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Overview 
 
At Covenant College the VCE is a minimum two year course during which students are required to complete a 
minimum of 16 semester-length units of study. Each unit involves 100 hours of study, of which about half are 
provided in formal classroom situations. A VCE course chosen by students will consist of a compulsory subject 
and interest based studies. A subject from the English group (English or English Literature) must be undertaken, 
and students must choose a minimum of five other interest based subjects. Subjects offered at Covenant 
College are included in this document. 
 
Students should plan their VCE program, linking their programs to their preferred career pathways. Students 
entering Year 10 will normally commence one VCE subject, having two units spread over two semesters.  
 
Students in Year 11 at Covenant College will be required to commence English (Units 1&2) and another 3 or 4 
(Units 1&2) subjects that have 8 to 10 units spread over the two semesters. Students will also be completing 
Units 3&4 of the VCE subject they started in Year 10, making the total number of subjects studied in Year 11 
to be 5 or 6. Year 12 students will be required to commence Units 3&4 of the 4 or 5 subjects they started in 
Year 11, which will be spread over 2 semesters. 
 
 
Subject Levies 
 
VCE subjects come with a two subject levies. This is an additional cost to families beyond school fees and book 
listed textbooks and materials etc, which covers subject specific things such as excursions/incursions, camps 
and necessary resources that the teacher will source for students undertaking that subject, for consistency 
and equity reasons. Portions of subject levy funds may be refunded to families if excursions/incursions or 
camps are cancelled, or your child withdraws from a subject prior to the enrolment cut off dates, as listed in 
the VCE & VCAL Handbook. In some cases, refunds may not be possible if teaching staff have had to pay 
deposits for events that are cancelled and non-refundable. Please contact Mrs Shirley Dunn, the College’s 
Finance Manager if you have any questions about the settling of subject levy accounts. 

 
Payment for materials for Art, Design and Food subjects 
 
School fees and subject levies may not cover the total cost of the materials students may choose to use for 
their individual or group based projects in certain subjects. Please speak to the subject staff regarding details 
of the sorts of additional costs that might be incurred in particular subjects. 
 
 

Textbooks and materials 
 
Students are expected to come to their VCE classes with all of the correct book listed textbooks and required 
materials. Book lists are distributed each December, for the following school year. Please speak to the subject 
staff regarding details of the sorts of resources students are expected to have before classes begin. 
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Studies Offered 
The following VCE studies are on offer in 2022. If there are insufficient enrolments in a particular unit, the unit may not 
be offered. 

 
 
 
 
 

Unit 1&2 Unit 3&4 

Accounting (expressions of interest required)  

Applied Computing Applied Computing: Software Development 

Biology Biology 

Business Management Business Management 

Chemistry Chemistry 

English English 

Environmental Science (expressions of interest required)  

Food Studies Food Studies 

Health & Human Development Health & Human Development 

History (expressions of interest required) History: Ancient 

Legal Studies Legal Studies 

Literature Literature 

Mathematics: General Maths Mathematics: Further Maths 

Mathematics- Mathematical Methods Mathematics- Mathematical Methods 

Media  

Music Performance Music Performance 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

Physical Education Physical Education 

Physics  

Product Design and Technology  

Psychology Psychology 

Studio Arts Studio Arts 

Theatre Studies  

Visual Communication Design  
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Subject Levies 

  

Unit 1&2 Unit 3&4 
Accounting   

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$80 

Resource Levy 
$20 

Applied Computing Applied Computing: Software Development 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$30 
Resource Levy 

$20 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$30 
Resource Levy 

$20 
Biology Biology 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Business Management Business Management 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$50 
Resource Levy 

$100 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$50 
Resource Levy 

$100 
Chemistry  Chemistry 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

English English 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$100 

Resource Levy 
$0 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$100 

Resource Levy 
$0 

Environmental Science  

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$20 

Food Studies  Food Studies 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Health & Human Development Health & Human Development 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$20 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$20 

History History: Ancient 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$80 
Resource Levy 

$20 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$80 
Resource Levy 

$20 
Legal Studies  Legal Studies 

 Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
20 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$20 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Literature Literature 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$100 
Resource Levy 

$0 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$100 
Resource Levy 

$0 
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Subject Levies cont. 

 
 

Mathematics: General Maths Mathematics: Further Maths 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$20 
Resource Levy 

$0 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$20 
Resource Levy 

$0 
Mathematics: Mathematical Methods Mathematics: Mathematical Methods 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$20 

Resource Levy 
$0 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$20 

Resource Levy 
$0 

Media  
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$100 
Resource Levy 

$50 
Music Performance Music Performance 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$100 

Resource Levy 
$50 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$100 

Resource Levy 
$50 

Outdoor & Environmental Studies Outdoor & Environmental Studies 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$1400 
Resource Levy 

$0 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$1500 
Resource Levy 

$0 
Physical Education Physical Education 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$260 

Resource Levy 
$0 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$240 

Resource Levy 
$0 

Physics  
 Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$120 
Resource Levy 

$0 
Product Design & Technology  

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$50 

Resource Levy 
$100 

Psychology Psychology 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$20 
Resource Levy 

$130 
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$20 
Resource Levy 

$130 
Studio Arts Studio Arts 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$150 

Resource Levy 
$50 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$150 

Resource Levy 
$50 

Theatre Studies  
Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 

$150 
Resource Levy 

$50 
Visual Communication & Design Visual Communication & Design 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$150 

Resource Levy 
$50 

Excursion/Camp/Incursion Levy 
$150 

Resource Levy 
$50 
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Accounting 
 
VCE UNITS 1-2 
 

Rationale 
 
Accounting involves modelling, forecasting and providing advice to stakeholders through the process of collecting, 
recording, reporting, analysing and interpreting financial and non-financial data and accounting information. This data 
and information is communicated to internal and external stakeholders and is used to inform decision-making within 
the business with a view to improving business performance. Accounting plays an integral role in the successful 
operation and management of businesses.  
VCE Accounting prepares students for a university or TAFE vocational study pathway to commerce, management and 
accounting, leading to careers in areas such as financial accounting, management accounting, forensic/ investigative 
accounting, taxation, environmental accounting, management and corporate or personal financial planning. 
 
 
Structure 
 
Unit 1: Role of accounting in business  
 
This unit explores the establishment of a business and the role of accounting in the determination of business success 
or failure. In this, it considers the importance of accounting information to stakeholders. Students analyse, interpret and 
evaluate the performance of the business using financial and non-financial information. They use these evaluations to 
make recommendations regarding the suitability of a business as an investment. 
 
Unit 2: Accounting and decision-making for a trading business  
 
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the accounting process for sole proprietors operating a trading business, 
with a focus on inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. Students use manual processes 
and ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted accounting reports. Students analyse and evaluate 
the performance of the business relating to inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. 
They use relevant financial and other information to predict, budget and compare the potential effects of alternative 
strategies on the performance of the business. Using these evaluations, students develop and suggest to the owner 
strategies to improve business performance.  
 
 
 
 
*EXPRESSION OF INTEREST REQUIRED: 

If interested in undertaking this subject at Unit 1&2 level in 2022, please complete and detach the expression 
of interest form (Appendix: Page 35) and submit to Student Reception by Monday 7th June 2021. 
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Applied Computing 
VCE UNITS 1-2 

 

Rationale 
VCE Computing equips students with the knowledge and skills to be creators of digital solutions and discerning users of 
digital systems, data and information, as they participate in an increasingly globalised society and economy.  

This study provides students with practical opportunities to create digital solutions for real-world problems in a range 
of settings, developing an essential tool set for current and future learning, work and social endeavours.  

VCE Computing provides a pathway to further studies in areas such as computer science, business systems engineering, 
robotics, linguistics, database management and software development, and to careers in digital-technologies based 
areas such as web design, information architecture and business analysis. 

Computing is an area of technology where humans have explored God’s creation and have learned to use it for good 
(sharing information, improving communication, supporting business, entertainment and study), but students also need 
to recognise and deal with the way sin allows technology to be abused (cyber bullying, easy access to pornography and 
gambling, hate mail, identity theft, invasion of privacy, intellectual theft, piracy, wasting time). Students must consider 
how computing technology can be used to honour and please God, in work and in play, to assist our neighbours and to 
care for creation. 

 

Structure 
Unit 1: Computing 

In this unit, students focus on how data, information and networked digital systems can be used to meet a range of 
users’ needs. There are three areas of study: Data and graphic solutions (spreadsheets); Networks, and Collaboration 
and communication (web pages). 

Unit 2: Computing 

In this unit, students focus on data and how the application of computational, design and systems thinking skills support 
the creation of solutions that automate the processing of data. There are three areas of study: Programming (JavaScript 
or other language), Data analysis and visualisation, and Data management (database).  
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 Applied Computing: 
Software Development 
VCE UNITS 3-4 

Rationale 
VCE Computing equips students with the knowledge and skills to be creators of digital solutions and discerning users of 
digital systems, data and information, as they participate in an increasingly globalised society and economy. This study 
provides students with practical opportunities to create digital solutions for real-world problems in a range of settings, 
developing an essential tool set for current and future learning, work and social endeavours.  

VCE Computing provides a pathway to further studies in areas such as computer science, business systems engineering, 
robotics, linguistics, database management and software development, and to careers in digital-technologies based in 
areas such as web design, information architecture and business analysis. 

Computing is an area of technology where humans have explored God’s creation and have learned to use it for good 
(sharing information, improving communication, supporting business, entertainment and study), but students also need 
to recognise and deal with the way sin allows technology to be abused (cyber bullying, easy access to pornography and 
gambling, hate mail, identity theft, invasion of privacy, intellectual theft, piracy, wasting time). Students must consider 
how computing technology can be used to honour and please God, in work and in play, to assist our neighbours and to 
care for creation. 

Structure 
Unit 3: Software development 

In this unit, students develop an understanding of the analysis, design and development stages of the problem-solving 
methodology and use a programming language to create working software modules. There are two areas of study. In 
Area of Study 1, students develop skills in interpreting software designs and in creating working modules using a 
programming language. Area of Study 2 forms part of a School-assessed Task (SAT), and is the first part of a practical 
project. Students determine a need or opportunity for a purpose-designed solution and then formally document the 
analysis as a Software Requirements Specification. They then generate a range of design ideas, select their preferred 
one and develop it as a detailed design. Students use a software tool to document a project plan. 

Unit 4: Software development 

In this unit, students focus on how the information needs of individuals and organisations are met through the creation 
of purpose-designed solutions used in a networked environment. There are two areas of study. Area of Study 1 forms 
the second part of the SAT. Students use specific functions of a programming language to transform the design created 
in Unit 3, Outcome 2, into a software solution. As part of developing the solution, students conduct a practical useability 
test to identify features of their solution that work and don’t work. In Area of Study 2, students apply thinking systems 
when analysing the dependencies between two information systems and assessing the impact on the operation of an 
information system if shared data has been compromised. Students do not use software to demonstrate this outcome. 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 10%  Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 10% 

School-assessed task: 30%    End-of-year examination: 50% 
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Biology 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system, species and 
ecosystem levels. In undertaking this study, students examine how life has evolved over time and understand that in the 
dynamic and interconnected system of life all change has a consequence that may affect an individual, a species or the 
collective biodiversity of Earth. VCE Biology sets students up for success in a variety of scientific fields. The study of 
Biology plays a vital role in the large variety of professional fields Including Medicine, Sports Science, Microbiology and 
Veterinary Science. 

In studying Biology, students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research, analytical 
skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use scientific and cognitive skills and 
understanding to analyse contemporary biology-related issues, and communicate their views from an informed position.  
The Lord gives scientific knowledge, skills and procedures to uncover the intricacy of His creation. Hence everything we 
study we appraise to be a part of His great and perfect will. May our scientific pursuit bring Him glory by using Science 
to serve others and reflect Jesus Christ! 

Structure 
Unit 1: How do living things stay alive? 

In this unit, students are introduced to some of the challenges to an organism in sustaining life. Students examine the 
cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from the single celled to the multicellular organism, and the requirements 
for sustaining cellular processes in terms of inputs and outputs.  

Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained? 

In this unit, students focus on cell reproduction and the transmission of biological information from generation to 
generation. Students learn that all cells are derived from pre-existing cells through the cell cycle. They examine the 
process of DNA replication and compare cell division in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms. 

Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? 

In this unit, students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives. They explore the importance of the 
insolubility of the plasma membrane in water and its differential permeability to specific solutes in defining the cell, its 
internal spaces and the control of the movement of molecules and ions in and out of such spaces. 

Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges over time? 

In this unit, students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth has been subjected. They 
investigate the relatedness between species and the impact of various change events on a population’s gene pool. The 
accumulation of changes over time is considered as a mechanism for biological evolution by natural selection that leads 
to the rise of new species. 

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 16% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 24% 

End-of-year examination: 60% 
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Business Management 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
In studying VCE Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability 
to participate effectively as socially responsible and ethical members, managers and leaders of the business community, 
and as informed citizens, consumers and investors. The study of Business Management leads to opportunities across all 
facets of the business and management field such as small business owner, project manager, human resource manager, 
operations manager or executive manager. Further study can lead to specialisation in areas such as marketing, public 
relations and event management. 

In studying Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to 
participate effectively, as socially responsible and ethical members of the business community, and as informed citizens, 
consumers and investors. The Business Management course is not designed to educate students in becoming rich.  
Money cannot satisfy our deepest needs. God must be placed first in our lives. Money itself is not the root of all kinds 
of evil – the love of it is. (1 Tim 6:10) 

Structure 
Unit 1: Planning a business 

In this unit, students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and external environments within 
which businesses operate, and the effect of these on planning a business. 

Unit 2: Establishing a business 

In this unit, students examine the legal requirements that must be satisfied to establish a business. They investigate the 
essential features of effective marketing and consider the best way to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing 
and financial record keeping. Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying this knowledge to 
contemporary business case studies from the past four years. 

Unit 3: Managing a business 

In this unit, students explore the key processes and issues concerned with managing a business efficiently and effectively 
to achieve the business objectives. Students examine the different types of businesses and their respective objectives. 
They consider corporate culture, management styles, management skills and the relationship between each of these. 
Students investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives. 

Unit 4: Transforming a business 

In this unit students consider the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current 
performance and the strategic management necessary to position a business for the future. Students study a theoretical 
model to undertake change, and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the most efficient and effective 
way to improve business performance. They investigate the importance of leadership in change management. 

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 
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Chemistry 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
VCE Chemistry enables students to examine a range of chemical, biochemical and geophysical phenomena through the 
exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical processes. In undertaking this study, students apply chemical 
principles to explain and quantify the behaviour of matter, as well as undertake practical activities that involve the 
analysis and synthesis of a variety of materials. Chemistry is applied in many fields of endeavour including agriculture, 
education, engineering, environmental sciences, forensic science, horticulture, medicine, meteorology, pharmacy, 
sports science, toxicology, veterinary science and viticulture. 

In studying Chemistry, students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research specific 
to the knowledge of the discipline, analytical skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. 
Students use scientific and cognitive skills and understanding to analyse contemporary chemistry-related issues, and 
communicate their views from an informed position. The Lord gives scientific knowledge, skills and procedures to 
uncover the intricacy of His creation. Hence everything we study we appraise to be a part of His great and perfect will. 
May our scientific pursuit bring Him glory by using science to serve others and reflect Jesus Christ! 

Structure 
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained? 

Students are introduced to quantitative concepts in Chemistry including the mole concept. They apply their knowledge 
to determine the relative masses of elements and the composition of substances. Throughout the unit students use 
chemistry terminology including symbols, formulas, chemical nomenclature and equations to represent and explain 
observations and data from experiments, and to discuss chemical phenomena.  

Unit 2: What makes water a unique chemical? 

Students examine the polar nature of a water molecule and the intermolecular forces between water molecules. They 
explore the relationship between these bonding forces and the physical and chemical properties of water.  

Unit 3: How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency? 

Students compare and evaluate different chemical energy resources, including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and 
fuel cells. They investigate the combustion of fuels, including the energy transformations involved, the use of 
stoichiometry to calculate the amounts of reactants and products involved in the reactions. 

Unit 4: How are organic molecules categorised analysed and used?  

Students study the ways in which organic structures are represented and named. They process data from instrumental 
analyses of organic compounds to confirm or deduce organic structures, and perform volumetric analyses to determine 
the concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 16% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 24% 

End-of-year examination: 60% 
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English 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
English is about the study of verbal communication, both written and spoken.  It is about getting a message across, 
sharing your perspective as well as allowing others to shape yours.  We all think, feel, and need to relate, therefore the 
study of English is essential. It also seeks to develop the language skills of students ahead of post-school employment, 
further education, and participation in a democratic society. 

English is also about expressing our built in creativity. Our God is a creative God; just one look at creation reminds us of 
this.  God not only created the universe, He also built us, as the Bible says, “intricately and masterfully”. He “knit us 
together inside our mother’s womb”.  Not only did He create us, He created us in His own image; that means every 
aspect of the creativity existing in God, is also expressed, and capable of being expressed, through you and me. English 
is about exploring and expressing that creativity.  

Structure 
Unit 1 
Area of Study 1: Reading and Creating. Students draw inspiration from the anthology of short stories A Taste of 
Cockroach as stimulus for a creative response in their first SAC task. In addition to this, they explore the issues, themes 
and values within Euripides’ Medea in order to develop an analytical text response. 
Area of Study 2: Analysing and Presenting Argument. Students study how the use of argument and language can be 
used to persuade an audience or reader. They produce a persuasive oral presentation as a SAC task, whilst developing 
their skills of analysis in relation to a variety of media texts.  
 

Unit 2 
Area of Study 2: Analysing and Presenting Argument. Students continue developing their understanding in relation to 
argument and persuasive texts, this time their SAC task focusses on a written analysis that is given in response to 
selected media texts. 
Area of Study 1: Reading and Comparing. Students explore the memoir Night by Elie Wiesel, and the film Paradise 
Road, to create a comparative written response that explores the different ways authors and directors can present 
particular themes and issues and ideas.  

Unit 3  
Area of Study 1: Reading and Creating. Students will be able to explore the novel Go Went Gone* in order to develop 
a creative response, they will also examine The Women of Troy and discuss their ideas within the form of an analytical 
essay. 
Area of Study 2: Analysing argument. Students will analyse and compare the use of argument and persuasive 
language in texts that present a point of view on an issue currently debated in the media. 

Unit 4 
Area of Study 1: Reading and Comparing. Students will compare the texts Ransom and The Queen in order to make 
connections and produce a written analysis that explores both the differences and similarities within the texts.     
Area of Study 2: Presenting Argument. Students will use their knowledge of argument and persuasive language as a 
basis for the development of their own persuasive texts in relation to a topical issue that has appeared in the 
Australian media. 
  
 *To be confirmed 
 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25%  Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 
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Environmental Science 
VCE UNITS 1-2 

Rationale 
VCE Environmental Science enables students to explore the challenges that past and current human interactions with 
the environment presents for the future by considering how Earth’s atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 
lithosphere function as interrelated systems. In undertaking this study, students examine how environmental actions 
affect, and are affected by, ethical, social and political frameworks.  

In VCE Environmental Science students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research, 
analytical skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use scientific and cognitive 
skills and understanding to analyse contemporary issues related to environmental science, and communicate their views 
from an informed position.  

Science provides for continuing study pathways within the field and leads to a range of careers. Diverse areas of 
employment range from design, including landscape or building architecture, engineering and urban planning, 
environmental consultancy and advocacy, which may involve employment in air, water and/or soil quality monitoring 
and control, agriculture, construction, mining and property management and water quality engineering. Environmental 
scientists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire research, environmental management and conservation, 
geology and oceanography. 

Structure 

Unit 1: How are Earth’s systems connected? 

In this unit students examine Earth as a set of four interacting systems: the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 
lithosphere. Students apply a systems perspective when exploring the physical requirements for life in terms of inputs 
and outputs, and consider the effects of natural and human-induced changes in ecosystems. They investigate the 
physical environment and its components, the function of local ecosystems and the interactions that occur in and 
between ecological components over different timescales. Students consider how the biotic and abiotic components of 
local ecosystems can be monitored and measured. 

Unit 2: How can pollution be managed? 

In this unit students explore the concept of pollution and associated impacts on Earth’s four systems through global, 
national and local perspectives. They distinguish between wastes, contaminants and pollutants and examine the 
characteristics, measurement and management of pollution. They analyse the effects of pollutants on the health of 
humans and the environment over time. Students consider the rules for use, treatment and disposal of pollutants and 
evaluate the different perspectives of those who are affected by pollutants. They explore the significance of technology, 
government initiatives, communities and individuals in redressing the effects of pollutants, and consider how values, 
beliefs and evidence affect environmental decision making. Pollutants can be produced through natural and human 
activities and can generate adverse effects for living and non-living things when released into ecosystems. Students 
examine how pollutant effects produced in one of Earth’s four systems may have an impact on the other systems. They 
explore the factors that affect the nature and impact of pollution including pollutant sources, transport mechanisms and 
potential build-up due to long-term or repeated exposure. Students compare three pollutants of national and/or global 
significance with reference to their effects in the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere, and discuss 
management options. 

 
*EXPRESSION OF INTEREST REQUIRED: 

If interested in undertaking this subject at Unit 1&2 level in 2022, please complete and detach the expression 
of interest form (Appendix: Page 35) and submit to Student Reception by Monday 7th June 2021. 
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Food Studies 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Australia has a varied and abundant food supply, and food and cooking have become prominent in digital media and 
publishing. Globally, many people do not have access to a secure and varied food supply and many Australians, amid a 
variety of influences, consume food and beverage products that may harm their health. This study examines the 
background to this abundance and explores reasons for our food choices. VCE Food Studies is designed to build the 
capacities of students to make informed food choices. Students develop their understanding of food while acquiring 
skills that enable them to take greater ownership of their food decisions and eating patterns. This study complements 
and supports further training and employment opportunities in the fields of home economics, food technology, food 
manufacturing and hospitality. 

Structure 
Unit 1: Food origins 

This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate the origins and roles of food 
through time and across the world.  

Unit 2: Food makers 

In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia. Area of Study 1 focuses on commercial food 
production industries, while Area of Study 2 looks at food production in small-scale domestic settings, as both a 
comparison and complement to commercial production. Students gain insight into the significance of food industries to 
the Australian economy and investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the needs 
of consumers. 

Unit 3: Food in daily life 

This unit investigates the many roles and everyday influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the science of food: our 
physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. Students investigate the physiology of eating 
and appreciating food, and the microbiology of digestion. They also investigate the functional properties of food and 
the changes that occur during food preparation and cooking.  Area of Study 2 focuses on influences on food choice: how 
communities, families and individuals change their eating patterns over time and how our food values and behaviours 
develop within social environments.  

Unit 4: Food issues, challenges and futures 

In this unit students examine debates about global and Australian food systems. Area of Study 1 focuses on issues about 
the environment, ecology, ethics, farming practices, the development and application of technologies, and the 
challenges of food security, food safety, food wastage, and the use and management of water and land. Area of Study 
2 focuses on individual responses to food information and misinformation and the development of food knowledge, 
skills and habits to empower consumers to make discerning food choices.  

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 30% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 30% 

End-of-year examination: 40% 



  

  17   
  

Health & Human Development 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
VCE Health and Human Development provides students with broad understandings of health and wellbeing that reach 
far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and wellbeing is to themselves and to families, 
communities, nations and global society. Students explore the complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and 
environmental factors that support and improve health and wellbeing and those that put it at risk. The study provides 
opportunities for students to view health and wellbeing, and development, holistically – across the lifespan and the 
globe, and through a lens of social equity and justice. VCE Health and Human Development is designed to foster health 
literacy. As individuals and as citizens, students develop their ability to navigate information, to recognise and enact 
supportive behaviours, and to evaluate healthcare initiatives and interventions. Students take this capacity with them 
as they leave school and apply their learning in positive and resilient ways through future changes and challenges. 
Structure 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 

This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied and evolving perspectives and definitions. It takes the 
view that health and wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts and interpretations, with different meanings for 
different people. As a foundation to the understanding of health, students should investigate the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) definition and also explore other interpretations. Wellbeing is a complex combination of all 
dimensions of health, characterised by an equilibrium in which the individual feels happy, healthy, capable and engaged. 
For the purposes of this study, students should consider wellbeing to be an implicit element of health. 

Unit 2: Managing health and development 

This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and societal perspectives. 
Students look at changes and expectations that are part of the progression from youth to adulthood. This unit promotes 
the application of health literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as a time of increasing independence and 
responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term relationships, possible considerations of parenthood and 
management of health-related milestones and changes. 

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world 

This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different interpretations and 
contexts. Students begin to explore health and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a broader approach to inquiry. 
As they consider the benefits of optimal health and wellbeing and its importance as an individual and a collective 
resource, their thinking extends to health as a universal right. 

Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context 

This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human development in a global context. Students use data to investigate 
health status and burden of disease in different countries, exploring factors that contribute to health inequalities 
between and within countries, including the physical, social and economic conditions in which people live. 

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25%   

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 
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History 
VCE UNITS 1-2  There are 2 options at Unit 1&2 VCE level: 

1. GLOBAL EMPIRES 

Rationale 
The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others and their world, and broadens their 
perspective by examining people, groups, events, ideas and movements. Through studying VCE History, students 
develop social, political, economic and cultural understanding. They also explore continuity and change: the world is not 
as it has always been, and it will be subject to change in the future. In this sense, history is relevant to contemporary 
issues. It fosters an understanding of human agency and informs decision making in the present. 

Structure 
Unit 1: The Making of Empires 1400-1775 
 

This unit examines how the Portuguese, Spanish, French, British and Dutch empires harnessed new ideas and 
technologies to usurp the power of the established empires of Venice, China and the Ottoman Empire, thus entrenching 
their ideas and influence across the globe. 
 
Unit 2: Empires at work 1400–1775 
 

In this unit students explore the operation of European colonies and the challenges they faced from within and without. 

2. ANCIENT HISTORY 

Rationale 
Egypt, Greece and Rome were major civilisations of the ancient Mediterranean. They have bestowed a powerful legacy 
on the contemporary world. Life in these ancient societies was shaped by the complex interplay of social, political and 
economic factors. Trade, warfare and the exchange of ideas between societies also influenced the way people lived. 
Furthermore, all three societies experienced dramatic crises which caused massive disruption. During these times of 
upheaval, individuals acted in ways that held profound consequences for themselves and for their society. 
 

Structure 
Unit 1: Ancient Mesopotamia 
 

In this unit, students explore Ancient Mesopotamia. The lands between the rivers Tigris and the Euphrates have been 
described as the ‘cradle of civilisation’. Although this view is now contested in ancient history and archaeology, the study 
of Ancient Mesopotamia provides important insights about the growth of cities. Students investigate the creation of 
city-states and empires. They examine the invention of writing – a pivotal development in human history.  
 

Unit 2: Ancient Egypt 
 
Ancient Egypt gave rise to a civilisation that endured for approximately three thousand years. Unlike Mesopotamia, 
Egypt was not threatened by its neighbours for the greater part of its history. The Nile served as the lifeblood of urban 
settlements in Upper and Lower Egypt. Kingdoms rose, flourished and fell around the banks of this great river.  
 
*EXPRESSION OF INTEREST REQUIRED: 

If interested in undertaking one of these Unit 1&2 options in 2022, please complete and detach the expression 
of interest form (Appendix: Page 35) and submit to Student Reception by Monday 7th June 2021. 
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History: Ancient 
VCE UNITS 3-4  
 

Rationale 
The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others and their world, and broadens their 
perspective by examining people, groups, events, ideas and movements. Through studying VCE History, students 
develop social, political, economic and cultural understanding. They also explore continuity and change: the world is not 
as it has always been, and it will be subject to change in the future. In this sense, history is relevant to contemporary 
issues. It fosters an understanding of human agency and informs decision making in the present. The study of history 
fosters the ability to ask searching questions, to engage in independent research, and to construct arguments about the 
past based on evidence. Historical comprehension enables a source to be understood in relation to its context; that is, 
students make links between the source and the world in which it was produced. We can never know the whole past. 
Historical knowledge rests on the interpretation of sources that are used as evidence. Furthermore, judgments of 
historical significance made by historians are central to the discipline. Historians do not always agree about the meaning 
that is taken from the past: historical interpretations are often subject to academic and public debate. The study of 
history equips students to take an informed position on such matters, helping them develop as individuals and citizens. 
 

Structure 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 - Area of Study 1: Living in an ancient society 
 
In this area of study students explore the historical significance of social, political and economic features of 
Egypt, Greece or Rome. In terms of social features, the existence of hierarchies meant that individual experiences varied 
enormously. There were profound differences in the experiences of men and women, locals and foreigners, slaves and 
free people.  
 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 - Area of Study 2: People in power, societies in crisis 
 
In this area of study students explore a crisis in ancient Egypt, Greece or Rome with particular reference to the role of 
individuals in shaping events. Crises take the form of internal political struggles, civil war and conflict between states. 
To understand these turning points students evaluate the causes and consequences of the crisis.  

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 
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Legal Studies 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
The Bible teaches us that our God is one of fairness and justice (Ps 111:7). God wants rulers to govern fairly and with 
justice. God may use human agencies and institutions, such as police, judges and juries, the court system and the political 
system to promote justice. Legal Studies students will explore and learn about the human agencies of law enforcement 
and creation in society today. Students examine the processes of law-making, dispute resolution and the administration 
of justice. Students learn how individuals can be involved in decision-making within the legal system and are encouraged 
to become more informed and active citizens in the pursuit of justice. Students develop an understanding of the law 
and legal system and analyse the effectiveness of the internal structures and procedures. Students develop an ability to 
identify, collect and process, interpret and analyse information from a range of sources. They develop their critical 
thinking and legal reasoning to solve legal problems and form opinions about the operation of the legal system. God 
gives us many examples in the Bible concerning standards for justice. Isaiah says, “Cease to do evil, learn to do good; 
seek justice; correct oppression”. 

Structure 
Unit 1: Guilt and liability 

In this unit, students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and sources of law and 
the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply 
these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable 
in a civil dispute.  

Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights 

Students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past four years to form a 
judgment about the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students develop their 
understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in another country, and possible reforms to the protection 
of rights. They examine a significant case in relation to the protection of rights in Australia.  

Unit 3: Rights and justice 

In this unit, students examine the methods and institutions in the justice system and consider their appropriateness in 
determining criminal cases and resolving civil disputes. Students consider the Magistrates’ Court, County Court and 
Supreme Court within the Victorian court hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal institutions and bodies available to 
assist with cases. Students explore matters such as the rights available to an accused and to victims in the criminal justice 
system, the roles of the judge, jury, legal practitioners and the parties, and the ability of sanctions and remedies to 
achieve their purposes.  

Unit 4: The people and the law 

In this unit, students explore how the Australian Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the Commonwealth 
and State parliaments, and protects the Australian people through structures that act as a check on parliament in law-
making. Students develop an understanding of the significance of the High Court in protecting and interpreting the 
Australian Constitution.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 
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Literature 

VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
VCE Literature provides opportunities for students to develop their awareness of other people, places and cultures and 
explore the way texts represent the complexity of human experience. Students examine the evolving and dialogic nature 
of texts, the changing contexts in which they were produced and notions of value. They develop an understanding and 
appreciation of literature, and an ability to reflect critically on the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of texts. The study 
of Literature enables students to consider the power and complexity of language, the ways literary features and 
techniques contribute to meaning and the significance of form and structure. They develop their capacity to read and 
interpret texts and reflect on their interpretations and those of others, and in turn reflect on their personal experience 
and the experiences of others, cultivating an awareness that there are multiple readings of texts and that the nature of 
language and text is dynamic.  
Literature is an expression of the creative gift that God has given humanity. It can be used obediently or disobediently, 
poorly or well, consciously or unconsciously.  The exploration of Literature helps students to grow in unique ways 
intellectually, decisionally, and creatively. Students are challenged to respond and engage with worldviews presented.  

Structure 
Unit 1: Approaches to literature 

In this unit, students focus on the ways in which the interaction between text and reader creates meaning. Students’ 
analyses of the features and conventions of texts help them develop increasingly discriminating responses to a range of 
literary forms and styles. Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively to the ideas and concerns of texts and 
gain insights into how texts function as representations of human experience.  

Unit 2: Context and connections  

In this unit, students explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with the world. Drawing on a range of 
literary texts, students consider the relationships between authors, audiences and contexts. Ideas, language and 
structures of different texts from past and present eras and/or cultures are compared and contrasted 

Unit 3: Form and transformation  

In this unit, students consider how the form of a text affects meaning, and how writers construct their texts. They 
investigate ways writers adapt and transform texts and how meaning is affected as texts are adapted and transformed. 
They consider how the perspectives of those adapting texts may inform or influence the adaptations. Students draw on 
their study of adaptations and transformations to develop creative responses to texts.  

Unit 4: Interpreting texts  

In this unit, students develop critical and analytic responses to texts. They consider the context of their responses to 
texts as well as the ideas explored in the texts, the style of the language and points of view. They investigate literary 
criticism informing both the reading and writing of texts. Students develop an informed and sustained interpretation 
supported by close textual analysis.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 
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Mathematics: General 
VCE UNITS 1-2 ONLY 

Rationale 
At Creation, God established laws of order in the universe and commanded that man must live in his creation in an 
orderly manner.  God revealed His majesty in concepts of number, space, form and symmetry in the laws that govern 
the existence and harmony of all things created.  Mathematical laws are not the creation of man, but explain the 
structure of the way God created and designed the earth.  This unit studies the function and pattern in number, logic, 
space and structure.  It provides both a framework for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, 
logical, concise and unambiguous and a means by which people can understand and manage the environment around 
them in which God created.  Essential mathematical activities include applying, investigating, modelling and problem 
solving. 

This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way which takes into 
account the needs and aspirations of a wide range of students.  It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of 
the importance of mathematics in everyday life, as stewards over creation, in an increasingly technological society.  This 
unit will also give students confidence in making effective use of mathematical ideals, techniques and processes. 

Structure 
Units 1 and 2 

General Mathematics covers the following areas of study: 

1. Algebra and Structure 
2. Arithmetic and Number 
3. Discrete mathematics 
4. Geometry, Measurement and Trigonometry 
5. Graphs of linear and non-linear relations 
6. Statistics 

 
General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 consists of the following topics: Data Distributions, Linear Equations & Relations, 
Linear Graphs & Models, Relationship between two numerical variables, Sequences, Shape & Measurement, Similarity, 
Trigonometry, Matrices, Graphs & Networks and Financial Arithmetic. 

Levels of Achievement 
Test and examination – mathematical routines 60% 

Assignment – extended application problems 30% 

Use of technology    10% 
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Mathematics: Further 
VCE UNITS 3-4 ONLY 

Rationale 
Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both a framework 
for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and precise. It also provides a 
means by which people can understand and manage their environment. Essential mathematical activities include 
calculating and computing, abstracting, conjecturing, proving, applying, investigating, modelling, and problem posing 
and solving. This subject is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way 
which takes into account the needs and aspirations of a wide range of students. 

Number, sequence and order are part of God’s creation that we all deal with every day.  One of the goals of this class is 
to prepare students to deal with some of the more complex but exciting mathematical aspects of creation, enabling and 
preparing them for further studies in any areas (business, science, maths, technology) that God is calling them into. 

Structure 
Unit 3: Core 

The Core comprises ‘Data analysis’ and ‘Recursion and financial modelling’. ‘Data analysis’ comprises 40 per cent of the 
content to be covered, ‘Recursion and financial modelling’ comprises 20 per cent of the content to be covered, and each 
selected module comprises 20 per cent of the content to be covered. Assumed knowledge and skills for the Core are 
contained in the General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics: ‘Computation and practical arithmetic’, ‘Investigating and 
comparing data distributions’, ‘Investigating relationships between two numerical variables’, ‘Linear graphs and 
modelling’, ‘Linear relations and equations’, and ‘Number patterns and recursion’. For each module there are related 
topics in General Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 

Unit 4: Applications 

The Applications comprises two modules to be completed in their entirety, from a selection of four possible modules: 
‘Matrices’, ‘Networks and decision mathematics’, ‘Geometry and measurement’ and ‘Graphs and relations’.  

Exams 

There are two exams at the end of the year for Further Mathematics. Both exams cover material from across entire year 
and have equal weighting. Exam 1 is a multi-choice assessment, while Exam 2 is a short answer assessment.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 20% Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 14% 

End-of-year examination 1: 33%   End-of-year examination 2: 33% 
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Mathematical Methods 

VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way which takes into 
account the interests, needs, dispositions and aspirations of a wide range of students, and introduces them to key 
aspects of the discipline. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the importance of mathematics in 
everyday life in a technological society, and to develop confidence and the disposition to make effective use of 
mathematical concepts, processes and skills in practical and theoretical contexts. 

Mathematical concepts such as number and sequence are fundamental parts of the created universe. Students have the 
opportunity to develop their maths skills to better enable them to carry out God’s calling on their lives, whether at work 
or at home or helping others in their community. There is also recognition that many people use maths skills to cheat 
and deceive others and misrepresent the truth so students should be prepared to recognise when mathematical skills 
are being misused. 

ENTRY EXPECTATIONS 
Students attempting Mathematical Methods are expected to have a sound background in number, algebra, function, 
geometry, probability and statistics. Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary 
education. All VCE studies are benchmarked against comparable national and international curriculum. 
Structure 
Units 1 & 2: 

The areas of study for Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 are ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ and 
‘Probability and statistics’ 

Units 3 & 4:  

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 extend the introductory study of simple elementary functions of a single real 
variable to include combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics, and their applications 
in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. The areas of ‘Calculus’ and ‘Probability and statistics’ are handled in 
greater depth in Unit 4. 

In Units 1 to 4, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving rational and real 
arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs and 
differentiation with and without the use of technology. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and 
statistical functionality of technology is incorporated throughout the unit. 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 17%  Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 17% 

End-of-year examination 1: 22%    End-of-year examination 2: 44% 

 



  

  25   
  

Media 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
VCE Media provides students with the opportunity to analyse media products and concepts in an informed and critical 
way. Students consider media texts, technologies and processes from various perspectives, including an analysis of 
structure and features from a Christian Worldview. They examine industry production and distribution context, audience 
reception and the media’s contribution to and impact on society. This aspect of the study is integrated with the individual 
and collaborative design and production of media representations and products. VCE Media supports students to 
develop and refine their analytical, critical, creative thinking and expression. As Christians, it’s important that we view 
media through the lens of scripture, carefully analysing contemporary society. The purpose of the subject is to equip 
students to be actively interpreting media forms, rather than passively consuming. 

Structure 
Unit 1: Media forms, representations and Australian stories 
In this unit students develop an understanding of audiences and the core concepts underpinning the construction of 
representations and meaning in different media forms. They explore media codes and conventions and the construction 
of meaning in media products 

Unit 2: Narrative across media forms 

In this unit, students further develop an understanding of the concept of narrative in media products and forms in 
different contexts. Narratives in both traditional and newer forms include film, television, sound, news, print, 
photography, games, and interactive digital forms. Students analyse the influence of developments in media 
technologies on individuals and society, examining in a range of media forms the effects of media convergence and 
hybridisation on the design, production and distribution of narratives in the media and audience engagement, 
consumption and reception. 

Unit 3: Media narratives and pre-production 

In this unit, students explore stories that circulate in society through media narratives. They consider the use of media 
codes and conventions to structure meaning, and how this construction is influenced by the social, cultural, ideological 
and institutional contexts of production, distribution, consumption and reception. Students assess how audiences from 
different periods of time and contexts are engaged by, consume and read narratives using appropriate media language. 

Unit 4: Media production and issues in the media 

In this unit, students focus on the production and post-production stages of the media production process, bringing the 
media production design created in Unit 3 to its realisation. They refine their media production in response to feedback 
and through personal reflection, documenting the iterations of their production as they work towards completion.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 and 4 School-assessed Coursework: 20% 

Unit 3 and 4 School-assessed Task: 40% 

End-of-year examination: 40% 
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Music Performance 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Music is an integral part of all cultures from the earliest of times, expressing and reflecting human experience. Music 
exists in a myriad of forms, each able to elicit an array of intellectual and emotional responses from its audience. 
A study of music enables students to strengthen their own relationship with music and to be personally enriched as they 
develop greater control of their own musical expression. 
Music learning requires students’ active engagement in the practices of listening, performing and composing. 
As they learn in music, students apply critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and critique the work of 
contemporary and historical practitioners and develop their understanding of the diverse ways in which music ideas can 
be shaped to communicate artistic and expressive intent. Students also develop insights into the music traditions of 
contemporary and historical global cultures and form understandings of ways in which music can interact with other art 
forms and fields of endeavour. 
When students perform the works of other musicians, they develop skills in communicating and in working cooperatively 
and communally to achieve creative outcomes. Through analysing and responding to the work of other musicians, 
students develop knowledge of music, skills in critical thinking and greater confidence in written and oral expression. 
Students use communications and music technologies to achieve considered musical outcomes. 
VCE Music equips students with personal and musical skills that enable them to follow pathways into tertiary music 
study or further training in a broad spectrum of music related careers. VCE Music also offers students opportunities for 
personal development and encourages them to make an ongoing contribution to the culture of their community through 
participation in life-long music making. 
 

Structure 
Unit 1 & 2: Music Performance 

These units focus on building students’ performance and musicianship skills to present performances of selected group 
and solo music works using one or more instruments. They study the work of other performers and explore strategies 
to optimise their own approach to performance. They identify technical, expressive and stylistic challenges relevant to 
works they are preparing for performance and endeavour to address these challenges. Students develop their listening, 
aural, theoretical and analytical musicianship skills and apply this knowledge when preparing and presenting 
performances. 
 
Unit 3 & 4: Music Performance 

These units focus on further development and refinement of performance and musicianship skills. Students focus on 
either group or solo performance and prepare a performance program they will present in the end-of-year examination. 
Students also present performances of both group and solo music works and take opportunities to perform in familiar 
and unfamiliar venues and spaces. Through analyses of other performers’ interpretations and feedback on their own 
performances, students refine their interpretations and optimise their approach to performance. They continue to 
address challenges relevant to works they are preparing for performance and to strengthen their listening, aural, 
theoretical and analytical musicianship skills. 
 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 20% 
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 10% 
End-of-year (Solo OR Group) Performance examination: 50% 
End-of-year Aural & Written examination: 20% 
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Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Outdoor and Environmental Studies is a study of the relationships humans have with the outdoor environment. The 
outdoor environment is understood to include both natural environments which have minimal influence from humans 
and natural environments which have been subject to human intervention.  Outdoor and Environmental Studies aims 
to provide the skills and knowledge to safely participate in activities in outdoor environments so that the environment 
is respected and appreciated by the participants. Outdoor recreation activities are undertaken to create learning 
experiences which enable students to understand how human/nature relationships have, over time, been constructed. 

There are many environmental challenges facing our planet and solving them requires more than science and 
technology; it requires a faith rooted in a biblical understanding of God’s creational intent. A Christian understanding of 
creation, values it as a gift from God to be known, appreciated and enjoyed. This evokes a response of gratitude and 
stewardship. A faithful response promotes reverence for all of the planet’s creatures and challenges the disheartening 
predictions for our planet’s future displacing despair and helplessness with hope. Enjoying and engaging with the 
outdoors though a variety of outdoor activities aligns with God’s plan for us is to recreate in the world that he has given 
us in a way that demonstrates Godly stewardship.  

Structure 
Unit 1: Exploring outdoor experiences 

1. Motivations for outdoor experiences 

2. Influences on outdoor experiences 

Unit 2: Discovering outdoor environments 

1. Investigating outdoor environments 

2. Impacts on outdoor environments 

Unit 3: Relationships with outdoor environments 

1. Historical relationships with outdoor environments 

2. Relationships with Australian environments since 1990 

Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor relationships 

1. Healthy outdoor environments 

2. Sustainable outdoor environments 

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 

End-of-year examination: 50% 

PLEASE NOTE: VCE OES Satisfactory Completion  
 
Satisfactory completion of an OES unit is determined by 
evidence gained through the assessment of a range of 
learning activities and tasks. Practical experiences in the 
Outdoor Environment range from multi day recreational 
experiences to conservation, education, marine and alpine 
experiences. They are a COMPULSORY part of the program, 
as all SAC assessment is based on these practical 
experiences.  
  
The following Key Knowledge points explains the 
importance and relevance of the program’s practical 
aspect: 
 
* planning for and reflecting upon a range of practical 
outdoor experiences and analysing relevant information 
collected during these experiences 
* using appropriate practical skills for safe participation in 
outdoor experiences 
  
This cannot be achieved without spending significant time 
in outdoor environments across a range of activities. As 
such, the program offers a camp (2-4 nights) and one 
excursion per term across Units 1-4. 
 
If selecting this subject, students must commit to 
undertaking all practical experiences within their chosen 
unit/s of study. 
 
Students MUST also have adequate fitness (beep test 
minimum level 6) and survival swimming skills (in clothes) 
to tackle the rigours of the excursions and camps. 
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Physical Education 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Physical Education examines the biological, physiological, psychological, social and cultural influences on performance 
and participation in physical activity. Psalm 139 proclaims that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made”. In Physical 
Education, students get to explore and come to understand some of the complexity and intricacy of God’s design of the 
human body in a physical performance, exercise and sport context. Prior to the 1924 Paris Olympics, the great Scottish 
sprinter Eric Liddell said “when I run, I feel God’s pleasure”. It is hoped that in Physical Education we too can feel God’s 
pleasure as we physically engage with the theory, and learn that “physical training is of some value”, whilst learning that 
physical progress can develop our relationship with Him, for “Godliness has value for all things” (1 Tim. 4:8). This study 
design is relevant to students with a wide range of expectations, including those who wish to pursue further formal 
study at tertiary level or in vocational education and training settings. The study prepares students for such fields as 
human movement, kinesiology, physical education, physiotherapy, coaching, personal training, nutrition, nursing, as 
well as providing valuable knowledge and skills for participating in their own sporting and physical activity pursuits. 

Structure 
Unit 1: The human body in motion 

In this unit, students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce 
movement. Through practical activities students explore the relationships between the body systems and physical 
activity, sport and exercise, and how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. 

Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society 

This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective. 
Students are introduced to types of physical activity and the role participation in physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour plays in their own health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups.  

Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical activity 

This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and skill acquisition principles used to analyse human movement 
skills and energy production from a physiological perspective. Students use a variety of tools and techniques to analyse 
movement skills and apply biomechanical and skill acquisition principles to improve and refine movement in physical 
activity, sport and exercise. They use practical activities to demonstrate how correct application of these principles can 
lead to improved performance in physical activity and sport.  

Unit 4: Training to improve performance 

In this unit, students analyse movement skills from a physiological, psychological and sociocultural perspective, and 
apply relevant training principles and methods to improve performance within physical activity at an individual, club and 
elite level. Improvements in performance, in particular fitness, depend on the ability of the individual and/ or coach to 
gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding of training. Students analyse skill frequencies, movement 
patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios to determine the requirements of an activity. Students consider the 
physiological, psychological and sociological requirements of training to design and evaluate an effective training 
program.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
 
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
 
End-of-year examination: 50%  
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Physics 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Physics is based on observations, experiments, measurements and mathematical analysis with the purpose of finding 
quantitative explanations for phenomena occurring from the subatomic scale through to the planets, solar systems and 
galaxies in the Universe. In undertaking this study, students develop their understanding of the role of careful and 
systematic experimentation, and modelling, in the development of theories and laws. They undertake practical activities 
and apply physics principles to explain and quantify both natural and constructed phenomena. 

The cultural mandate in Genesis states that God has placed mankind on earth to care for his creation. Students need to 
see that through science, such as Physics, they are carrying out that task of caring for creation. Students develop their 
inquiry, analytical and communication skills so they can analyse contemporary physics-related issues and respond as 
people who honour God in their scientific endeavours. 

Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4.  

Structure 
Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical world? 

In this unit students explore some of the fundamental ideas and models used by physicists in an attempt to understand 
and explain the world. They consider thermal concepts, electricity and current scientific theories about matter and 
energy. Students will undertake quantitative investigations involving at least one independent, continuous variable. 

Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about the physical world? 

This unit requires that students undertake a core study related to motion, one option from a choice of twelve 
options(astrobiology, astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, electronics, flight, medical physics, nuclear energy, 
nuclear physics, optics, sound and sports science), and a student-designed investigation related to motion and/or one 
of the twelve options. 

Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity? 

In this unit, students explore the importance of energy. They examine the production of electricity. They explore 
gravitational, electric and magnetic fields, and particle accelerators. Students use Newton’s laws and Einstein’s theories 
to investigate and describe motion. A student-designed practical investigation related to waves, fields or motion is 
undertaken and the findings of the investigation are presented in a scientific poster format. 

Unit 4: How can two contradictory models explain both light and matter? 

Light and matter – which initially seem to be quite different – have been observed as having similar properties. In this 
unit, students explore the use of wave and particle theories to model the properties of light and matter.  

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 21% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 19% 

End-of-year examination: 60% 
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Product Design and 
Technology 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Designers play an important part in our daily lives. They determine the form and function of the products we use. They 
transform ideas into drawings and plans for the creation and manufacture of useful products that fulfil human needs 
and wants. In recent history the use of resources to create an ever-increasing array of products has given designers an 
increased responsibility to think sustainably. For the purposes of this study the Product design process represents the 
four stages: Investigating and defining; Design and development (conceptualisation); Planning and production; and 
Evaluation. 

VCE Product Design and Technology can provide a pathway to a range of related fields such as industrial, product, 
interior and exhibition design, engineering, and fashion, furniture, jewellery, textile and ceramic design at both 
professional and vocational levels. 

Structure 
Unit 1: Sustainable product redevelopment 

This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product design with consideration of sustainability.  

Unit 2: Collaborative design 

In this unit students work in teams to design and develop an item in a product range or contribute to the design, planning 
and production of a group product. They focus on factors including end-user/s’ needs and wants; function, purpose and 
context for product design; aesthetics; materials and sustainability; and the impact of these factors on a design solution.  

Unit 3: Applying the product design process 

In this unit students are engaged in the design and development of a product that addresses a personal, local, or global 
problem (such as humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and wants of a potential end-user/s. The product is 
developed through a design process and is influenced by a range of factors including the purpose, function and context 
of the product; user-centred design; innovation and creativity; design elements and principles; sustainability concerns; 
economic limitations; legal responsibilities; material characteristics and properties; and technology.  

Unit 4: Product development, evaluation and promotion 

In this unit students engage with an end-user/s to gain feedback throughout the process of production. Students make 
comparisons between similar products to help evaluate the success of a product in relation to a range of product design 
factors. The environmental, economic and social impact of products throughout their life cycle can be analysed and 
evaluated with reference to the product design factors.  

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3&4 school-assessed coursework: 20% 

Unit 3&4 school-assessed tasks: 50% 

End-of-year examination: 25% 
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Psychology 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
VCE Psychology provides students with a framework for exploring the complex interactions between biological, 
psychological and social factors that influence human thought, emotions and behaviour. Students use scientific and 
cognitive skills and understanding to analyse contemporary psychology-related issues, and communicate their views 
from an informed position. VCE Psychology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and leads to a 
range of careers.  

Opportunities may involve working with children, adults, families and communities in a variety of settings such as 
academic and research institutions, management and human resources, and government, corporate and private 
enterprises. Fields of applied psychology include educational, environmental, forensic, health, sport and organisational 
psychology. Specialist fields of psychology include counselling and clinical contexts, as well as neuropsychology, social 
psychology and developmental psychology. Psychologists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as medical research 
or as part of on-going or emergency support services in educational, institutional and industrial settings. 

Structure 
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 

Students explore brain plasticity and the influence that brain damage may have on a person’s psychological functioning. 
They consider the complex nature of psychological development, including situations where psychological development 
may not occur as expected.  

Unit 2: How do external factors influence behaviour and mental processes? 

In this unit students investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person to interact with the world around them and 
how their perception of stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships with others.  

Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes? 

In this unit students explore how stress may affect a person’s psychological functioning and consider the causes and 
management of stress. Students investigate how mechanisms of memory and learning lead to the acquisition of 
knowledge, the development of new capacities and changed behaviours.  

Unit 4: How is well being developed and maintained? 

In this unit students examine the nature of consciousness and how changes in levels of consciousness can affect mental 
processes and behaviour. They consider the role of sleep and the impact that sleep disturbances may have on a person’s 
functioning. Students explore the concept of a mental health continuum and apply a biopsychosocial approach, as a 
scientific model, to analyse mental health and disorder.  

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 16% 

Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 24% 

End-of-year examination: 60% 
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Studio Arts 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Studio Arts provides a framework for the establishment of effective art practices through an understanding and 
application of the process of design. The design process enables students to explore ideas and sources of inspiration, 
experiment with materials and techniques and practice specialised skills in a range of art forms. Students generate a 
range of directions and potential solutions and analyse and evaluate them before producing artworks. The theoretical 
component of the study informs students’ practice through an investigation of selected artworks, an examination of 
artists’ working methods and a study of professional practices and art industry issues. Visual Arts, from a Christian 
Worldview, can be seen as a direct interaction with, and representation of, God's splendour and sovereignty. Genesis 
1:27 speaks of God creating 'man in His own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them.' In the same way that God is the creator, he made us as creative beings. 

In Studio Arts, we will be able to experience creating a variety of pieces in a variety of ways and reflect on how we as 
Christians can enjoy creating and enjoying what God has created for us here on Earth. Each one of us is blessed with the 
ability to think creatively and with opportunity to nurture that ability and create pieces that are pleasing to God and 
others. 

Structure 
Unit 1: Artistic Inspiration and techniques 

The focus of this unit is sources of inspiration and ideas and the exploration of a wide range of materials and techniques 
as tools for translating ideas, observations and experiences into visual form. Exploration of artists from different times 
and cultures is also examined. The outworking of this unit is a series of exercises that contribute to the folio process, 
with various ‘media trial’ artworks. 

Unit 2: Design exploration and concepts 

The focus of this unit is to develop skills in the analysis of artworks to understand how aesthetic qualities are created, 
ideas communicated and identifiable styles developed. Students apply their understanding from Unit 1 to complete a 
‘Mini Year 12’ folio. 

Unit 3: Studio production and professional art practices 

The focus of this unit is the implementation of a design process leading to the production of a range of potential solutions. 
An Exploration Proposal is initially prepared to set out the framework for the design process. Students also examine 
professional art practices in relation to particular art form(s) and the development of distinctive styles in artworks. 

Unit 4: Studio production and art industry contexts 

The focus of this unit is to produce a cohesive folio of finished art works developed from ‘potential directions’ generated 
in Unit 3. Visual and written documentation explaining how the potential directions will be used to produce the folio of 
artworks is also prepared. Students also examine the presentation of artworks and current art industry issues, with 
reference to the exhibition, promotion and critique of art works. 

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed Task: 33% 

Unit 4 school-assessed Task: 33% 

End-of-year examination: 34% 
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Theatre Studies 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Theatre as a form of cultural expression has been made and performed for audiences from the earliest times and is an 
integral part of all cultures. Theatre is ever evolving and exists as entertainment, education, ritual, an agent for change, 
a representation of values and a window on society. Theatre practice has developed and has influenced cultures over 
many centuries through a wide variety of productions in diverse spaces and venues for a range of audiences. Theatre 
makers work as playwrights, actors, directors and designers, producing theatre for diverse purposes. Through the study 
of VCE Theatre Studies students develop, refine and enhance their analytical, evaluative and critical thinking skills as 
well as their expression, problem-solving, collaborative and communication skills. They work both individually and in 
collaboration with others to interpret scripts. Through study and practice, students develop their aesthetic sensibility, 
including an appreciation for the art form of theatre, interpretive skills, interpersonal skills and theatre production skills. 

Structure 
Unit 1: Pre-modern theatre styles and conventions 

This unit focuses on the application of acting, direction and design in relation to theatre styles from the pre-modern era, 
that is, works prior to the 1920s. Students creatively and imaginatively work in production roles with scripts from the 
pre-modern era of theatre, focusing on at least three distinct theatre styles and their conventions. 

Unit 2: Modern theatre styles and conventions 

This unit focuses on the application of acting, direction and design in relation to theatre styles from the modern era, 
that is, the 1920s to the present. Students creatively and imaginatively work in production roles with scripts from the 
modern era of theatre, focusing on at least three distinct theatre styles. 

Unit 3: Producing Theatre 

In this unit students develop an interpretation of a script through the three stages of the theatre production process: 
planning, development and presentation. Students specialise in two production roles, working collaboratively, creatively 
and imaginatively to realise the production of a script. They use knowledge developed during this process to analyse 
and evaluate the ways work in production roles can be used to interpret script excerpts previously unstudied. Students 
develop knowledge and apply elements of theatre composition, and safe and ethical working practices in the theatre. 

Unit 4: Presenting an Interpretation 

In this unit students study a scene and an associated monologue. They initially develop an interpretation of the 
prescribed scene. This work includes exploring theatrical possibilities and using dramaturgy across the three stages of 
the production process. Students then develop a creative and imaginative interpretation of the monologue that is 
embedded in the specified scene. To realise their interpretation, they work in production roles as an actor and director, 
or as a designer. 

 

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 school-assessed Task: 30%  

Unit 4 school-assessed Task: 15%  

End-of-year monologue examination: 25%   End-of-year examination: 30% 



  

  34   
  

Visual Communication Design 
VCE UNITS 1-4 

Rationale 
Visual communication design can inform people’s decisions about where and how they live and what they buy and 
consume. The study provides students with the opportunity to develop an informed, a critical and a discriminating 
approach to understanding and using visual communications, and nurtures their ability to think creatively about design 
solutions. Design thinking, which involves the application of creative, critical and reflective techniques, processes and 
dispositions, supports skill development in areas beyond design, including science, business, marketing and 
management. Through the consideration of ethical and environmental sustainability issues, students are able to make 
informed choices that affect current and future practices. As a Christian school, it is imperative that we are preparing 
students for this ever-changing world that we are sending them out into. The quantity and quality of advertisement and 
marketing and their effects on us and our students as consumers is something that is very important to explore with 
students. Furthermore, our Christian Worldview responses to the media and advertising and our ability to discern and 
decipher these underlying messages is invaluable for our students as they embark on life in the ‘real world’ in the near 
future.  

Structure 
Unit 1: Introduction to Visual Communication Design 

This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and concepts. This involves acquiring and 
applying design thinking skills as well as drawing skills to create messages, ideas and concepts, both visible and tangible. 
Students practise their ability to draw what they observe and they use visualisation drawing methods to explore their 
own ideas and concepts. Students develop an understanding of the importance of presentation drawings to clearly 
communicate their final visual communications. 

Unit 2: Applications of visual communication within design fields 

This unit focuses on the application of visual communication design knowledge, design thinking and drawing methods 
to create visual communications to meet specific purposes in designated design fields.  

Unit 3: Visual communication design practices 

In this unit, students gain an understanding of the process designers employ to structure their thinking and communicate 
ideas with clients, target audiences, other designers and specialists. Through practical investigation and analysis of 
existing visual communications, students gain insight into how the selection of methods, media and materials, and the 
application of design elements and design principles, can create effective visual communications for specific audiences 
and purposes. They investigate and experiment with the use of manual and digital methods, media and materials to 
make informed decisions when selecting suitable approaches for the development of their own design ideas and 
concepts  

Unit 4: Visual communication design development, evaluation and presentation 

The focus of this unit is on the development of design concepts and two final presentations of visual communications to 
meet the requirements of the brief. This involves applying the design process twice to meet each of the stated 
communication needs.  

Units 3 and 4 contribution to study score 
Unit 3 School-assessed coursework: 25% 

Units 3 and 4 School-assessed task: 40% 

End-of-year examination: 35% 
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Expression of Interest Form 
VCE Program 2022 

 

Student Name:___________________________________________ Year level in 2022: _______ 

 

I am interested in undertaking one or more of the following subjects in 2022. (Please circle) 
 

Accounting Unit 1&2 

Environmental Science Unit 1&2 

History Unit 1&2  Select focus:  Global Empires Ancient History 
 

Please outline the reason(s) for your interest in this/these subject(s) in 2022. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________________ 

 

I support the interest my child has shown in undertaking one or more of these subjects in 2022. 

 

Parent’s Name: ___________________________________  

 

Parent’s Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________________ 

 

*Please note that there is no guarantee that the abovementioned subjects will run in 2022. Sufficient 
student interest is required prior to the College Principal making a final decision.  

 

Please complete and detach this form from the booklet and submit it to 
Student Reception by Monday 7th June 2021. 
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NOTES & QUESTIONS 
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