
This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps 
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.
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Favor
This week we’re learning how God rests His favor on us and on what life is when we
experience His love.

 WATCH THE VIDEO

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What’s a favorite gift you’ve received? What made that gift seem so special?
• How do you appreciate really great gifts? What are some ways you can acknowledge

the giver?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

READ ISAIAH 61:2 (NIV)  & LUKE 2:8-14 (NIV) 

• In the Luke passage, how does God reveal His favor?
• How are we called to respond to God’s favor in these passages?
• What are some ways God has shown His favor to all people?
• What are some ways God has given that love to you specifically? How have His favor and

grace changed your life? (See 1 Corinthians 1:30 for some examples.)
• Where have you experienced the “peace to those on whom his favor rests” that the

angels proclaimed to the shepherds?
• Who needs to hear you proclaim the good news of Jesus at work in your life?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

For many of us, it’s hard to think of Christmas memories without thinking back to
the gifts under the tree. Often those memories aren’t just of opening the presents
on Christmas morning – the entire month is a time of reflecting, appreciating and
turning love into tangible gifts. Those memories – and those gifts! – become part
of the stories we tell friends and family over the years. Likewise, God has gifted us
His favor in Jesus, the gift of forgiveness, restoration and redemption – a gift that
frees us to experience the abundant life. And just as other Christmas gifts become
part of the stories we tell, so too we should share stories of the gifts that God has
placed in our lives.

READ EPHESIANS 2:8-10 (NLT) 

• What’s the difference between a salvation that’s given through grace and
a salvation that comes from works?

• What’s the difference between a payment and a gift? How are they given
differently? How are they received differently?

• What are some practical ways you can share God’s grace with others?

READ 1 JOHN 1:2-4 (NLT) 

• Where have you seen God at work in your life?
• Who needs to hear that gospel message proclaimed?
• How does proclaiming the gospel help others “fully share [your] joy”?
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A First Word for 2019



Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

Christmas Eve Worship Times
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22   |   5 P.M.   | 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23   |   9 A.M.   |   11 A.M.   |  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24   |   1 P.M.   |   3 P.M.   |   5 P.M.   |
northlandchurch.net/christmas

Divorce Recovery
TUESDAYS, JANUARY 8-APRIL 16   |   7-9 P.M.   |   REGISTER ONLINE   |   northlandchurch.net/divorcerecovery

Marriage Prep
SUNDAYS, JANUARY 13-APRIL 7   |   8:30-10:30 A.M.   |   THE RINK   |   northlandchurch.net/marriageprep

Belong & Grow
SUNDAYS, JANUARY 13-FEBRUARY 3   |   12:15-2:15 P.M.   |   THE HUB   |   northlandchurch.net/belong&grow

Christmas at the Northland Bookstore!
MUGS AND ORNAMENTS HAVE ARRIVED! PLUS MUCH MORE  |  Store hours: northlandchurch.net/bookstore

Stewardship Report Week ending December 3, 2018

$189,659
AMOUNT
EXPECTED

$235,390
AMOUNT
RECEIVED

$416,103*
BUDGET DEFICIT
YEAR-TO-DATE 

$729,251
DEBT PAID
YEAR-TO-DATE

*We have reduced this deficit by spending $382,188 less than budget during the first ten months of 2018. The current shortage 
is being covered by our beginning cash balances.

New Giving System
We are  migrating to a new giving system which will make giving easier, more convenient and more 
secure. Before we do that, we need your help. First, we need you to create an account in our new 
giving system. Once you create a new account, we will transfer your information over to the new 
system. So once you set up your new profile, you won’t ever need to log back into your old one. Get 
set up on the new giving system at northlandchurch.net/give. Questions? Contact our Finance 
Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

’Tis the season for ... shopping. That sentiment reached full speed the 
day after Thanksgiving, and during the next few weeks leading up to the big day, the 
pace will accelerate into a frenzy. But an enormous question looms: Will we actually find 
what we’re looking for? Will we find what we truly need and long for? Can what we’re 
looking for be found in a shopping mall?

Around 28 AD, a young Jewish rabbi was refined by God during forty days in the 
desert. After that pivotal time, He returned to Galilee to begin His public ministry, a
ministry that quickly proved to be that of no ordinary rabbi. In Nazareth, the town where
He grew up, He attended a service in the synagogue and was given the scroll of Isaiah 
61 to read. It was known as a Messianic prophecy – a prophecy about the coming of
God’s Messiah. After reading it, He sat down to give the sermon and made the stunning 
statement, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21, NIV).

With that simple sentence, Jesus revealed His true identity: the Savior of the world 
– the ultimate Gift as well as Gift-giver! In the hustle and bustle of our holiday shopping 
sprees, the irony is staggering: we’ve forgotten why we even shop for gifts in the first 
place. One of the primary origins of the idea of gift-giving this time of year is to reflect 
and remember the Gift of all gifts, which God gave to us in Jesus Christ, and yet we 
miss Him while shopping for lesser things.

During this series, we’re taking a closer look at what Jesus both proclaimed and 
promised when He read from that prophecy in Isaiah. Embedded in those words are
gifts that we all, whether or not we acknowledge it, are looking for – gifts such as 
healing for our broken hearts, freedom for our journey, love and favor from God and 
hope for the future.

These Life-giving presents are paid for by the grace of God and are freely offered 
to each of us. As a result, this Advent season provides a significant opportunity:
to let the path we take ...

while looking for what we most deeply long for ...
lead us to Christ and His ultimate gifts of Christmas.

God loves human beings. God loves the world. Not an ideal human, but 
human beings as they are; not an ideal world, but the real world. What we 
find repulsive in their opposition to God, what we shrink back from with 
pain and hostility, namely, real human beings, the real world, this is for 
God the ground of unfathomable love.
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Though our feelings come and go, His love for us does not. It is not wearied 
by our sins, or our indifference; and, therefore, it is quite relentless in its 
determination that we shall be cured of those sins, at whatever cost to us, 
at whatever cost to Him.
— C.S. Lewis 

Volunteer at one of the 
Christmas services!
Sign up at  
northlandchurch.net/christmas

100+ volunteers still needed!

Give by cash or 
check and drop it 
in the tithe box.

Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Give 
or use the Northland App.

Give via mobile text.  
Text “northland” followed  
by the amount to 77977 
(e.g. northland 10).

Ways to Give

UPCOMING SERVICE
»  Janua y  12-14 (Communion)  |  “Fully Alive”: What It Looks Like?  |  Pastor Matt Heard
»  Janua y  19-21  |  “Fully Alive”: What It Means for us as a Church  |  Pastor Matt Heard

Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV)
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”

What is the Main Thing?
A Message From Executive Pastor Sean Cooper
Read about Pastor Sean at northlandchurch.net/seancooper. 

Notes



UPCOMING SERVICES 
WEEK 51 Christmas Eve Services  »  December 22-24: Advent week 4
Christmas Shopping: Looking for Life  |  Where is the Hope?  |  Isaiah 6:1-3  |  Pastor Matt Heard
WEEK 52  »  December 29-30 (No Monday service)  |  A Last Word for 2018  |  Pastor Jeremy Jobson
WEEK 1  »  January  5-7  |  A First Word for 2019  |  Pastor Sean Cooper

Where is
the Love?

Isaiah 61:1-3 (NIV)
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,

the oil of joy
instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor.

 and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.
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What is your main thing?

My Fully Alive “Life List”
What are two ways I can love God better in 2019?

What are two ways I can love others better in 2019?

Sample Personal Vision and Mission
(from John Williams, Northland worshiper)

What do I believe is God’s vision for my life?
• Know Him and make Him known.
• My mess (story) will be His message.

Given that vision, what is a fitting personal mission statement?
To become fully alive in Christ, living a life dedicated to Kingdom 
purpose, fueled by radical generosity, utilizing time, talent and 
treasure to share Christ with those in need.

John’s Fully Alive “Life List”

Love God first.
• Have coffee with Christ.
• Continue discovering my identity in Christ.

Love others as Christ does.
• Cherish my wife, daughter and family by encouraging them and

helping them to realize their own full life in Christ.
• Downsize and simplify my life so that I may serve more.



This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps 
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

For many of us, it’s hard to think of Christmas memories without thinking back to
the gifts under the tree. Often those memories aren’t just of opening the presents
on Christmas morning – the entire month is a time of reflecting, appreciating and
turning love into tangible gifts. Those memories – and those gifts! – become part
of the stories we tell friends and family over the years. Likewise, God has gifted us
His favor in Jesus, the gift of forgiveness, restoration and redemption – a gift that
frees us to experience the abundant life. And just as other Christmas gifts become
part of the stories we tell, so too we should share stories of the gifts that God has
placed in our lives.

READ EPHESIANS 2:8-10 (NLT) 

• What’s the difference between a salvation that’s given through grace and
a salvation that comes from works?

• What’s the difference between a payment and a gift? How are they given
differently? How are they received differently?

• What are some practical ways you can share God’s grace with others?

READ 1 JOHN 1:2-4 (NLT) 

• Where have you seen God at work in your life?
• Who needs to hear that gospel message proclaimed?
• How does proclaiming the gospel help others “fully share [your] joy”?
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This week we’re learning about what’s most important in our lives and how we can know 
the priorities God has put before us.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Each of us has a story. The events of our lives – good, bad, wonderful or challenging – 
have shaped who we are. God knows your story, and He intends to redeem it – to use 
every struggle and every joy to ultimately bring you to Himself. When we share our stories 
with others, we give them the opportunity to see God at work.

When we share our stories, we also realize we are not alone – that we have common ex-
periences and thoughts and that others can understand what we are going through. Your 
story can encourage someone else, and telling it can lead to a path of freedom for you and 
for those you share it with.

Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite God 
to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specifi c requests at the end of your 
time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during your 
discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  

• How do you determine your priorities in life?
• How does the Bible help us understand God’s priorities for us?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ MATTHEW 22:36-40 (NIV)  &  MATTHEW 6:33-34 (NIV)  

•  According to Jesus, what is the greatest commandment? What is the second-greatest
commandment?

•  In the Matthew passage, what did Jesus tell us not to do?

In this section, talk about how you will apply the wisdom you’ve gained from the teaching 
and Bible study. Then think about practical steps you can take in the coming week to live 
out what you’ve learned.

• What do the greatest commandments tell us about what our life priorities should
look like?

• What does Jesus’ warning not to worry about tomorrow tell us about what things 
we tend to make a priority?
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Favor
This week we’re learning how God rests His favor on us and on what life is when we 
experience His love.

 WATCH THE VIDEO

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What’s a favorite gift you’ve received? What made that gift seem so special?
•  How do you appreciate really great gifts? What are some ways you can acknowledge  

the giver?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

READ ISAIAH 61:2 (NIV)  &  LUKE 2:8-14 (NIV)  

• In the Luke passage, how does God reveal His favor? 
• How are we called to respond to God’s favor in these passages?
• What are some ways God has shown His favor to all people?
•  What are some ways God has given that love to you specifically? How have His favor and 

grace changed your life? (See 1 Corinthians 1:30 for some examples.)
•  Where have you experienced the “peace to those on whom his favor rests” that the 

angels proclaimed to the shepherds?
• Who needs to hear you proclaim the good news of Jesus at work in your life?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.
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• What are some of the things you tend to make a priority? Do they line up more with
the great commandments or with the things Jesus warned us about?

• What have you experienced in your life when your main priorities have related to
worrying about tomorrow? When your main priorities have involved love? 
What about when your priorities were in between on that spectrum?

• What are some ways you can put those great commandments into motion? 
Read 1 John 5 and John 15:10 for examples of how we love God. 
Read 1 Corinthians 13 for examples of how we love one another.

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests. If you’d like, you can 
write these on the Prayer and Praise Report. Close your discussion with prayer.

Digging Deeper
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our 
next discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this ses-
sion’s theme on your own, jotting your refl ections in a journal or in this study guide. 
Want to go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in 
your own words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

Gandhi said, “Action expresses priorities.” The quickest way to determine our priori-
ties is to look at how we spend our lives. Jesus said the same thing when He called 
us to arrange our lives around the great commandments: loving God and loving 
others. When we consider what biblical love looks like, it’s a full-time engagement 
that requires our attention and focus everywhere, every day.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8 (NIV)  &  1 JOHN 5:1-5 (NIV) 

• What are the practices of love? Who are the people you’re called to love that way?

•• ist two people you can love better this week. What are some specifi c ways you
can practice love, as outlined in this passage? 

• What are the obstacles to practicing love that way? Who can help and encourage
you on that journey?

• What’s a way we can love God, according to this passage? What makes that
practice of love diffi cult?

• In Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT), Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” He went on to say, “My yoke is easy
to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” What does it mean that keeping God’s
commands is a light burden?

• What are two ways you can love God more this week? What gets in your way of
practicing that love? Who can help and encourage you on that journey?

This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps 
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.



UPCOMING SERVICES 
WEEK 51 Christmas Eve Services  »  December 22-24: Advent week 4
Christmas Shopping: Looking for Life  |  Where is the Hope?  |  Isaiah 6:1-3  |  Pastor Matt Heard
WEEK 52  »  December 29-30 (No Monday service)  |  A Last Word for 2018  |  Pastor Jeremy Jobson
WEEK 1  »  January  5-7  |  A First Word for 2019  |  Pastor Sean Cooper

Where is
the Love?

Isaiah 61:1-3 (NIV)
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—

to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,

the oil of joy
instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor.

’Tis the season for ... shopping. That sentiment reached full speed the 
day after Thanksgiving, and during the next few weeks leading up to the big day, the 
pace will accelerate into a frenzy. But an enormous question looms: Will we actually find 
what we’re looking for? Will we find what we truly need and long for? Can what we’re 
looking for be found in a shopping mall?

Around 28 AD, a young Jewish rabbi was refined by God during forty days in the 
desert. After that pivotal time, He returned to Galilee to begin His public ministry, a
ministry that quickly proved to be that of no ordinary rabbi. In Nazareth, the town where
He grew up, He attended a service in the synagogue and was given the scroll of Isaiah 
61 to read. It was known as a Messianic prophecy – a prophecy about the coming of
God’s Messiah. After reading it, He sat down to give the sermon and made the stunning 
statement, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21, NIV).

With that simple sentence, Jesus revealed His true identity: the Savior of the world 
– the ultimate Gift as well as Gift-giver! In the hustle and bustle of our holiday shopping 
sprees, the irony is staggering: we’ve forgotten why we even shop for gifts in the first 
place. One of the primary origins of the idea of gift-giving this time of year is to reflect 
and remember the Gift of all gifts, which God gave to us in Jesus Christ, and yet we 
miss Him while shopping for lesser things.

During this series, we’re taking a closer look at what Jesus both proclaimed and 
promised when He read from that prophecy in Isaiah. Embedded in those words are
gifts that we all, whether or not we acknowledge it, are looking for – gifts such as 
healing for our broken hearts, freedom for our journey, love and favor from God and 
hope for the future.

These Life-giving presents are paid for by the grace of God and are freely offered 
to each of us. As a result, this Advent season provides a significant opportunity:
to let the path we take ...

while looking for what we most deeply long for ...
lead us to Christ and His ultimate gifts of Christmas.

God loves human beings. God loves the world. Not an ideal human, but 
human beings as they are; not an ideal world, but the real world. What we 
find repulsive in their opposition to God, what we shrink back from with 
pain and hostility, namely, real human beings, the real world, this is for 
God the ground of unfathomable love.
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Though our feelings come and go, His love for us does not. It is not wearied 
by our sins, or our indifference; and, therefore, it is quite relentless in its 
determination that we shall be cured of those sins, at whatever cost to us, 
at whatever cost to Him.
— C.S. Lewis 

A Message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt. 

What’s Current
Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

Belong & Grow: Partnership Experience
SUNDAYS, JANUARY 13-FEBRUARY 3   |   12:15-2:15 P.M.   |   THE HUB   |   northlandchurch.net/belong&grow

Celebrate Recovery
FRIDAYS   |   6:45-9 P.M.   |   THE RINK   |   northlandchurch.net/celebraterecovery

Winter/Spring Connections Weekend
JANUARY 19-21   |   BEFORE & AFTER SERVICES   |   THE FOYER   |   northlandchurch.net/connections

LUG Connect
JANUARY 19   |   6:30-8:30 P.M.   |   CHILDREN’S WORSHIP WING   |   northlandchurch.net/lugconnect

Questions? Contact our Finance Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

Christmas Take Down
JANUARY 8   |   10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M.   |   THE FOYER   |   northlandchurch.net/takedown

Financially Partnering with Northland
“Be generous with the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: 

if words, let it be God’s words; if help, let it be God’s hearty help. That way, God’s bright presence 
will be evident in everything through Jesus, and he’ll get all the credit as the One mighty in everything.” 
- 1 Peter 4:9-1, (MSG).

We are so grateful for your continued generosity in support of Northland Church. We will be 
publishing how we ended 2018, the plan for 2019 and an update on our mortgage all in next week’s 
worship guide.

For more information, you can go to NorthlandChurch.net/Give or check out our latest issue 
of Respond.
Thank you!

Give by cash or 
check and drop it 
in the tithe box.

Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Give 
or use the Northland App.

Give via mobile text. 
Text “northland” followed 
by the amount to 77977
(e.g. northland 10).

Ways to Give




