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This week’s study is also available on Northland’s apps  
or at NorthlandChurch.net/Studies.

Life
This week we’re learning about some of the basic practices that lead to the full and 
everlasting life.

  WATCH THE VIDEO  

NorthlandChurch.net/Studies
Afterward have someone read the discussion questions in 
the “Hear God’s Story” section and start the conversation.

Share Your Story
Begin by praying together. This should be a brief, simple prayer in which you invite  
God to give you insight as you study. You can pray for specific requests at the end of  
your time together or stop momentarily to pray if a particular situation comes up during 
your discussion.

Then begin your time together by discussing the following questions.  
• What are some practices and habits that make you feel more alive?
• What are some practices and habits in your life that make you feel less alive?

Hear God’s Story, and Create a New Story

  READ JOHN 10:10 (NIV)  &  DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20 (MSG)  

• What practices lead to death?
• What practices lead to life?
• When have you experienced some of the death Jesus was talking about?
•  When have you experienced some of the life to the full that Jesus described? When have 

you felt as if you were living “exuberantly” because of God’s work in your life?
•  Often in the journeys of life, signs help us know where we’re heading. What are some of 

the signs you can see to know whether you’re heading toward life or death? Check out 
Galatians 5:19-26 for some of the signs that can help us know where we’re heading.

•  What are some ways you can embrace God? (See 1 John 5:3-4 for an example.) What are 
some ways you embrace death?

•  Whom can you invite to join you in pursuing God and experiencing the fullness of life? 
What are some practical ways to share life with that person?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

On most game shows, contestants are competing for some sort of grand prize. 
There’s no real penalty for losing the game, just the threat of missing out on the 
prize. In Roman times there were game shows as well, of a kind. But the contests 
in the coliseum that pit contestants against each other didn’t just offer a prize to 
the winner. The price of entry for every person was the threat of death. When Jesus 
offered us an abundant and eternal life, He knew that we were also engaged in a 
life-and-death contest. Jesus also knew we were powerless to emerge victorious 
through life on our own, so He paid the price of the loser so that we could have a 
chance to experience victory and life to the fullest through His redemption.

  READ MATTHEW 11:28-30 (MSG)  

•  What makes you tired? What are some of the things in life that make you aware of 
your need for more life?

•  What does this passage tell us that we can experience when we follow Jesus? 
What would rest look like for you, especially in those parts of life that have worn 
you out?

•  Who is someone you see living with a freedom and lightness in Jesus? How can 
you encourage that person? What can you learn from his or her pursuit of Jesus?

  READ PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (NIV)  

• With the fullness and power Jesus had, what posture did He take in His life?
•  What position toward both God and others should we take with the entirety of  

our lives?
•  What are some ways that you acknowledge and proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord 

with your words? With your actions? How can you and your community work to 
extend the gospel and fullness of life to others this week?
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Fully Alive: 
What Does It Look Like?

Get info and sign up at NorthlandChurch.net, or ask a connection team member for assistance.

What’s Current

Start Here! Bible Study
SUNDAYS STARTING JANUARY 27   |   10:45 A.M.-12:15 P.M.   |   ROOM 4216   |   northlandchurch.net/startheresunday

WEDNESDAYS STARTING JANUARY 30   |   6:30-8 P.M.   |   ROOM 4218  |   northlandchurch.net/startherewednesday

Godly Wisdom for Business
STARTING THURSDAY, JANUARY 24   |   6:30-8 P.M.   |  ROOM 5110   |   northlandchurch.net/thewisdomacademy

Bible Boot Camp 1
MONDAYS STARTING JANUARY 28   |   6:30-8:30 P.M.   |  FELLOWSHIP HALL   |   northlandchurch.net/biblebootcamp1 

Marriage 911
WEDNESDAYS STARTING JANUARY 30   |   7-9 P.M.   |  ROOMS 4206-7   |   northlandchurch.net/marriage911

Becoming Fully Alive: Discovering Your Vision & Mission in Jesus
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9   |   8:30-11 A.M.   |  ROOM 4206   |   northlandchurch.net/becomingfullyalive

Questions? Contact our Finance Team at financeteam@northlandchurch.net

Tithes and Offerings

Give by cash or check  
and drop it in any of our  
tithe boxes.

Give online at 
NorthlandChurch.net/Give 
or use the Northland App.

Give via mobile text.  
Text “northland” followed  
by the amount to 77977 
(e.g. northland 10).

Ways to Give
January 2019
Week 1 of 4

John 10:10 (NIV)
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.

The glory of God is man fully alive. 
– Irenaeus

A Message from Matt Heard, Lead Pastor
Read about Pastor Matt at northlandchurch.net/pastormatt. 
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You are not here to verify,
Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity
Or carry report. You are here to kneel ...
– T.S. Eliot

Superficiality is the curse of our age. The desperate need today is not for a greater 
number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people. 
– Richard J. Foster, “Celebration of Discipline”

Look at the people around you. You just might be the only Jesus they will ever see.  
– Reneé Stearns, “He Walks Among Us”

We were made to live in a humble, worshipful, and loving dependency upon God and 
in a loving and humble interdependency with others. Our lives were designed to be 
community projects. 
– Paul David Tripp, “Whiter Than Snow”

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose. 
– Jim Elliot

Money lost, little lost. Honor lost, much lost. Heart lost, all lost. 
– 16th-century Scottish inscription

God doesn’t just want us to have good theology; He wants us to know and love Him. 
– Francis Chan, “Crazy Love”

I wonder what sort of a tale we’ve fallen into? 
– Samwise Gamgee, “The Lord of the Rings”

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass. It’s about learning to dance in the rain. 
– Vivian Greene

Unless we are creators, we are not fully alive. What do I mean by creators? Not only 
artists, whose acts of creation are the obvious ones of working with paint or clay or 
words. Creativity is a way of living life, no matter what our vocation or how we earn 
our living. 
– Madeleine L’Engle, “Walking on Water”
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you felt as if you were living “exuberantly” because of God’s work in your life?
•  Often in the journeys of life, signs help us know where we’re heading. What are some of 

the signs you can see to know whether you’re heading toward life or death? Check out 
Galatians 5:19-26 for some of the signs that can help us know where we’re heading.

•  What are some ways you can embrace God? (See 1 John 5:3-4 for an example.) What are 
some ways you embrace death?

•  Whom can you invite to join you in pursuing God and experiencing the fullness of life? 
What are some practical ways to share life with that person?

Give each person an opportunity to share prayer requests.

Find Your Story in God’s Story
If you feel God is nudging you to go deeper, take some time between now and our next 
discussion to dig into His Word. Explore the Bible passages related to this session’s 
theme on your own, jotting your reflections in a journal or in this study guide. Want to 
go deeper? Select a few verses, and try paraphrasing them, writing them in your own 
words. If you’d like, share them with the group the next time you meet.

On most game shows, contestants are competing for some sort of grand prize. 
There’s no real penalty for losing the game, just the threat of missing out on the 
prize. In Roman times there were game shows as well, of a kind. But the contests 
in the coliseum that pit contestants against each other didn’t just offer a prize to 
the winner. The price of entry for every person was the threat of death. When Jesus 
offered us an abundant and eternal life, He knew that we were also engaged in a 
life-and-death contest. Jesus also knew we were powerless to emerge victorious 
through life on our own, so He paid the price of the loser so that we could have a 
chance to experience victory and life to the fullest through His redemption.

  READ MATTHEW 11:28-30 (MSG)  

•  What makes you tired? What are some of the things in life that make you aware of 
your need for more life?

•  What does this passage tell us that we can experience when we follow Jesus? 
What would rest look like for you, especially in those parts of life that have worn 
you out?

•  Who is someone you see living with a freedom and lightness in Jesus? How can 
you encourage that person? What can you learn from his or her pursuit of Jesus?

  READ PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 (NIV)  

• With the fullness and power Jesus had, what posture did He take in His life?
•  What position toward both God and others should we take with the entirety of  

our lives?
•  What are some ways that you acknowledge and proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord 

with your words? With your actions? How can you and your community work to 
extend the gospel and fullness of life to others this week?
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