
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

                                                                          
 

 December 2021 
PRAYER LETTER NO. 38 

      

Dear Friends, 

Greetings to you all in our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s been twelve months since our last prayer letter and that fact 
alone gives us food for thought. On the one hand, we realise it’s been far too long since we last wrote (you all 
want and need information as fuel for prayer), whilst on the other hand we’re amazed yet again at how quickly 
the time has gone. Is another year really almost over? The calendar says that we’re in December, and the 
calendar doesn’t lie. Having not written for so long, I (Michael) am scratching my head and thinking about the 
past twelve months and all that’s happened in that time. It’s fitting at the end of another year to look back and 
thank our Lord once again for His goodness and provision. It’s a great comfort to know that our lives and times 
are in His hands (Psalm 31v15). We praise Him for all that is past and trust Him for all that’s to come.  

 

Our spiritual and physical health 

It’s fairly common in Europe (and perhaps in the rest of the world, too) for people to ask each other how they are 
whenever they meet. Very often, that is taken to mean an enquiry about a person’s physical health. Whilst our 
physical health is part of our being, and therefore obviously a point for concern and prayer, Bible-believing 
Christians realise that our spiritual health is actually more important. After all, a human being is a soul with a 
body (i.e. the soul being the essence), so how are we keeping spiritually? We’re thankful to the Lord for His daily 
grace and strength which sustains us and gives us the resolve and desire to go on serving and enjoying Him. We 
continue to look to Him for all of our needs and we rejoice in the (long-term) future which He has for us. Now, as 
regards our physical health, we are grateful to the Lord that so far He has spared us from the covid 19 virus. 
However, Ariëtte has struggled somewhat with her physical health this year due to the suspension of her weekly 
hydrotherapy at the hospital in Ypres (about half an hour’s drive from De Panne). In March 2020, after the 
outbreak of covid 19, the managers at Ypres Hospital decided to suspend several regular care activities, including 
hydrotherapy, and at the time of writing this hasn’t yet resumed. Ariëtte suffers from two muscular disorders 
(fibromyalgia and spasmophilia) and she has badly missed her hydrotherapy this year. She has had even more 
pain and more difficulty in getting to sleep at night. Do please pray that the Lord would help Ariëtte in this 
regard, and the resumption of her hydrotherapy would be most welcome! She soldiers on very bravely and is 
such a great blessing to Michael.      

 

The Church in De Panne 

2021 has been another testing year for our church. For the first quarter of the year, we organised online worship 
services. A small group of us pre-recorded the service on a Saturday morning and the recording was made 
available for viewing the next day (almost all of our church members have Internet access). Whilst we are 
thankful to the Lord for the technology to enable us to record services in that way, we realise that this is no 
substitute for real live worship. And so, when ‘normal’ worship in church resumed around April we were curious 
to see how many of our members would return. Initially, about half of them attended and, thankfully, that figure 
has risen gradually over the last few months. On the whole, the atmosphere within the fellowship has been quite 
good, but there is a ‘vocal’ (and sometimes troublesome) minority of members who regularly express discontent 
because they wish to see even stricter application of the measures to tackle covid 19. Many churches have faced 



 

similar issues over the past 18 months or so, but that doesn’t make it any easier to deal with it. Do please pray 
that the Lord would give us wisdom as we look for Biblical and God-glorifying solutions.  

Most of our other regular activities (weekly prayer meeting and Bible study, Sunday School, monthly women’s 
prayer meeting, monthly women’s meeting, monthly coffee morning, monthly children’s club, monthly Bible 
study for French speakers) have resumed. Do please pray for the Lord’s blessing upon all our activities and 
endeavours to build up His children and reach lost souls. Michael is also busy (with help from others) in updating 
and revamping our church web site. When that job is completed, Lord willing, he plans to resume literature 
distribution in the winter and, from the spring of 2022 onwards, door-to-door evangelism. Once again, do please 
pray for the Lord’s blessing on all these endeavours in His Name.      

 

Plans for the future 

We referred earlier in this letter to the ‘long-term’ future which the Lord has for us, by which we mean eternity, 
the new heavens, and the new earth. That’s a future which is safe and secure for all the Lord’s elect children – 
hallelujah! However, there’s also a ‘short-term’ future (i.e. this present life) which demands attention. We look at 
our church fellowship here in De Panne and we have lots of questions in our minds: How can we help our young 
people to grow in the Lord and prepare them to take on more responsibility? How can we reach more local 
people in De Panne (about 75% of our members live outside De Panne)? How can we encourage more of our 
members to read good Christian literature (generally speaking, Belgians have never stood out as great readers)? 
How can we help Christians to pray and encourage more prayer? We have ideas in our minds, but we need the 
Lord’s wisdom in developing them and setting priorities. Do please pray for us in this regard. 

 

Some individuals to pray for in our church: 

1. Please pray for Benjamin and Fien, a young couple who are both very gifted. We hope that they may take on 
more responsibility in the church in the future. Pray for them also as parents: Just before midnight yesterday, 
Fien gave birth to their second child, a baby girl. 

2. Please pray for Lucas (aged 20) who has a desire to serve the Lord, but needs to be more consistent in his walk 
with the Lord.  

3. We thank the Lord that Wendy (aged 24) has returned to church after drifting away and starting a relationship 
with an unbeliever. She has terminated that relationship and is back in church. Please pray that she will walk 
consistently with the Lord. 

4. Please pray for Brecht, a young man aged 27. He is not converted, but does attend church and shows some 
interest. Please pray for his conversion.            

 

A word of thanks 

In our last prayer-letter we made a request for some financial help. We were planning to replace our 15-year-old 
car (Peugeot Expert), which had served us well for so many years, but was approaching the end of its ‘life’. In 
April of this year, we replaced the ageing Peugeot Expert with a Citroën Berlingo via our local garage dealer. We 
would like to express our huge gratitude and humble thanksgiving to all churches and individuals who were able 
to help us financially. May the Lord bless you all for your sacrificial giving and may He help us to dedicate our 
new vehicle to His service.      

 

Michael’s translation work 

Michael tends not to write very much about his translation work in our prayer-letters because it’s not directly 
related to what we would call our ‘missionary work’. However, the reality is that his secular work as a freelance 



 

translator does take up at least 30 hours of his working week (even more at busier times). That is a sizeable 
chunk of his working week and it also generates about 60% of our total income, so we are dependent on it to 
some extent. We are thankful to the Lord for helping us financially during the lockdowns of 2020 and 2021. 
During those periods, lots of businesses in Belgium suffered drastic falls in turnover and some even went 
bankrupt. And so, the fact that Michael’s translation business remained more or less on an even keel is reason to 
give thanks to the Lord.   

 

Summary of prayer points: 

1. We thank the Lord for His goodness and provision and daily grace and strength. 

2. Please pray that the Lord would give Ariëtte all needed grace and strength with her physical health and that 
her hydrotherapy treatment can resume. 

3. Please pray that the Lord would give us wisdom in dealing with the discontented souls in the church. 

4. Please pray for the Lord’s blessing on all our endeavours to build up believers and reach lost souls. 

5. Please pray for Benjamin and Fien, Lucas, Wendy, and Brecht in their varying needs. 

 

It is time once again to send you all our season’s greetings. We are well aware that there are different views 
amongst Christians with regard to this season called ‘Christmas’. And so, whether you celebrate Christmas 
enthusiastically, modestly, or not at all, may the Lord bless you all in His service during this season and give you 
His peace. We thank you once again for your faithful prayers! 

 

Yours warmly in Christ, 

 

Michael and Ariëtte Robinson   

 

 
‘This prayer letter is distributed on behalf of EMF by Richard Wilmot. Your name and contact details are held by EMF and 
Richard Wilmot. If you no longer wish to receive this letter, please contact the EMF HQ. For further details of the EMF Privacy 
Policy please see the website or contact the office.’ 
 
 
 
 


