooted in our identity in God. Seven times in the Gospels, Jesus used “I am” to describe Himself further. Study the passages 
below to learn more about who Jesus is. Then look through the additional passages to learn more about our identity in Jesus.
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The 7 “I am” Statements of Jesus
“I am…”

— “the bread of life” (John 6:35; see also vv. 36-40, NLT).
— “the light” (John 8:12, NLT).
— “the gate” (John 10:7, NLT; see also vv. 6, 8-10).
— “the good shepherd” (John 10:11, NLT; see also vv. 12-16).
— “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25, NLT; see also v. 26).
— “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6, NLT; see also v. 7).
— “the true vine” (see John 15:1-8).

•  What are some things about Jesus’ identity that stand out to you? 
•  How many of these “I am” statements involve Jesus’ relationship 

with us? What does that tell you about our value to God?
•  Which of these roles that belong to Jesus do you try to fulfill on 

your own? What limits you in that role? What keeps you from 
entrusting that to Jesus instead?

Our Identity in Jesus
In addition to our roles articulated in the “I am” statements, the  
Bible is full of references to different facets of our identity in  
Jesus, including:

— “Children of God” (John 1:12, NLT; see also vv. 10-11, 13).
— “Heirs” (Romans 8:17, NLT).
— “Free” (Galatians 5:1, NLT).
— “God’s masterpiece” (Ephesians 2:10, NLT; see also vv. 8-9).
— “Citizens of Heaven” (Philippians 3:20, NLT; see also vv. 17-19, 21).
— “Fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14, NIV).

•  Which of these parts of your identity in Jesus stands out the  
most to you? Why?

•  Which part of your identity in Jesus brings the most relief in contrast 
to who you were apart from Christ?

•  How has your community or group helped you embrace your new 
identity in Jesus? How can you and your community help others 
experience that new life for themselves?

S
EP

TE
M

B
ER

 15
-17

, 2
01

8

The Goal of the Gospel



A Message from Jeremy Jobson, Pastor
Read about Pastor Jeremy at northlandchurch.net/team/jeremy_jobson. 

It’s an Inside Job

SCRIPTURE FOCUSES:
John 13:34-35 (NIV)
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

John 16:7, 13-15 (NIV)
But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. ...

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will 
receive what he will make known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive 
from me what he will make known to you.

NOTES 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

WEEK 38  »  September 22-24  |  Fully Alive: The Goal of the Gospel  |  For Life-Giving Belief  |  John 20:31  |  Pastor Matt Heard
WEEK 39  »  September 29-October 1  |  Fully Alive: The Goal of the Gospel  |  For Life-Giving Ministry  |  John 6:68-69  |  Pastor Matt Heard

QUOTES
The primary purpose of religion is to help us move beyond the separate-self sense to union with God.
– “World Without End,” by Thomas Keating and Joseph Boyle with Lucette Verboven

Religion itself has always performed two very important, but very different functions. One, it 
acts as a way of creating meaning for the separate self: it offers myths and stories and tales and 
narratives and rituals that, taken together, help the separate self make sense of, and endure, the 
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. This function of religion does not usually or necessarily 
change the level of consciousness in a person; it does not deliver radical transformation. Nor does 
it deliver a shattering liberation from the separate self altogether. Rather, it consoles the self, 
fortifies the self, defends the self, promotes the self. As long as the separate self believes the myths, 
performs the rituals, mouths the prayers, or embraces the dogma, then the self, it is fervently 
believed, will be “saved” – either now in the glory of being God-saved or Goddess-favored, or in an 
afterlife that ensures eternal wonderment.
 
But two, religion has also served – in a usually very, very small minority – the function of radical 
transformation and liberation. This function of religion does not fortify the separate self, but utterly 
shatters it – not consolation but devastation, not entrenchment but emptiness, not complacency but 
explosion, not comfort but revolution – in short, not a conventional bolstering of consciousness but a 
radical transmutation and transformation at the deepest seat of consciousness itself.
– “One Taste: Daily Reflections on Integral Spirituality,” by Ken Wilber

Northland Church is firmly committed to good stewardship of funds entrusted to us by our family, friends and donors. We 
promise to use your gifts wisely and effectively in Christ’s name. To ensure our financial accountability to you, our community, 
we are a member of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ecfa.org). We fully support the purpose and goals of ECFA and 
display its seal proudly to reflect compliance with its membership standards. Please contact me at Glenn.Garton@NorthlandChurch.net 
or call the church office (407-949-4000) if you have any financial accountability questions.     — Glenn Garton, Finance Director

Our Stewardship Commitment

Stewardship Report Week ending September 3, 2018

$171,333
AMOUNT
EXPECTED

$169,798
AMOUNT
RECEIVED

$286,507*
BUDGET DEFICIT
YEAR-TO-DATE 

$530,364
DEBT PAID
YEAR-TO-DATE

How to Give — There are three ways to give tithes and offerings:
• At the kiosks in the foyer (electronically or by cash/check).
• Online at Giving.NorthlandChurch.net.
•  Mobile via text. Text any amount, followed by the word “northland,” to 45777. (e.g. 50 northland) 

*We have reduced this deficit by spending 
$343,000 less than budget during the first 
seven months of 2018. The current shortage 
is being covered by our beginning cash 
balances. 

Peacemakers
TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 18-NOVEMBER 20   |   7-8:45 P.M.   |   ROOM 4218   |   northlandchurch.net/peacemakers

Financial Peace University
WEDNESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 19-NOVEMBER 14   |   7-8:45 P.M.   |   ROOMS 4206-07   |   northlandchurch.net/fpu

Start Here!
SUNDAYS, OCTOBER 7 THROUGH NOVEMBER 11   |   9-10:30 A.M.   |   ROOM 4213   |   northlandchurch.net/starthere3

Looking for a group to join?   |   VISIT northlandchurch.net/groups

WHAT’S CURRENT
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