
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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This week we’re learning about hope and how God meets hope even in the  
unlikeliest of forms.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What makes it hard to hope?
•  What’s the most surprising rescue or redemption you’ve personally experienced? 

How has that affected your ability to hope?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ ISAIAH 61:2-3 (NIV)  &  LUKE 1:46-56 (NLT)  

•  What are some of the unusual ways God has worked, according to the
Magnificat in Luke 1?

• What are some situations God delivers people from, according to the Isaiah passage?
•  What are some of the hopes someone experiencing persistent hunger might have? 

According to Luke 1:53, God “has filled the hungry with good things.” How might that
have met their hopes? Exceeded their hopes?

•  In Isaiah 61, God is said to provide gladness instead of mourning and beauty instead of
ashes. What’s the highest you’d hope in a time of mourning? In a time of destruction?

•  How does God bring out a hope that far exceeds what we might otherwise find
reasonable to hope for?

•  Where has God delivered on that sort of hope in your life? Where are you needing hope
right now, and what kind of hope is God calling you to?

•  In Isaiah 40, Isaiah writes, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength” (v. 31,
NIV). How has your perspective, and even life, changed when you’ve embraced God’s 
hope for you?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

For all the prophecies and all the belief in the power of God, who could’ve ever 
imagined that the hope of the world would arrive as a baby, lying amongst the farm 
animals in a cattle trough. But just as God has a history of miraculous rescue, God 
also has a history of using surprising agents to bring about His rescue. It’s how God 
brought about the salvation of humanity, first through a baby in a manger and then 
through a hero dying on the cross. It’s also how God uses broken vessels like us to 
serve as agents of love and hope to bring about hope and reconciliation to the world 
around us.

  READ 1 PETER 1:3-6 (NIV)  

•  What’s the difference between a “living hope” (v. 3) and a regular hope? How have
you seen the hope you have in Jesus grow in your life?

•  What does it mean to have an inheritance “that can never perish, spoil or fade”
(v. 4)? How does your community or group remind you of that inheritance?

•  What does it look like to rejoice in all things? How does hope determine your ability 
to rejoice? How can you help call the people in your group to greater hope and joy? 

READ JEREMIAH 29:11 (NIV) 

• When have you received hope from God in the past?
•  What does it mean to know that God has plans for you? Read Ephesians 2:10 (NLT).

What does it mean to know you’re God’s “masterpiece”? How does that affect your 
ability to hope in Him?

•  Who else in your life can you call into this living, God-given hope? What are
practical steps you could take this week to share your hope?
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UPCOMING SERVICES 
»  December 29-30 (No Monday service)  |  A Last Word for 2018  |  Pastor Jeremy Jobson
»  January  5-7  |  A First Word for 2019  |  Pastor Sean Cooper

Where is  
the Hope?

Isaiah 61:1-3 (NIV)
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
 because the Lord has anointed me
 to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
 to proclaim freedom for the captives
 and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
 and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
 instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
 instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
 instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
 a planting of the Lord
 for the display of his splendor.

John 1:4-5 (NIV)
In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and  
the darkness has not overcome it.

Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

Marriage Prep
SUNDAYS, JANUARY 13-APRIL 7   |   8:30-10:30 A.M.   |   THE RINK   |   northlandchurch.net/marriageprep

Belong & Grow: Partnership Experience
SUNDAYS, JANUARY 13-FEBRUARY 3   |   12:15-2:15 P.M.   |   THE HUB   |   northlandchurch.net/belong&grow

Men’s Saturday Morning Bible Study
SATURDAYS, JANUARY 12-NOVEMBER 2   |   9-11 A.M.   |   ROOM 4205   |   northlandchurch.net/mensbiblestudy

Start Here! Bible Study
SUNDAYS STARTING JANUARY 27   |   10:45 A.M.-2:15 P.M.   |   ROOM 4216   |   northlandchurch.net/startheresunday

WEDNESDAYS STARTING JANUARY 30   |   6:30-8 P.M.   |   ROOM 4218   |   northlandchurch.net/startherewednesday

Winter/Spring Connections Weekend
JANUARY 19-21   |   BEFORE & AFTER SERVICES   |   THE FOYER   |   northlandchurch.net/connections

’Tis the season for ... shopping. That sentiment reached full speed 
the day after Thanksgiving, and by now the pace has accelerated into a frenzy.  
But an enormous question looms: Have we actually found what we’re looking for? 
Did we find what we truly need and long for? Can what we’re looking for be found  
in a shopping mall?
 
Around AD 28, a young Jewish Rabbi was refined by God during forty days in the 
desert. After that pivotal time, he returned to Galilee to begin his public ministry, 
a ministry that quickly proved to be that of no ordinary Rabbi. In Nazareth, the 
town where he grew up, he attended a service in the synagogue and was given 
the scroll of Isaiah 61 to read. It was known as a Messianic prophecy – a prophecy 
about the coming of God’s Messiah. After reading it, he sat down to give the 
sermon and made the stunning statement, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing” (Luke 4:21, NIV).
 
With that simple sentence, Jesus revealed His true identity: the Savior of the 
world, the ultimate Gift and Gift-giver! In the hustle and bustle of our holiday 
shopping sprees, the irony can be staggering: we’ve forgotten why we even shop 
for gifts in the first place. One of the primary original reasons for the idea of 
gift-giving this time of year is to reflect and remember the Gift of all gifts, which 
God gave to us in Jesus Christ, yet we can too easily miss Him while shopping for 
lesser things.
 
During this month, we’ve been taking a closer look at what Jesus both proclaimed 
and promised when He read from that prophecy in Isaiah. Embedded in those 
words are gifts that we all, whether we acknowledge it or not, are looking for – gifts 
such as healing for our broken hearts, freedom for our journey, unconditional love 
and favor from God, and hope for the future.
 
These Life-giving presents are paid for by the grace of God and are freely offered 
to each of us. As a result, this Advent season provides a significant opportunity
 to let the path we take,
  while looking for what we most deeply long for,
   lead us to Christ and His ultimate gifts of Christmas.

A Message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt. 

Merry Christmas!  
We’re so glad you’ve chosen  
to celebrate Christmas Eve 
with us at Northland!  
Wherever you are in your story, 
please know you’re welcome 
here. At Northland, we’ve 
embarked on a path of engaging 
people to be fully alive in Jesus.  
In coming days and months,  
we would be privileged to have 
you come back and join us on  
that journey.
 
By the way, if you don’t own 
a Bible, please come to our 
Welcome Desk in the foyer and 
pick one up as our Christmas 
gift to you. If you would like to 
find out more information about 
becoming a follower of Christ, or 
who we are as a church, you can 
reach out to us in whatever way is 
best for you! Look for anyone with 
an orange lanyard in your seating 
section or in the foyer, and he or 
she would be privileged to share 
next steps with you. If you would 
like to email us, send a note to 
hello@northlandchurch.net, or 
you may call 407-937-1816.

Questions? Contact our Finance Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

Financially Partnering with Northland
 Thank you so much to all of you who gave your time, talents, abilities and finances to Northland 
Church this year! It has been an exciting time as we moved into a new chapter of Northland’s story and 
your partnership played an indispensable role.
 Your financial involvement is a great blessing and we would so appreciate your consideration of 
a year-end gift. To provide an update: as of last week, we are at 91.4% of donation income budgeted for 
2018. Whether you’re a long-term participant in Northland’s journey or new to our family, thank you for 
prayerfully considering such a gift as we look forward to “Engaging people to be fully alive in Jesus”  
in 2019!
 For more information, you can go to NorthlandChurch.net/Give or check out our latest issue 
of Respond. To provide a year-end gift, you can refer to our “Ways to Give” below or visit the Welcome 
Desk in the foyer during regular business hours, including any time on New Year’s Eve before 8 p.m. 
Thank you!

Give by cash or 
check and drop it 
in the tithe box.

Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Give 
or use the Northland App.

Give via mobile text.  
Text “northland” followed  
by the amount to 77977 
(e.g. northland 10).

Ways to Give
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This week we’re learning about hope and how God meets hope even in the  
unlikeliest of forms.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What makes it hard to hope?
•  What’s the most surprising rescue or redemption you’ve personally experienced? 

How has that affected your ability to hope?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ ISAIAH 61:2-3 (NIV)  &  LUKE 1:46-56 (NLT)  

•  What are some of the unusual ways God has worked, according to the
Magnificat in Luke 1?

• What are some situations God delivers people from, according to the Isaiah passage?
•  What are some of the hopes someone experiencing persistent hunger might have? 

According to Luke 1:53, God “has filled the hungry with good things.” How might that
have met their hopes? Exceeded their hopes?

•  In Isaiah 61, God is said to provide gladness instead of mourning and beauty instead of
ashes. What’s the highest you’d hope in a time of mourning? In a time of destruction?

•  How does God bring out a hope that far exceeds what we might otherwise find
reasonable to hope for?

•  Where has God delivered on that sort of hope in your life? Where are you needing hope
right now, and what kind of hope is God calling you to?

•  In Isaiah 40, Isaiah writes, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength” (v. 31,
NIV). How has your perspective, and even life, changed when you’ve embraced God’s 
hope for you?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

For all the prophecies and all the belief in the power of God, who could’ve ever 
imagined that the hope of the world would arrive as a baby, lying amongst the farm 
animals in a cattle trough. But just as God has a history of miraculous rescue, God 
also has a history of using surprising agents to bring about His rescue. It’s how God 
brought about the salvation of humanity, first through a baby in a manger and then 
through a hero dying on the cross. It’s also how God uses broken vessels like us to 
serve as agents of love and hope to bring about hope and reconciliation to the world 
around us.

  READ 1 PETER 1:3-6 (NIV)  

•  What’s the difference between a “living hope” (v. 3) and a regular hope? How have
you seen the hope you have in Jesus grow in your life?

•  What does it mean to have an inheritance “that can never perish, spoil or fade”
(v. 4)? How does your community or group remind you of that inheritance?

•  What does it look like to rejoice in all things? How does hope determine your ability 
to rejoice? How can you help call the people in your group to greater hope and joy? 

READ JEREMIAH 29:11 (NIV) 

• When have you received hope from God in the past?
•  What does it mean to know that God has plans for you? Read Ephesians 2:10 (NLT).

What does it mean to know you’re God’s “masterpiece”? How does that affect your 
ability to hope in Him?

•  Who else in your life can you call into this living, God-given hope? What are
practical steps you could take this week to share your hope?
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words are gifts that we all, whether we acknowledge it or not, are looking for – gifts 
such as healing for our broken hearts, freedom for our journey, unconditional love 
and favor from God, and hope for the future.
 
These Life-giving presents are paid for by the grace of God and are freely offered 
to each of us. As a result, this Advent season provides a significant opportunity
 to let the path we take,
  while looking for what we most deeply long for,
   lead us to Christ and His ultimate gifts of Christmas.

A Message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt. 

Merry Christmas!  
We’re so glad you’ve chosen  
to celebrate Christmas Eve 
with us at Northland!  
Wherever you are in your story, 
please know you’re welcome 
here. At Northland, we’ve 
embarked on a path of engaging 
people to be fully alive in Jesus.  
In coming days and months,  
we would be privileged to have 
you come back and join us on  
that journey.
 
By the way, if you don’t own 
a Bible, please come to our 
Welcome Desk in the foyer and 
pick one up as our Christmas 
gift to you. If you would like to 
find out more information about 
becoming a follower of Christ, or 
who we are as a church, you can 
reach out to us in whatever way is 
best for you! Look for anyone with 
an orange lanyard in your seating 
section or in the foyer, and he or 
she would be privileged to share 
next steps with you. If you would 
like to email us, send a note to 
hello@northlandchurch.net, or 
you may call 407-937-1816.

Questions? Contact our Finance Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

Financially Partnering with Northland
 Thank you so much to all of you who gave your time, talents, abilities and finances to Northland 
Church this year! It has been an exciting time as we moved into a new chapter of Northland’s story and 
your partnership played an indispensable role.
 Your financial involvement is a great blessing and we would so appreciate your consideration of 
a year-end gift. To provide an update: as of last week, we are at 91.4% of donation income budgeted for 
2018. Whether you’re a long-term participant in Northland’s journey or new to our family, thank you for 
prayerfully considering such a gift as we look forward to “Engaging people to be fully alive in Jesus”  
in 2019!
 For more information, you can go to NorthlandChurch.net/Give or check out our latest issue 
of Respond. To provide a year-end gift, you can refer to our “Ways to Give” below or visit the Welcome 
Desk in the foyer during regular business hours, including any time on New Year’s Eve before 8 p.m. 
Thank you!

Give by cash or 
check and drop it 
in the tithe box.

Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Give 
or use the Northland App.

Give via mobile text.  
Text “northland” followed  
by the amount to 77977 
(e.g. northland 10).

Ways to Give


