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           June 2020 update 

 

Jam 4:13  ‘Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business 
and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for 
a little while and then vanishes.’ 

  

Dear friends,  

As I look at our annual plans, the text of James comes and stays in my thoughts. We have reached the middle of 
the year and most things have not happened in the way we planned. In my own case, James’ words make more 
sense than ever. We plan, “without knowing what will happen today or tomorrow!”    

In times like we are living in, for the most of us, tomorrow’s uncertainties are more real than ever. No doubt 
Covid19 has forced humanity to think and act with a different perspective of life and values. For the time being, 
we may not have the holidays we thought of, or even to have the church activities we planned for this summer, 
or the church anniversary celebration we thought of and many other things, we will not be able to do as 
planned!   

Though, even in the face of all the uncertainties, we know this much: God knows it all: past, present and future. 
Things will move on according to His sovereign will, as much as for individuals and institutions. So, we will go on 
giving thanks for getting this far and asking guidance to go as far as God helps us to go. We would like to 
highlight some matters for thanksgiving and some prayer requests.  

Matters for thanksgiving: 

- We are but to give thanks for the availed technology, that helps to overcome in part some of the 
isolation imposed on us to protect from COVID19.  

- The church at Alto Moinho and Azoia, from 15th March to 31st May, met every day online. Since 1st June, 
we have been meeting on the days of the week we used to meet. Our meetings are now online, and some 
people present at the churches at Alto Moinho and Azoia. It is one meeting, connected to the two places. 
Music and songs are done from Alto do Moinho, because it has better conditions. Preaching is done 
alternately from one place. A good number of the families, for safety reasons are connected from their 
homes. So far, it is the best we can do and is proving to be a good opportunity for all, especially the 
group at Azoia, as most of them can attend every meeting from the church there. Again, this was not the 
way we planned, but the way God planned! 

- We are to give thanks for the many good opportunities to witness to neighbours and friends. We have 
been encouraged by the commitment of some of the more recent contacts. For example, Sergio Vieira, a 
young man. He attends most of the online meetings and seems to have a spiritual concern for witnessing 
the Gospel. Also, Isabel Silva and her daughter Patricia. They too have been attending most of the online 
meetings. 

- We are to give thanks for the prospect of buying a property for the church premises. After many 
attempts, we believe to have found a good, appropriate place, and for an affordable mortgage. We are 
now dealing with the process with the council to use the building for church purposes and to put 
through the plans for the toilets and rooms for Sunday School and other activities.   



- We are to give thanks for the spirit of commitment, manifested among the church members and others 
related with the work in Alto Moinho and Azoia. 

- We give thanks for the strength Elisa is given for each day. She has been without treatment since 
January.  Since then, she has had a PET scan and an MRI. The results point towards a slow but 
progressive advance of the cancer.  She had her last appointment on 18th June and has now another 
appointment for 9th July. By then, the doctor hopes to have a result of a specific genetic blood test, to find 
more information to lead to some more specific treatment.    

Request for prayers  

- For the new arrangements of meetings with some people on-line and others attending the meetings 
from the churches of Alto Moinho and Azoia.  

- For the proposed new premises for the church. There are two aspects: first, to deal with all the legal 
processes for legalisation of the church activities. Second, for the finances. The church does not have the 
full amount of the cost and has arranged a loan of 20,000 euros.  

- We are so sorry to say that is not possible to have the usual summer camps. For the time being, it is not 
safe, and is not legal, according to present contingent laws.   

- For Elisa’s strength and testimony to the many that follow her on social media. 
- Update on the situation of Sandra and her 7-year-old son, Matthew. Today, Sandra was admitted to the 

hospital. Her symptoms are similar to Covid19. Tonight, we suggest having an online prayer meeting on 
behalf of Sandra and Matthew, and 18 people connected to pray. We hope to know the result of the Covid 
test soon.  
 
 

We acknowledge your prayers and support are means, used by God, to strengthen and encourage us, to get this 
far.  

 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pr.(s) Jose and Filipe Rodrigues 
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