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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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Generosity
This week we’re learning how God uses generosity and grace to bring about change, 
both in individuals and in entire communities.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God 
to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your 
time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your 
discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When have you seen an act of generosity change an entire community?
• When have you seen a community wither from collective stinginess?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-15 (NIV)  &  LUKE 6:37-38 (NLT)  

• According to these passages, how does generosity affect the giver?
• What impact does generosity have on the recipients?
• When has someone else’s generosity and giving led to growth in your life? How did the
   person’s abundance change you?
• How has God modeled this sort of abundance and generosity for us? How has He shown
   this to you? What change did His generosity bring about in your life?
• What is it about generosity and real love that makes those practices so transformative?
• What’s the difference between giving so that you can receive more and giving for the
   benefit of someone else?
• When have you experienced your generosity returned to you? When have you
   experienced your own stinginess repaid to you? 

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

From time to time, Death Valley bursts into life. Death Valley is both the driest and 
hottest place in North America and accordingly has earned its name through year-
round weather conditions that are inhospitable to life. But on the rare occasion that 
rain does fall, life suddenly shows up with wildflowers of every color blanketing the 
desert. Where there was death, abundant and vibrant life take hold with the arrival of 
life-giving water. In the same way, no matter the depths of our struggles, Jesus came 
to bring us life as well. That’s why He called Himself the “living water” – because no 
matter our circumstances, Jesus can make us fully alive.

  READ EPHESIANS 2:1-10 (NLT)  

• When did God target us with His generosity? What prerequisites did He put on us
   before He loved us?
• What change did God’s love bring about in our lives? How can we love other people
   in that same way?

  READ LUKE 10:30-37 (NLT)  

•  How did the Samaritan practice generosity? What might have happened to the
   wounded traveler without help?
• Who were the different people affected by this act of love and generosity? How
   might this have affected each of those people going forward? What was the
   takeaway from this experience for the people who did not help?
• Who are the wounded travelers in our lives? How can we display that same
   generosity of time, care and money?

Week 2



UPCOMING SERVICES 
WEEK 45  »  November 10-12  
Life-Giving Generosity: An Adventure of Grace  |  A Loving Challenge  |  Mark 10:17  |  John Cortines
WEEK 46  »  November 17-19   
Life-Giving Generosity: An Adventure of Grace  |  Propelled by Gratitude  |  Psalm 103:1-5  |  Lead Pastor Matt Heard

Thermostats of Grace
SCRIPTURE FOCUS
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV)
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work. 

Why did Jesus put such an emphasis on money and possessions? 
Because there’s a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives 
and how we think about and handle money. We may try to divorce 
our faith and our finances, but God sees them as inseparable.

     — Randy Alcorn, “The Treasure Principle: Discovering the Secret of Joyful Giving” 

GRACE. It’s a word most people in and out of the church have heard. But do we 
understand it? God’s grace is His loving posture toward us that gives us not what we 
deserve but what we need. And instead of being gracious toward us in a sparse or 
grudging way, He does so in an extravagant fashion. In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, he 
refers to “the riches of God’s grace that He lavished on us” (Ephesians 1:7-8, NIV).

Amazement over this grace God has exhibited toward us through Christ is what feeds 
our relationship with Him, our submission to Him and our engagement with one another. 
God took the first step toward us, and our response to His graciousness is what should 
fuel our lives, our relationships, our fulfillment, our obedience and our stewardship of 
everything He’s given us.

This new season at Northland presents an exciting opportunity for us to embark on a 
Life-giving adventure that is fueled by our new vision: Engaging people to be fully alive 
in Jesus. And being fully alive includes taking a swan dive into the ocean of God’s grace 
and experiencing it on a daily basis.
 
In his letter to the church in Corinth, Paul refers to one particular gauge of grace that 
would surprise many. He explained, “We want you to know about the grace that God has 
given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy 
and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity” (2 Corinthians 8:1-2, NIV). And 
later Paul even used the phrase “this grace of giving” (v. 7).

A biblical truth that can transform a person’s walk with Christ – and a church 
community’s health – is a simple, but liberating, reality: Experiencing extravagant 
grace leads to practicing extravagant generosity. In fact, as we saw last weekend, our 
generosity and patterns of giving (of our time, our abilities and our finances) can provide 
a “thermometer” reading of the degree to which we are grasping the grace of God.
 
This weekend, we’ll look at how our giving can serve as a “thermostat” as well. A 
thermostat is a tool that enables us to effect change in the climate around us. Our 
intentional generosity can serve as a “thermostat” in our walk with God, impacting the 
ways we, and others we impact through our giving, actually experience His grace.

Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

Christmas Eve Worship Times
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22   |   5 P.M.   | 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23   |   9 A.M.   |   11 A.M.   |  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24   |   1 P.M.   |   3 P.M.   |   5 P.M.   |
northlandchurch.net/christmas

High School Turkey Bowl 2018
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14   |   6:30–8:30 P.M.   |  NORTHLAND FIELD   |  northlandchurch.net/turkeybowl

Advent Workshop
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15   |   7-9 P.M.   |   THE HUB   |   Search: advent workshop

Northland Family Feast
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11   |   5-7 P.M.   |   THE RINK   |    northlandchurch.net/familyfeast

Deck the Halls
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20   |   10:30 A.M.–4 P.M.   |   THE FOYER   |   Search: deck the halls

Stewardship Report Week ending October 15, 2018

$204,500
AMOUNT
EXPECTED

$144,382
AMOUNT
RECEIVED

$547,455*
BUDGET DEFICIT
YEAR-TO-DATE 

$662,956
DEBT PAID
YEAR-TO-DATE

How to Give — There are three ways to give tithes and offerings:
• At the kiosks in the foyer (electronically or by cash/check).
• Online at NorthlandChurch.net/Give.
•  Mobile via text. Text the word “northland,” followed by the amount to 77977. (e.g. northland 5)

*We have reduced this deficit by spending $322,168 less than budget during the first nine months of 2018. The current 
shortage is being covered by our beginning cash balances.

A Message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt. 

NOTES 
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Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God 
to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your 
time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your 
discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When have you seen an act of generosity change an entire community?
• When have you seen a community wither from collective stinginess?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-15 (NIV)  &  LUKE 6:37-38 (NLT)  

• According to these passages, how does generosity affect the giver?
• What impact does generosity have on the recipients?
• When has someone else’s generosity and giving led to growth in your life? How did the
   person’s abundance change you?
• How has God modeled this sort of abundance and generosity for us? How has He shown
   this to you? What change did His generosity bring about in your life?
• What is it about generosity and real love that makes those practices so transformative?
• What’s the difference between giving so that you can receive more and giving for the
   benefit of someone else?
• When have you experienced your generosity returned to you? When have you
   experienced your own stinginess repaid to you? 

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

From time to time, Death Valley bursts into life. Death Valley is both the driest and 
hottest place in North America and accordingly has earned its name through year-
round weather conditions that are inhospitable to life. But on the rare occasion that 
rain does fall, life suddenly shows up with wildflowers of every color blanketing the 
desert. Where there was death, abundant and vibrant life take hold with the arrival of 
life-giving water. In the same way, no matter the depths of our struggles, Jesus came 
to bring us life as well. That’s why He called Himself the “living water” – because no 
matter our circumstances, Jesus can make us fully alive.

  READ EPHESIANS 2:1-10 (NLT)  

• When did God target us with His generosity? What prerequisites did He put on us
   before He loved us?
• What change did God’s love bring about in our lives? How can we love other people
   in that same way?

  READ LUKE 10:30-37 (NLT)  

•  How did the Samaritan practice generosity? What might have happened to the
   wounded traveler without help?
• Who were the different people affected by this act of love and generosity? How
   might this have affected each of those people going forward? What was the
   takeaway from this experience for the people who did not help?
• Who are the wounded travelers in our lives? How can we display that same
   generosity of time, care and money?
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