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“And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose.” (Rom 8:28) 

 
Dear friends, 

In a normal situation, this prayer letter would be the second and not the first of 2021. But this is the first and it 
has been very difficult to write as we try to understand Romans 8:28 in the context of what has been happening 
in our church and in our country. As God’s people we delight in being able to pass on good news but in our first 
letter of 2021 we have, sadly, to report on two things in which we have great difficulty in seeing anything that is 
good.     

The first has to do with the chaotic situation of our country. 

Portugal has been in the international news as the country with the highest Covid-19 infection rate. The country 
is in lockdown for at least 4 weeks.  It is with sadness that we hear of the hundreds of people who have died and 
the thousands who are infected by the virus every day. The latest news informs us of a slow decrease in the 
numbers of infected people, but the daily death toll is still very high. 

Some of the members of our churches at Alto Moinho and Azoia have the virus; so far none of them have had to 
be hospitalized, and no one is seriously affected.  

The second has to do with the present situation in the churches  of Alto Moinho and Azoia. 

It has become official that our son, Filipe Rodrigues, has resigned from all his responsibilities in the churches of 
Alto Moinho and Azoia (and also at the Portuguese Bible Institute). The reason for his resignation has brought a 
deep, deep sadness to all of us.  

Whilst coping not only with this sadness in the church, the leadership has also had to meet together to find 
those who could take over from the many ministries that Filipe was responsible for, especially those connected 
with the work with the Sunday School and young people.  

This past Sunday, 7th February, we held a church meeting to let the church membership know the 
recommendations arising from these discussions. Decisions were made as to who would take over each of these 
responsibilities.  

Difficult though these times are, the church is resolved to go ahead doing God’s work as fully and as well as we 
can. Even in such times of tribulation, we have witnessed God’s Grace and Love strengthening the faithful to 
enable them to do extra and so ensuring that the Lord’s work continues. 

So, you can see that from our perspective these happenings are not good news. But even so, by the Grace of God, 
we can say it’s not all bad news either.  

Over and above all this, God is God and for evermore will be God, creator and sustainer of all things. We look to 
Him who alone can make “… all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose.” (Rom 8:28) 

 

 

 



 Matters for thanksgiving  

- To give thanks for the extra strength the Lord has given us to deal with difficult issues. 
- Though the country is in lockdown, we have the technology to reach out to most of the congregation. 
- Even in lockdown, we are reaching out to people that have not attended our church. This past Sunday, 

we had four new “zoom connections”, and later in the day we had a telephone call from a person asking for 
information, seeking counselling and showing interest to attend the online meetings. 

- Though some of the church members have been infected with Covid-19, none have needed 
hospitalization. 

Matters for prayer 

- The necessary work that has to be done to prepare the new premises for the church. We hoped to have 
most of the work done by the end of March, but it may take more time as we are trying to do most of the 
work ourselves.  

- For the preaching and teaching in these peculiar times. Fabiano Fernandes, Director of the Portuguese 
Bible Institute, is preaching for us on the first and second Sunday of each month. He is much appreciated 
as well as a blessing in his pastoral care. 

- For strength and wisdom to lead the church through the use of online meetings and especially to 
maintain the work with the children. 

- For Elisa. She is very confident in her faith, taking every opportunity to witness to her hope of eternal 
life, to doctors, nurses, and many others that can be reached by social groups, phone, email, and so on.  
With the zoom facilities, she has been able to maintain involvement with ladies’ meetings and to continue 
to lead a monthly meeting for pastor’s wives. 

- For unemployed people, like Jorge, Patricia, Jessica and our son Daniel. They all have been without work 
for a long time, and Covid-19 complicates the situation even more.   

- Pray for the elderly people, as these are the ones who suffer more from the isolation caused by the 
lockdown. A few of them have been helped to access the online technologies, but not all yet can make it. 

- That the Lord will heal our heartache concerning Filipe and work in his life. 
     

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Jose and Elisa Rodrigues 
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