
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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Thanksgiving
This week we’re learning about thanksgiving and what it looks like to give thanks.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God 
to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of your 
time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your 
discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• When is a time you felt especially thankful? What were you thankful for?
• What are some ways you express gratitude to others? To God?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ LUKE 17:11-19 (NLT)  &  COLOSSIANS 3:14-17 (NLT)  

• According to Colossians, when are we called to be thankful?
•  What was the difference in how the lepers expressed their thanks to Jesus after  

He healed them?
•  What makes it hard to feel thankful? What makes it hard to give thanks,  

even when you’re feeling thankful?
•  What might have been some reasons the nine other lepers did not return  

to give thanks for their healing?
• Why did the other man return?
• Who in your life practices that sort of thanksgiving with God? With others?
•  What are some things you can be thankful for now? How can you give thanks  

to others for those things you’re thankful for?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

Throughout the Bible, we learn that we’re made not just to receive provisions from 
God but also to share what we receive. In much the same way, we aren’t made just 
to be full of thanks. We’re also made to give our thanks away, freely. A life of true 
gratitude, then, is twofold. First, we are made thankful by God, and then we practice 
thanksgiving. Through thanksgiving we create the space needed in our own lives to 
be thankful again and again. And in that practice of true gratitude, we build a culture 
of gratitude and thanksgiving in the people around us.

  READ COLOSSIANS 1:3-9 (NIV)  

• Why was Paul thankful for the church and community of Colossae?
• How did Paul show his gratitude?
• How could you express your gratitude for someone in those same ways?

  READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 (NLT)  

• When should we be joyful? Prayerful? Thankful?
•  How can we experience and practice those disciplines in good times?  

In hard times?
•  Who do you see model a life of thanksgiving? What are some of their practices  

that you could adopt? 
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Leveling Up
Thanksgiving
Stages of Gratitude



UPCOMING SERVICE 
WEEK 48  »  December 1-3: Advent week 1   
Christmas Shopping: Looking for Life  |  Where is the Healing?  |  Isaiah 6:1-3  |  Pastor Matt Heard
WEEK 49  »  December 8-10: Advent week 2   
Christmas Shopping: Looking for Life  |  Where is the Freedom?  |  Isaiah 6:1-3  |  Pastor Matt Heard

Leveling Up  
Thanksgiving

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
Luke 17:11-19 (NLT)
As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the 
border between Galilee and Samaria. As he entered a village 
there, ten men with leprosy stood at a distance, crying out, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

He looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to  
the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed of  
their leprosy.

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back  
to Jesus, shouting, “Praise God!” He fell to the ground at 
Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This man  
was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other 
nine? Has no one returned to give glory to God except this 
foreigner?” And Jesus said to the man, “Stand up and go. 
Your faith has healed you.” 

Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

Christmas Eve Worship Times
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22   |   5 P.M.   | 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23   |   9 A.M.   |   11 A.M.   |  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24   |   1 P.M.   |   3 P.M.   |   5 P.M.   |
northlandchurch.net/christmas

Christmas House
DONATE GIFTS BY DECEMBER 5   |   SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER   |   northlandchurch.net/christmashouse

Longwood Christmas Parade
WALK IN THE PARADE   |   SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1   |   1 P.M.   |   Sign up at northlandchurch.net/parade

Prophets & Promises
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30   |   7–8:30 P.M.   |   THE SANCTUARY   |   Search: prophets & promises

The Nutcracker
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7   |   7–9 P.M.   |   THE SANCTUARY   |   northlandchurch.net/nutcracker

Stewardship Report Week ending November 12, 2018

$173,546
AMOUNT
EXPECTED

$148,184
AMOUNT
RECEIVED

$497,736*
BUDGET DEFICIT
YEAR-TO-DATE 

$729,251
DEBT PAID
YEAR-TO-DATE

How to Give — There are three ways to give tithes and offerings:
• At the kiosks in the foyer (electronically or by cash/check).
• Online at NorthlandChurch.net/Give.
•  Mobile via text. Text the word “northland,” followed by the amount to 77977. (e.g. northland 5)

*We have reduced this deficit by spending $322,168 less than budget during the first nine months of 2018. The current 
shortage is being covered by our beginning cash balances.

New Giving System
We are  migrating to a new giving system which will make giving easier, more convenient and more 
secure. Before we do that, we need your help. First, we need you to create an account in our new 
giving system. Once you create a new account, we will transfer your information over to the new 
system. So once you set up your new profile, you won’t ever need to log back into your old one. Get 
set up on the new giving system at northlandchurch.net/give. Questions? Contact our Finance 
Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

Level Up!  
In video and online games, we navigate obstacles, speed around corners,  
build the biggest towers, launch the angriest birds, search for hidden 
treasures, battle back the zombies, strategize to capture the flags, match  
the colored gems and sometimes give everything we have to win the day —  
all in hopes of moving up to the next level.

Leveling up our thanksgiving begins with an acknowledgment that there are 
different stages of gratitude. Similar to trying to win a game, we can practice 
gratitude in such a way that we move through life with the ultimate goal of 
directing our thankfulness to Christ and one another.

As we investigate the stages of gratitude, fill in the blanks, and you’ll be ready  
to level up!

Level 1:
I   ___  G   ___   ___   T   ___   ___   ___   D   ___
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Level 2:
Gratitude for  ___   T   ___   ___   ___
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Level 3:
Gratitude for  ___   ___   ___   P   ___   ___
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Level 4:
Gratitude becomes  ___   ___   ___   ___   K   ___   ___   I   ___   ___   ___   ___
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Bonus level:
Ways to give thanks
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

A Message from Nathan Clark, Pastor
Read about Pastor Nathan at northlandchurch.net/nathanclark. 

Volunteer at one of the 
Christmas services!
Sign up at  
northlandchurch.net/christmas
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