
Update #18: 
2nd & 9th
September

You can find all the information about our appeal, the work being done,
articles and video updates on the Ukraine Appeal section of our website.

If you don't already receive these updates directly, and would like to,
please click here. Also, if you would like to get more frequent but short
message updates via WhatsApp, you can subscribe here.

 

Please join us on Monday 26th September 1900-2000 BST
for a prayer meeting for Ukraine over Zoom.

As the war continues, the cold of autumn and winter draws near,
and the number of displaced people in Ukraine approaches 7
million, we would like to encourage you to pray earnestly for
Ukraine.

We're hoping to be joined by Volodymyr Kostyshyn from Ternopil
and Gennadiy Prosjanko from Pereschepyne, God willing.

We'll send out details about how to join in the next few days, but
please do reserve the date in your diaries.

 

Thank you again for your donations to our appeal as our fund goes
beyond the £1,000,000 mark. Your donations have enabled many
brave brothers and sisters in Ukraine (and beyond) to help
refugees and displaced people. And as people see the sacrificial
service of evangelical Christians, gospel opportunities abound as
never before.

But with so many Ukrainians trying to survive without jobs and
without heating, we would ask you to consider giving further to
our appeal. 
Why not make this part of your church's Harvest Thanksgiving?

 

Vitalii Mariash now in
active service

Please do continue to pray for Vitalii Mariash
who has already completed military training, and
is deployed near Kharkiv (he was happy for us to
share this information). Liuda and the children
are now back in Kyiv, where she is helping to
coordinate the work of the church. 

Please also continue to pray for Andrii &
Yolanta Kaustov. Andrii asked for our prayers
as he was taken into hospital on Saturday,
having suffered an adverse reaction to his cancer
treatment, and the doctors don't currently know
the reason.

Andrii & Yolanta
Kaustov

 

In the first days of the Russian invasion, when it became clear that
the invading forces were aiming to sweep into the capital, the
natural reaction of Kyiv residents was to escape to the west. 

But the members of the small Bozhiy Dizayn Baptist Church
decided to stay and help others in the city. Most of the church,
including their Pastor, Oleg Larkiv, had come from the Donbas
region in 2014, and didn't want to become refugees a second
time.

The first day they opened the doors of the church with aid supplies
to distribute, they helped 15 people. Within a few weeks the
number had grown to over 1,000, and this has continued to the
present day.

At one stage, the church was the only one in the
eastern half of the city to be helping people who
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stayed in Kyiv. As the Russians refocused their
aggression on the Donbas, thousands of people
came to Kyiv from the warzones. Now Oleg
estimates there are 60,000 displaced people in
their area of the city.

We asked Oleg how they found the strength and
energy to continue supporting so many people
for so long. "Sharing the gospel gives us
energy", was his immediate reply. As with so
many evangelical churches across Ukraine,
gospel opportunities abound; their church has
grown from around 50 to over 200, with a real
hunger for God's word.

Do spend a few minutes listening to Oleg and his
daughter, Ksenia, relating some of their
experiences, and sharing prayer points.

Pastor Oleg Larkiv, with his eldest daughter
Ksenia, share some of their experiences from

Kyiv and some important prayer points.

Last week, Valik Lipskyi and a group of men from the
Reconciliation Bible Church in Uman took supplies to
churches in some of cities that are under siege in the east
and the south: Kryvyi Rih, Mykolaiv, Slovyansk,
Kramatorsk and Kharkiv. 

Each day Valik sent us moving reports and pictures from
the places they visited. His description of Kramatorsk was
typical of all of these places ...

"Pensioners, disabled people and low income people
remain in the city. It is not clear how they will live in
Autumn and Winter without heating. Due to constant
shelling, shops do not work, electricity and gas are almost
non-existent. People spend a lot of time sitting in
basements (bomb shelters). In general, they survive with
the help of volunteers who bring them what they need."

Valik Lipskyi (left) from the
Reconciliation Bible Church in Uman

Building in Kharkiv destroyed
by shelling

From all of these cities, Valik sent pictures of empty streets and
residential buildings devastated by shelling. But he added a
sobering comment, which went to the heart of the deepest
concern for many:

"The Ukrainian authorities have officially announced that there will
be no heating in the Donetsk region in winter. And in Ukraine, it is
already very cold at night."

There are still many people, perhaps one third of the population,
living in these regions, even though the authorities have told
people to leave. 

Please do pray for the Lord to raise up more evangelical Christian workers with a heart for
the gospel, to serve in Ukraine.

 

Donations Received (as of 9th September): 
£1,041,853 has been received since the start of the appeal.

Funds Disbursed: 
£878,896 has been disbursed since the start of the appeal. 

69% to Ukraine
21% to Moldova
6% to Poland
3% to Romania
1% for across Italy, Hungary, Spain and literature from UK
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We are currently giving direct regular support to 13 evangelical churches across Ukraine, Moldova,
Poland and Romania, and others on an as-needed basis. But some of this support is also channelled
to other churches, particularly in the warzone.

In some cases, we are also providing support to particular families, to enable them to support the
work of their church. This includes two families mentioned above: the Larkiv family in Kyiv (we are
also supporting the work of the church) and the Lipskyi family in Uman.

For more details of how we are working to make effective use of the generous
donations entrusted to us, please click here.

Donate

Or click here
 

A couple of weeks ago, we sent out a short video of our
conversation with Vasyl Ostryi, pastor of Irpin Bible Church, where
he told us about how the church members had pulled together in
the very early days of the war, as they were in the main line of the
Russian attack on Kyiv, to shelter people, support them and help
them escape the city.

One young man, Anatoly Berezhnyi, a member of the Irpin Bible
Church, had died helping people escape the city, along with
several other Christians from other churches working with them.

The church has continued to help people in the city from
that time, now opening 6 volunteer centres in the region.
At these centres, they distribute aid of all kinds, work
with children and young people, give psychological
support, and also share the gospel with people.

You can read more about the work of Vasyl and the Irpin
Bible Church, and their experience over the past 6
months in this article. 

Please do take a few minutes to read it, and let it inform
your prayers, in what Vasyl described as 'this special time'
for the gospel. Funeral of Anatoly Berezhnyi, a member

of the Irpin Bible Church, who died
helping people escape the city.

 

Phil Dunn
(EMF Northern Ireland Representative)

Martin Tatham
(EMF Church Partnership Coordinator)
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