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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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This week we’re learning how God is our protector and how far He’s willing and able to 
go to protect us.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God to 
give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your time 
together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
•  What’s a situation you’ve been in when the problems you were facing were too big to 

tackle on your own?
•  When have you seen someone step in and offer physical, emotional, financial, spiritual or 

other protection for someone else in need?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ PSALM 121 (NIV)  &  EPHESIANS 6:10-18 (NIV)  

•  According to Psalm 121, what are the situations in which God is our protector?  
Are there situations when God isn’t able to protect you?

•  What are the tools and resources God has provided for our protection, according  
to Ephesians 6?

• What’s a specific time you’ve known God was bringing you help and protection?
•  How does it affect your day-to-day life knowing God’s with you and aware of the 

situations you’re going through?
•  How does it affect your day-to-day life being reminded of the ways God has provided 

protection in Ephesians? 
•  Which components of the armor of God have you really leaned into and embraced? 

Which do you need to embrace more so you can better understand God’s protection?
• What are some ways in which prayer is an important part of God’s protection?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

Throughout the Bible, in the Old and New Testaments, we see God bring about 
protection for His people. And time and time again, we see God’s protection come 
about in unexpected forms: The people of Israel found freedom from Egypt when God 
parted a sea and led them to freedom. God spared Noah and his family by having 
Noah build a giant ark before the flood. God protected us from the consequences 
of our sin by sending Jesus to die an atoning death on the cross so we could be 
forgiven and restored into the fullness of life and relationship with God. God has 
shown time and time again that even in the face of the most difficult circumstances, 
God is still fully capable of protecting us and providing for our needs.

  READ 2 SAMUEL 22:3 (NIV)  

• Where do you need God’s refuge and protection in your life right now?
•  Who needs to hear the story of God’s rescue in your life so they can better 

understand and embrace God’s promises in their own lives?
•  According to John 3, God sent Jesus to die on the cross to save us from our sin. 

How far is God willing to go to protect you and rescue you in your life right now? 

  READ JOHN 10:27-29 (NLT)  

• What promise is Jesus making about our life and salvation?
•  Who is more powerful than God? How does that impact these passages we’ve 

studied about God’s ability to protect us?
•  What confidence can we have knowing that no one – including us – can 

compromise God’s goodness, rescue, provision or protection in our lives?



A Message from Executive Pastor Sean Cooper
Read about Pastor Sean at northlandchurch.net/team/sean_cooper. 

UPCOMING SERVICES 
WEEK 41  »  October 13-15 
Every Beat: Life Rhythms of the Psalms  |  What’s Love Got To Do With It?  |  Psalm 136  |  Pastor Emeritus Vernon Rainwater
WEEK 42  »  October 20-22  
Every Beat: Life Rhythms of the Psalms  |  Resting in His Refuge  |  Psalm 91  |  Lead Pastor Matt Heard

A Song for Our Journey PSALM SERIES  
The psalms provide a voice for our hearts and 

rhythm for our journeys. This ancient collection 

of songs identifies with the immense variety of 

emotions, dilemmas, challenges and opportunities 

we experience on a daily basis. The lyrics provide a 

language with which we can whisper or celebrate, 

sob or shout – enabling us to intimately relate with 

God while authentically connecting with our stories. 

From laments to praises, the psalms reverberate 

with a beat buried deep within us, freeing our souls 

to find rhythms of hope, conviction, rest and grace. 

Central to Christ’s call to follow Him is a summons 

to be conformed to His image of humanity as it was 

originally intended – becoming fully alive to the glory 

of God. While on that journey as redeemed human 

beings, we need to relearn this forgotten soul 

language and recover these neglected rhythms. As 

a Christ-following, life-giving community, we must 

echo these cadences and sing these songs with 

one another. We need to taste the syllables on our 

tongues and hear the restorative beat of His song 

within our hearts. 

The psalms inspire and equip us to take a lingering, 

unflinching look at the highs and lows of life; to sing 

a soul song; to dance to a drumbeat that echoes 

the gratitude, questions, fears, anxieties, hopes and 

renewed vision that are in our hearts as men and 

women who have been called to the Way, Truth and 

Life of the gospel.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
Psalm 121 (NIV)
A song of ascents.

I lift up my eyes to the mountains – 
 where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord, 
 the Maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip – 
 he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord watches over you – 
 the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day, 
 nor the moon by night.

The Lord will keep you from all harm – 
 he will watch over your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and going
 both now and forevermore.

NOTES 

God does not give us 

everything we want, but He 

does fulfill His promises, 

leading us along the best 

and straightest paths to 

Himself.

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer

To know God as the Master 

and Bestower of all good 

things, who invites us to 

request them of Him, and 

still not go to Him and ask 

of Him – this would be of as 

little profit as for a man to 

neglect a treasure, buried 

and hidden in the earth, 

after it had been pointed 

out to him.

– John Calvin

If the Lord be with us, we 

have no cause of fear. His 

eye is upon us, His arm 

over us, His ear open to 

our prayer – His grace 

sufficient, His promise 

unchangeable.

– John Newton

Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net,  
or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

New “Fully Alive” Worship Album
AT THE BOOKSTORE FOR $6   |   ALSO ON SPOTIFY AND APPLE MUSIC   |   store.northlandchurch.net

Local Serve Day
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27   |   8 A.M.-NOON   |   FOYER   |   northlandchurch.net/localserve

Trunk or Treat - sign up your car, volunteer or donate candy!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27   |   6-9 P.M.   |   PARKING LOT   |   northlandchurch.net/trunkortreat

Estate Planning Seminar
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9   |   6:30-8 P.M.   |   THE HUB   |   northlandchurch.net/estateplanning

Middle School Fall Retreat
OCTOBER 12-14   |   SOUTHWIND, A YOUNG LIFE CAMP   |   northlandchurch.net/middleschool

Northland Church is firmly committed to good stewardship of funds entrusted to us by 
our family, friends and donors. We promise to use your gifts wisely and effectively in 
Christ’s name. To ensure our financial accountability to you, our community, we are a member of 
the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ecfa.org). We fully support the purpose and 
goals of ECFA and display its seal proudly to reflect compliance with its membership standards. 
Please contact me at Glenn.Garton@NorthlandChurch.net or call the church office (407-949-
4000) if you have any financial accountability questions.     — Glenn Garton, Finance Director

Our Stewardship Commitment

Stewardship Report Week ending September 24, 2018

$171,333
AMOUNT
EXPECTED

$146,205
AMOUNT
RECEIVED

$403,801*
BUDGET DEFICIT
YEAR-TO-DATE 

$596,659
DEBT PAID
YEAR-TO-DATE

How to Give — There are three ways to give tithes and offerings:
• At the kiosks in the foyer (electronically or by cash/check).
• Online at Giving.NorthlandChurch.net.
•  Mobile via text. Text any amount, followed by the word “northland,” to 45777. (e.g. 50 northland) 

*We have reduced this deficit by spending $287,348 less than budget during the first eight months of 2018. The current 
shortage is being covered by our beginning cash balances.
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