
Update #24: 
9th - 16th
December

You can find all the information about our appeal, the work being done,
articles and video updates on the Ukraine Appeal section of our website.

If you don't already receive these updates directly, and would like to,
please click here. Also, if you would like to get more frequent but short
message updates via WhatsApp, you can subscribe here.

 

Please join us for our next Prayer Meeting for Ukraine, and this time
we'll also be thinking about and praying for Moldova.

With temperatures dropping below freezing across Ukraine and Moldova,
but most areas without power for many hours each day, the plight of
people in these countries is desperately hard

Monday 19th December
1900 - 2000 UK time
Zoom: Meeting ID 818 3219 5060, Passcode emf

 

Thank you to everyone who has already
contributed to our Bibles and Blankets
for Ukraine Christmas appeal. We've
already received enough donations to
be able to order several thousand Bibles
and blankets. Please do consider
encouraging your church to be involved
in this. Click here for more details.

 

Volodymyr Kostyshyn, Ivan
Hontar and Liudmyla Mariash
explain the urgent need for
winter supplies in Ukraine.

 

On Friday 16th, Ukraine experienced one of the biggest missile
attacks since the invasion in February, with 76 missiles aimed at
cities and infrastructure. Once again, the residents of Kyiv rushed
for shelter in the underground stations. In our last report, we
mentioned speaking to Anton Myrhorodskyi from the Osnova
church in Kharkiv who told us that, since the liberation of the city,
things had become much better. But sadly, after the recent
attacks, the mayor of Kharkiv reported "colossal" damage,
threatening to leave many people without heating in freezing
winter temperatures. The latest report from the UN estimated that
12 million Ukrainians have been disconnected from the electricity
grid and all of Ukraine’s thermal and hydroelectric power plants
have been damaged. 

As we speak to our missionaries and partner churches in Ukraine, we sense something of the impact
on those faithful Christians trying to do what they can for those around them. Even in Ternopil, which
has been spared from the worst of the missile attacks, everyone is facing daily power shutdowns.
Volodymyr Kostyshyn described the priority system which had been put in place, where critical
facilities such as hospitals get power throughout the day, but most residential areas in the city have
no power during the day, and rural areas have only a few hours of electricity. Kyiv has even more
dependency on electricity than Ternopil (most of the residential blocks use electricity rather than gas),
and the impact of the power cuts is even stronger.

It's no surprise that the most urgent need and
request coming from churches is for generators
so that they can continue to serve people, to
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meet, and to provide somewhere with warmth,
light and power. So we're so thankful to the Lord
for enabling our shipment of generators and
powerbanks to be delivered safely to Ternopil,
from where they will be distributed across
Ukraine (for more details, see next section), but
we hope you'll find this short video encouraging.

Pastors Volodymyr Kostyshyn (Ternopil) and
Viktor Puhach (Kremenets) receive a shipment of

generators and powerbanks which they will be
distributing to churches across Ukraine.

Evangelical church in Rohan, near Kharkiv,
where Gennadij Prosjanko was preaching last

week.

But in the midst of the terrible suffering, we
continue to see many people coming under the
sound of the gospel, where churches have been
faithful in ministering to people in their area. As
an example of this, Gennadij Prosjanko was
preaching at the Evangelical church in Rohan,
near Kharkiv, last week. Before the war, they
might expect 100 people to attend; on this
occasion 300 people came to hear God's word.
Let's pray for the seed sown to turn into a great
harvest of souls in the kingdom of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Please do pray for evangelical churches seeking to support needy people in Ukraine, both
with humanitarian support and in sharing the gospel. Pray that the Lord will raise up more

evangelical Christian workers with a heart for the gospel, to serve in Ukraine.

 

In our Last report, we included a short video and very brief summary about
the work of the Bozhiy Dizayn Baptist Church on the eastern bank of the
Dnieper river in Kyiv, where Pastor Oleg Larkov and his family serve. They
have been helping needy residents and displaced people in Kyiv since the
early days of the Russian invasion. Oleg and his daughter Ksenia gave us
an update on what has happened since we last spoke to them in September
2022.

Vivienne Birch has written an article about our
conversation with Oleg and Ksenia, which gives a
great insight into what life is like in this region of
Kyiv, with the unpredictable power outages, and
increasing needs from displaced people in the
city. The article includes many pictures, each of
which gives a vivid glimpse into lives of people
there, and the Christians working to help people
in their area.  

Do please take a few minutes to read the article,
which you'll find invaluable to inform your
prayers for this needy country.

 

Donations Received: 
£1,326,086 has been received since the start of the appeal.
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plus £47,280 for the Bibles & Blankets Appeal

Funds Disbursed: 
£1,129,738 has been disbursed since the start of the appeal 
plus £18,663 as part of Bibles & Blankets appeal. 

76% to Ukraine
16% to Moldova
5% to Poland
3% to Romania
<1% for across Italy, Hungary, Spain and literature from UK

We are currently giving direct regular support to 15 evangelical churches across Ukraine,
Moldova, Poland and Romania, and others on an as-needed basis. But some of this support is also
channelled to other churches, particularly in the warzone. In some cases, we are also providing
support to particular families, to enable them to support the work of their church. 

As referred to above, we thank the Lord for the safe delivery of the large shipment of 47 generators
and 900 powerbanks to Ternopil, on 17th December. These were ordered and shipped from the
Netherlands, and we owe a great debt of gratitude to our friends Tim van der Roest and Dirk
Palland who managed to secure these supplies (which are becoming increasingly difficult and costly
to source) and arrange for the delivery and shipment. Volodymyr Kostyshyn, working with other
evangelical churches in Ternopil and Ivan Hontar's Light of the Reformation organisation, will be
distributing these to churches across Ukraine including Kyiv, Irpin, Kharkiv, the Donbas region,
Zaporizhzhia, Uman and the Kherson region. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the EMF Ukraine Fund to make this possible. Thanks also
to our friends in Come Over And Help who contributed generously to enable this.

Thank you also to everyone who has contributed to our Bibles and Blankets for Ukraine Christmas
appeal. We've already received enough donations to be able to order several thousand Bibles and
blankets. Last week we placed a further order for 1,500 Bibles for the church in Irpin, as well as
1,600 blankets. And while it is daunting to see the enormity of the material needs, it's also a great
encouragement to see every church we are supporting asking us for Bibles to meet the spiritual needs
they have. 

For more details of how we are working to make effective use of the generous
donations entrusted to us, please click here.

Donate

Or click here
 

Phil Dunn
(EMF Northern Ireland Representative)

Martin Tatham
(EMF Church Partnership Coordinator)
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