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In Memoriam 
Gene Inglish 

Former Sea Cadet Leader and 
Board Member  

President’s Message 
   By Tom O’Brien 

   The Council had another 
busy year, and there are sev-
eral events planned for 2020.   
Our Annual Membership 
Meeting and Awards of Ex-
cellence evening was held 
January 18th at the Missouri 
Athletic Club-West.   This 
was the sixteenth year of the 
awards being presented.  A 
special congratulations to all 
the award recipients.  

   As we go to press the 2020 Regional Sea 
Perch Competition at Pattonville High School 
on April 18th has been cancelled. The City of St. 
Louis and the St. Louis Navy League Council 
are looking forward to the commissioning of the 
USS ST LOUIS (LCS-19) this summer in Pen-
sacola, Florida.  The date of the commissioning 
has yet to be determined.   
   The Council will once again be hosting the 
Cardinal Company Baseball game, when the 
Cardinals play the Philadelphia Phillies on Sep-
tember 3rd at Busch Stadium. Remember it is 
an excellent way to recruit members, new mem-
bers get a free ticket to the suite for the game.                                              

The Annual Golf Tournament will be held again    
this year at Westborough Country Club on Sep-
tember 28th.  The Navy Ball will be October 
17th at the Missouri Athletic Club in Down-
town St. Louis.  Please plan to attend these 
events in support of the St. Louis Council.               

Tom O’Brien 

SeaPerch Update 
   By Tom O’Brien 

  The St. Louis Regional SeaPerch Competition 
is scheduled to be held on Saturday, April 18, 
2020 at Pattonville High School, pending virus 
restrictions. The 2019 competition was a huge 
success because of the many volunteers from 
the local corporate and educational communi-
ties, as well as cadets and staff from the Battle-
ship Missouri Sea Cadet unit and the staff from 
the Navy Talent Acquisition Group/Mid-
America.  Currently there are 105 teams regis-
tered with over 500 students scheduled to com-
pete in the event. If you are able to assist as a 
judge for the event please email me at cab-
tob@aol.com and I will contact you. 

Navy Recruiter working with elementary  
students at a Chesterfield Mall SeaPerch 

demo session on February 8th  

Council Leaders recognizing Anheuser 
Busch staff members for the company’s 61 

years support of the Navy Cardinal Compa-
ny and many other Navy League events 

In Memoriam 
William J. Conway 

Former Board Member 

mailto:cabtob@aol.com
mailto:cabtob@aol.com
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 Annual Meeting and 
Awards Dinner 

   By Dick Kallemeier 

   The St. Louis Council held its annual meeting and 
Award of Excellence presentation on January 18th at the 

Missouri Athletic Club-West.  Special guests included 
Bill Stevenson, Navy League National President, Jeff 
Penfield, Navy League Mid-West Area President, Ron 
Brooks, Navy League National Chaplain, CAPT Henry 
Stephenson, USN Director Intelligence, USTRANS-
COM, CAPT (Sel) Richard Scott, USCG Deputy 
Commander, Sector Upper Mississippi River, CDR 
Rob Lewis, USN Commanding Officer, NOSC-St. Lou-
is and CDR Brad Whittington, USN Commanding 
Officer, NTAG-Midwest.   

          

Jeff Penfield’s guest speech focused on the importance 
of Navy League Council community outreach with pro-
grams like our Award of Excellence. Sea and League 
Cadets of the Year and Shipmate of the Year recipients 

from the Battleship Missouri and Training Ship Mis-
souri were recognized by LT Tom Gamboe, USNSCC 
Commanding Officer.  See Page 5 for more details. 
   Then for the sixteenth year, eight naval services mem-
bers were recognized with the Award of Excellence.  
Junior level service members are nominated for job per-
formance, leadership and/or service to other military 
members or civilians. They represented USTRANS-
COM, USCG Sector Upper Mississippi River, Naval 
Reserve ONI Kennedy and Naval Operations Support 
Center-St. Louis. The council’s intent is to provide pub-
lic recognition for outstanding actions and encourage 
retention. Each award is presented at the military unit 
and the dinner. The following is a summary of the re-
cipient’s accomplishments, regrettably our space is lim-
ited so the narrative is greatly reduced.  

Guests and award recipients during the social hour 

Guest speaker 
Jeff Penfield 

   HM1 Scott Halfhill is the Navy Operational Support 
Center, Medical Department and IT departments leader. 
He is responsible for 
the mobilization and 
medical readiness of 
over 650 Navy Re-
servists. He systemati-
cally categorizes Sail-
ors readiness levels, 
which enables medi-
cally ready Sailors to 
mobilize. Petty Of-
ficer Halfhill is an 
avid supporter of com-
munity involvement 
and humane animal 
treatment. He per-
formed volunteer work with Project Backpack between 
March and August and volunteered at the non-profit 
Crown Ridge Tiger Sanctuary. In support of a fellow 
Service Member, he coordinated a bone marrow donor 
registration drive for the DOD "Salute to Life" program 
and personally managed two quarterly blood drives 

    
   IS1 Joshua Os-
borne assigned to NR 
ONI Kennedy is the 
Lead Training and Fit-
ness Petty Officer.  His 
leadership is found 
through his analytical 
coaching, outstanding 
fitness, and mentoring 
skills.  His approacha-
ble manner is evident 

Ron Brooks 
National Chaplain 

HM1 Halfhill accepting the 
award desk clock from  

Tom O’Brien 

IS1 Osborne 

SN Payne,  LC4 Masson, LT Gamboe,  
CPO Hoolihan and LC4 Rolwes 
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as Sailors look to him for guidance on personal and pro-
fessional matters, to answer technical questions, provide 
career guidance or seek direction and support. He pro-
vides fitness guidance, and physical training sessions for 
borderline Sailors and conducted two annual physical 
readiness tests resulting in a 97% pass rate.  He regular-
ly spends his off-duty hours volunteering at the Masonic 
Homes Elder Care Facility assisting with music and reli-
gious services.  He continues to advance his education 
by completing seven credit hours toward his Master of 
Divinity degree. 
    
    LS2 Nicole L. White was selected as the 3rd Quarter 
Junior Sailor of the Quarter, honored as a Hall of Fame 

Recruiter for five sep-
arate months, received 
the prestigious Six 
Shooter award in June, 
and earned three Navy 
and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals 
for achieving various 
recruiting incentives in 
the last year. While 
excelling out in the 
field, this Sailor 
earned her Basic Re-
cruiter, Advanced Re-
cruiter, and Leading 

Petty Officer Qualifications in 10 short months and con-
tinues working on her master’s degree in Public Admin-
istration. She dedicated 80 hours of community service 
to the H.E.R.O.S. Care program where she helped to 
deliver and distribute clothing, coats, and furniture to 
families in need throughout the community. As a dedi-
cated role model to those in her community, she also 
volunteered as a Pre-School aide for Premier Academy 
and as a second grade cheer coach for the St. Charles 
Titans; impacting young lives in ways that will ripple 
through the community for years to come. 
 
    YN2 Keith Lofton is assigned to USTC’s Joint Sec-
retariat providing executive level administrative support 
to the Commanders. His un-
matched professional drive and 
technical abilities increased the 
team's overall Task Manage-
ment Tool productivity by 
over 20% and now serves as 
the performance standard. He 
successfully processed more 
than 1000 Joint Staff Action 
Packages, over 1000 internal 
staff packages requiring Senior 
Leader Approval Process ac-
tions by the Commander. Se-
lected to lead the USTC Mail Room and single handedly 

undertook the arduous task of reconstructing the receiv-
ing and distribution procedures and operations support-
ing over 2000 military and civilian personnel.  A life-
long learner, he completed the U.S. Military Legal Sec-
retary Apprenticeship Program and is actively enrolled 
in University of Maryland working on his bachelor’s 
degree in Criminal Justice with a 3.3 GPA.   
    

   MST2 Weston Rogers is a member of the Water-
front Facilities Inspection Divi-
sion. He is responsible for in-
specting over 40 facilities for 
safety, pollution prevention 
requirements and security reg-
ulations. This includes working 
directly with the commercial 
maritime industry to review 
response and security plans, 
inspect equipment and audit 
the facility records and train-
ing. During the 2019 Spring 
Flood he assisted his ship-

mates and worked additional duties which included 
processing administrative casework as well as vetting 
requests for vessel transits through closed areas of the 
river.  In all five cases of hurricane and tropical storm 
coastal flooding events over in the past year, he volun-
teered to deploy as a Flood Punt crewmember to assist 
in disaster-stricken regions.   

    CWO2 Michael Adkins is the Administration and 
Personnel Division Chief. His staff supports 256 active, 
reserve and civilian personnel across the Sector includ-
ing five cutters and three Marine Safety Detachments. 
Within his work scope he serves as Command Security 
Officer, Education Services Officer, Drug Testing Pro-
gram lead, Government Travel Card Manager, and 
Coast Guard Mutual 
Assistance Repre-
sentative. He fre-
quently used his travel 
& administrative ex-
pertise after normal 
working hours and 
weekends to support 
disaster response ef-
forts throughout the 
country including five 
major hurricanes.  

    
   MST2 Cody Mayrer as a member of the Waterways 
Management Division, SUMR, is charged with ensur-
ing the safe navigation of vessels and shared waterway 
usage. Representing the Captain of the Port, he ensures 

(Continued on page 4) 

LS2 Nicole White now  
Navy Counselor  NC2 

YN2 Lofton 

MST2 Rogers 

CWO2 Adkins 
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   St. Louis is preparing for the commissioning of the 
USS St. Louis LCS-19 this summer in Pensacola, Flori-
da. The commissioning committee led by the Taylor 
family (Enterprise Leasing) and supported by the Navy 
League, St. Louis Council is preparing for a large cere-
mony and are hopeful many people from the area will 
be in attendance.  
   The LCS vessels were originally designed to have 
mine warfare, anti-submarine warfare and anti-surface 
warfare  mission packages that could be changed within 
24 hours.  Now the concept has changed, and the St. 
Louis is to be permanently set for mine warfare. It is 
expected she will operate with a blue/gold  crew so the 
ship can stay on station for very long periods of time.  

USS St. Louis Commissioning 

USS St. Louis acceptance trials in Lake Michigan 
  If you’re a member of the Navy League, you have 

already made a commitment through your time, talent, 

Membership Moment 
   By Dave Woolley 

the safety of critical infrastructure, works closely with 
representatives from the mari-
time industry, liaises with five 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Districts, and processes dozens 
of marine event permits. During 
the 2019 Spring Flood, he 
worked diligently to ensure the 
safety of impacted communities, 
commercial and recreational ves-
sels, and waterway infrastruc-
ture. He regularly attended in-
dustry coordination meetings, 
maintained command situation-
al awareness, briefed the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, and published Mariner 
Advisories.  
 
   LT Jason Pawlak is a Cyber Battle Captain in the 
USTC Global Operations Center. This year he was rec-
ognized as his directorate's officer of the quarter two 
times and awarded the Federal Computer Week's 
"Rising Star" award. His role is to maintain situational 
awareness of the worldwide cyber threat environment 
and advise the 4-star commander on how it relates to 
global logistics in support of the DOD. He has the diffi-
cult task of understanding threats to the complex web 
of government and civilian logistics providers that 
make up the end-to-end Joint Deployment and Distri-
bution Enterprise used by DOD. Virtually nothing is 
out of scope from internet virus outbreaks to distributed 
denial of service attacks to criminally-motivated ran-
somware campaigns. LT Pawlak, was unable to attend 
the dinner due to an automobile mishap. 

(Continued from page 3) 

MST2 Mayrer 

and treasure to support our sea service members and 
their families. You are helping to make real and mean-
ingful differences in the lives of our youth through 
scholarships and programs that inspire them to pursue 
education in STEM fields of endeavor and seeing the 
value in serving our Nation. You are providing a pow-
erful voice of advocacy for legislation and are educat-
ing the public in the importance of the sea services in 
not only providing safety and security for freedom lov-
ing people around the world, but incredible economic 
benefits as well.  You are acknowledging excellence 
through award programs recognizing exceptional ser-
vice.  

   And remember. Membership is open to all civilians, 
Veterans, and members of the National Guard and Re-
serve forces. Complimentary memberships in the Navy 
League of the United States are free to the spouses of 
those currently on active duty with the U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Marine Corps or U.S. Coast Guard as a Thank You and 
to help keep families informed of benefits and services 
available to them. Stay in the fight! I Invite you to re-
new or upgrade your membership today. To learn more, 
visit www.navyleague.org. 

Seven of the eight 2019 Leader of the Year  
recipients 
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Youth  

Programs 

Roosevelt High School 

MCJROTC 

Riverview Gardens 

High School 

NJROTC 

Cleveland Junior Naval 

Academy 

NJROTC 

 
 

 
 

University of  
Missouri 

Pacific High School 

MCJROTC 

U.S. Navy Sea Cadet  and 
Navy League Cadet 

Corps 

Washington & Borgia 

High Schools 

NJROTC 

    On 14 December, the Sea Cadets held their annual 
Awards Banquet where cadets are recognized for 
their accomplishments during the  year.  League Ca-

det LC4 Jackson Masson and Sea Cadet Seaman Austin Payne were recognized as the 
Shipmates of the Year. The League Cadet of the Year award went to LC4 Colin Rolwes 
and the Sea Cadet of the Year was CPO Isabella Hoolihan.  LCDR Ken Nowack was 
recognized as our officer of the year.  We were informed at the Navy League Awards of 
Excellence Dinner that LCDR Nowack had also been chosen as the Region 7 Officer of 
the Year.  He will be among a handful of adult leaders who will now be considered for the 
National Officer of the Year Award and we all agree there is no one more worthy. 
    We also hosted members of Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) who presented awards to 
cadets.  Every year the VFW presents the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Naval Sea Cadet Award.  This year PO1 Raphael Rolwes 
was recognized as the recipient.  Similarly, the SAR presents a 
worthy cadet with the Good Citizenship Award.  This year they 
selected PO1 Brady Evans.  PO1 Evans had a very good couple 
of months as he was promoted to Chief Petty Officer on 18 January 
in a pinning ceremony held at the NOSC, St. Louis. 
   Unfortunately, in December, we said goodbye to two of our best 
leaders.  LCDR Nowack, Commanding Officer and his wife Becky 
Nowack Division Administrator retired from the Naval Sea Cadets after 12 years of loyal 

and faithful service.  Under LCDR Nowack’s guidance, Battleship 
Missouri Division cadets earned over a dozen Honor Cadet awards 
at Recruit Training and other national trainings.  His dedication to 
the Navy’s core values of Honor, Courage and Commitment have 
guided cadets to acceptance at the Naval Academy, Coast Guard 
Academy and successful careers in and out of the military.  With 
Becky’s retirement we lost the person who kept the place running 
and we are left feeling like we’re replacing four people instead of 
two.  The cadets and parents of the Battleship Missouri Division 
are thankful for their many years of service and it is our sincere 
hope they stay in contact with us as we shall treasure their friend-

ship always.  Fair Winds...to Ken and Becky. The cadets are busy gearing up for our annu-
al inspection; helping with Sea Perch in April; and preparing for Summer Trainings.   
    

The Pacific High MCJROTC varsity marksmanship 
team had a very successful winter shooting season. On 
January 18 they captured the 2020 Missouri State Title 

at Missouri Military Academy in Mexico, Missouri. 
They were led by Amanda Benetin, who captured her 
second straight Missouri State championship. The team 
was rounded out by Leamia Perez, Julia Thomas, and 
Lucas Hick. Pacific also traveled to Anniston, Alabama 
and participated in the Marine Corps National Champi-
onship. CWO Brian Cain, Senior Military Instructor 
mentioned that the Navy 
League contributions 
were a big help in allow-

ing them to travel to many of their competitions. Washing-
ton High NJROTC was also busy this winter. They held 
their annual Navy Ball on February 1st. The guest speaker 
was RDML William E. Chase who is a graduate of 
Washington High School. The event was attended by al-
most 300 people including the Mayor and several mem-
bers of the Navy League St. Louis Council.  

Sea Cadet Program 
   By LT Tom Gamboe, USNSCC 

Brady Evans CPO 
pinning by his 

father Phil Evans 

Becky and Ken 
Nowack 

Champion shooting teams  
including Pacific High  

(front row right) 

RDML Chase at the  
Washington H.S. Navy Ball 

JROTC Programs  

  By Gene Franks 
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   Advanced training and recruit training season is upon us  
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August 
USS St. Louis Commissioning 

Date to be determined 

Pensacola, Florida 

 

September 
(3) 62nd Cardinal Company 

Busch Stadium 12:15 

Philadelphia, Phillies 

 

(28)Annual Golf Tournament 

Westborough Country Club 

 

October 
(17) 245th Navy Ball 

Missouri Athletic Club-Downtown 

405 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri  

 
 

 

Calendar of Events  
PORTSIDE NEWSLETTER 
Opinions expressed herein are those of 

the editor or columnists and not neces-

sarily those of the St. Louis Council or 

the Navy League of the United States.  Published 

by the Navy League of the United States, St. Louis 

Council. 
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(314) 974-4971 

 

Editor 

Richard Kallemeier   dickkall@charter.net 

(636) 733-3323    

Get event updates at  
www.navyleague-stlouis.org      

www.facebook.com/NavyLeagueSTL 
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